
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Voices of War: VJ Day 

 

 
Donald Lashbrook: ‘VJ Day came. It was all over. Everybody was “we’re on our way home”. 
 
  
Elizabeth Choy: ‘It was rumoured you know, I don’t know, some people must have heard 

the Japanese surrendered and knew not VE Day or V-what Day, also we 
didn’t know. I suppose we were not sure until we saw the British soldiers 
coming, you know. Just so, so excited.’ 

 
 
Muhammad Ismail    ‘I was walking along the barbed wire… outside the Seletar camp when a   
Khan:  man was sidling up and was giving me ‘thumbs up’ all the time, gleefully. 

So I suspected that something must have been happening outside.  And 
next day after this, again I was sitting watching the skies when a P38 
American fighter turned up. That was a delightful sight, absolutely. 
Officers were sitting there receiving it with mute jubilation while men 
away from us in their barracks, they were cheering wildly.’ 

 
Michiko Nakamato: ‘I didn’t like the thought of losing the war and I couldn’t bare it, but then 

no more air raids and we could sleep at night without going to the 
underground shelter, so that was some relief. So it’s a mixed feeling.’ 

 
Paul Gobine: ‘I was there VJ Day… it was, you know, when Churchill… thank god that 

day he did not have his cigar in his hand, you know, once he started 
waving!  People were crying, and I was crying, all people were shouting 
you know, my mob, the detachment that went there from the 
Seychelles…’  

 
Michael Pallazola: ‘It was August the 15th that I remember being in Felixstowe and hearing 

all of these noises and I guess they were firecrackers or something 
going off and wanting to know what was going on and they said that “the 
war is over, the war is over”.‘ 

 
Pierre Marot: ‘We embarked for Burma and we never got there because VJ Day was 

declared and we were returned to base, a big relief all round.’ 
 
Elaine Penn   ‘I think that everybody felt “had it all been worth it?” I think they felt  
Cheverton:   elated that the war was over and they could start thinking about normal  
 life again but I don’t think they had any strong feelings of victory. It all 

seemed so unworthwhile really.’ 
 
Masao Hirakubo: ‘We arrive now after the war because of the many, many, war dead. So 

we owe them. We owe the dead.’ 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Wan Guay Gay: ‘Soon everything was restored but most important thing was the birth of 

a new spirit of independence among the young people. That it was time 
that independence should be taken seriously. 

  
John Cooke: ‘And then when I got home, which was New Year’s Eve 1945, there was 

a banner outside, you know, “welcome home” and it took me quite a 
while to knock the door. Just the feeling of getting home really you know 
and you hadn’t seen your family for nearly four years and it was a very 
joyous occasion really.’ 

 

 

 

Voices and copyright information 
 
2609: Geoffrey Sherring, British POW (BBC) 
2606: A C I Belchen, Malayan Chinese POW (BBC) 
9706: Sidney Lawrence, British POW (IWM) 
2863: Hisatsune Sakomizu, Japanese government official (Thames TV) 
Yoshiro Yamawaki, Japanese schoolboy (Atomic Heritage Foundation) 



 

 
 


