
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Voices of War: Nagasaki  

 

 
Yoshiro Yamawaki: ‘I pray that no one else will ever experience the brutal tragedy that I 

witnessed at the age of eleven.’ 
 
Sidney Lawrence: ‘It was a hot summer’s day, pretty cloudless… and the plane came over 

and I looked up and I could see the glistening on the undercarriage and 
the fuselage and there were certain reflections.  Now to my knowledge 
that said to me oh they’ve opened the bomb door, and I’ve caught the 
reflection in the sun.  And I stood looking at that plane and quite 
suddenly there was the most vivid, most awful flash, a terrible booming 
noise and a feeling of hot wind and air.’  

 
Yoshiro Yamawaki: ‘A whitish blue light shot across the room. Then came a roar that 

seemed to shake the whole house. After a few minutes, the falling debris 
became more infrequent. Voices of people in the neighbourhood 
screaming and crying reached my ears. I lifted my head up and looked 
around to find everything completely changed. The walls had come 
crumbling down, with furniture scattered all about.  The roof had been 
blown off as well and we could see the sky.’ 

 
Sidney Lawrence: ‘...and then the mushroom cloud, which seemed to get bigger and bigger 

and seemed to be blotting out the sun.’ 
 
A C I Belchen:  ‘After a while all of us rushed to the far end of the dock where we could 

see the port of Nagasaki wrapped in flames.  It looked as if a giant roller 
had been over Nagasaki port.’ 

 
Sidney Lawrence: ‘There were trees which on one side were dead white and the other side 

was intact, all with its foliage.  I remember crossing a little tiny bridge 
and there were shadows in the concrete of people.  Shadows, actually 
emblazoned in the concrete.’ 

 
Yoshiro Yamawaki: ‘There were many dead bodies among the debris littering the roads. 

Their faces, arms, and legs had swollen up.  There were many dead 
bodies floating in the river as well.’ 

 
Geoffrey Sherring:  ‘Burns accounted for most of the cases. A woman I saw had a kimono of 

a flowered pattern in light and dark colours, and this flowered pattern 
was faithfully reproduced on the skin of her back below.’ 

 
Hisatsune Sakomizu: ‘When I heard about the atomic bomb I was so astonished. I wondered 

if American people really civilised.’ 
 
Sidney Lawrence: ‘I remember saying to the Japanese ‘what have we done to you?’ The 

tears rolled down his eyes and he said, ‘what have we done to each 
other?’  And from that moment I felt at one with them.’ 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Voices and copyright information 
 
2609: Geoffrey Sherring, British POW (BBC) 
2606: A C I Belchen, Malayan Chinese POW (BBC) 
9706: Sidney Lawrence, British POW (IWM) 
2863: Hisatsune Sakomizu, Japanese government official (Thames TV) 
Yoshiro Yamawaki, Japanese schoolboy (Atomic Heritage Foundation) 



 

 
 


