
 

The Holocaust and Informal Learning at IWM 

Since 2007 the Informal Learning offer has included a discussion led event for families who want 

help with two distinct questions 

1. Should I visit The Holocaust Exhibition with my young family? 

2. How can we start to study this subject together?  

To help answer these two questions, a session has been offered to families as part of the free 

informal offer. It has been very clear that there is a vast amount of support for schools and further 

education establishments should they wish to use it. Informal learners, in our experience, wish for 

the same assistance. However, parents are not likely to spend as much time in preparation for the 

subject and deal with questions on an ad hoc basis. The 'If?' The 'What?' And the 'Why?' 

An Introduction to the Holocaust Exhibition for Family Visitors: When should I talk to my children 

about the Holocaust?  

Using replica objects and family photographs of pre-Holocaust Jewish life, museum professionals 

with experience of Holocaust teaching guide family visitors through clear terms and definitions of 

what the Holocaust is and what it is not. Experience of having studied the exhibition content and 

historical background has allowed the facilitators to offer clear advice and share their experience of 

the subject and put parents at their ease with this topic.  

The replica objects used are different Stars of David. The families are given them to discuss what 

they already know them to be and/or what they believe them to be. Through conversation and 

examination of the object they are encouraged to listen to each other’s responses, before the 

facilitators share the origins of the objects in relation to the exhibition content. Subjects that 

regularly come out of this discussion are: signs and symbols, Judaism, religion, identity, persecution, 

intolerance, the other and myth. 

Clear structure has been put in place to allow these definitions to be discussed rather than being 

diverted into unhelpful (but often very interesting ) topics which can be addressed at the end of the 

event.  

The experience required to be able to deliver this has led to other sessions being developed for the 

Informal Learning Programme on the subjects of Identity and Ethnicity.  

For more information, please contact Grant Rogers, grogers@iwm.org.uk.  
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