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Welcome 
 
Thank you for booking our activity Ministry of Memory: Remembrance from The First World 
War to today. Below is some useful information before your visit - please read it so you are 
prepared for the session. 
 
If you have any questions ahead of your visit, please contact: learningnorth@iwm.org.uk 
We hope you enjoy your visit. 
 

Before your visit please read this carefully (we suggest you 

print this out and bring it with you on the day) 
 
About the experience 
 
“Come in, Special Agents of the Remembrance Elite Squad! It’s me, your boss, Madame M, 
Head of the Ministry of Memory...” 
 
Ministry of Memory is a fun, interactive experience for upper Key Stage 2, which takes place 
in the Main Exhibition Space (MES) at IWM North. Led by an IWM session facilitator and 
guided by wireless audio headsets, your students will become double agents tasked with 
rediscovering Remembrance through a series of independent, explorative performance 
challenges: they will be directed to move through the MES, learning about our 
Remembrance rituals and asked to think about how objects in the museum relate to real 
people and real events, in a humorous and exciting manner. 
 
The activity will last for approximately 50 minutes. The session is time-dependent and fits 
between the Museum’s Big Picture Shows which start on the hour, each hour. Therefore, so 
it doesn’t get interrupted it is important that your Ministry of Memory session starts on time.  
 
There may be a group booked in after you, so please do let us know if you are going 
to be late on 0161 836 4069 or 07970 894 446. 

 
We cannot guarantee the availability of the experience to groups who are late. If we are 
unable to reschedule your experience due to your late arrival, this is classed as a 
cancellation and you will incur a 100% administration fee.  
 

Your visit 
 
 Students should be in 3 fairly equal groups for the activity (e.g. 10 students per group). 

Please arrive having already split your group into 3.  

 On arrival please enter the museum through the Group Entrance, behind the tank next to 

the car park. You will be greeted by a volunteer in a red shirt.  

 Before the session starts students will be asked to store their coats, bags and packed 

lunches (if necessary) safely in the museum’s bag room, followed by a brief safety talk 

given by a member of our security team.  

 Meet at the large field gun in the MES, 10 minutes before you are due to start. 

 The activity starts at ‘base’. This is in the centre of the Main Exhibition Space, between 
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the large field gun and the red fire trailer.  

 If possible, assign a group leader to each group. Students will be exploring the gallery 

independently and this will enable group leaders to ensure students stay on task. If you 

do not have enough group leaders to assign one to each group, please encourage group 

leaders to monitor the students’ progress. 

 The group will be introduced to the experience by a member of the IWM team, who will 

take around 5 minutes to hand out headphones and stickers, play a recorded 

introduction through the headphones and check everything is working.  

 Students will be prompted to explore different locations in the Main Exhibition Space. 

Each location will have a small marker. If you cannot find where you need to go, please 

ask the session facilitator.  

 Students are reminded to stay within eyesight of group leaders. It is your responsibility to 

ensure that this rule is followed.  

 The Big Picture Show will begin shortly after your activity has finished. The room will go 

dark and projections will be displayed on the walls around you. We encourage schools to 

allow time for the students to watch the Big Picture Show if possible, which are 

scheduled: 

11 am: The War at Home (14 mins) 

12 am: Mightier than War (6 mins) 

1 pm: Children and War (17 mins) 

 If your session started late it may overlap with the Big Picture Show. If this happens 

Ministry of Memory will pause during the show and resume once it has finished. 

 

After your visit 
 
Post visit ideas 
 

 Perform your old and new Remembrance rituals in an assembly for the rest of the 

school. 

 Give students the opportunity to share what they thought about during their minute 

silence. 

 Class discussion about why it is important to remember people involved in or affected 

by war and conflict. Challenge your class to think of ways we remember now, and 

different ways we could remember in future. Think about peoples’ lives outside of the 

wars they were involved in.  

 How would your students choose to be remembered? Plan or make a time capsule 

containing some of their favourite things. 

 

Ministry of Memory is a popular session with schoolchildren and we hope they enjoy their 

time at IWM North. 

 


