
Firsts for the 
First World War

The First World War started in 1914 

and ended in 1918.  This war saw the 

introduction of new technology to 

support the soldiers on the ground. 

Aeroplanes and tanks were introduced 

to twentieth century warfare.

Duxford Airfield was built in 1917.  

Look out for First World War links as 

you wander around today.

Start your trail in AirSpace (next to the 

Visitor Centre, marked 1 on the map). 

Turn right as you enter the main 

exhibition and find the DH9 biplane. 

The first successful manned powered 

flight in an aeroplane was made in 

1903 by the Wright brothers and 

by 1914 aircraft had already been 

developed for use in war.

How could these early aeroplanes 

be used in war?  Can you think of 

four ways?

What was the de Havilland DH9 

used for?

Eyes in the skies 

Look above you to see another 

First World War biplane, the RE8. First 

World War aeroplanes were used for 

reconnaissance (spotting and 

photographing things on the ground), 

but the military soon realised that the 

aeroplanes themselves could be used 

as weapons. Fighter and bomber were 

born.

On an early fighter biplane (with a 

propeller) what was the problem of 

having a forward-firing gun do you 

think?

Can you think of a solution?

How did the RE8 defend itself from 

German fighters? 

Flying fighter

As you enter the second set of glass 

doors in Battle of Britain (4) find one 

of the early fighter planes.

Which British city is it named after? 

Can you work out how many 

people it carried?

What do you think it was made 

from? Would you fancy flying in it?

You might like to look around the rest of 

AirSpace (1), Flying Aircraft (2) and the 

Historic Duxford exhibition (HD).  The 

trail starts again at Battle of Britain (4).
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Family Trail: 
Finding out about the 
First World War



On the 
move again 

Now go down the left-hand stairs 

to find the First World War section.  

During the First World War railways 

used to transport large numbers 

of troops and large amounts of 

equipment.  Find the Rail Tractor.  

This is a good example of the type 

of vehicles which were used. 

What powered it?  Why wasn’t it 

steam powered?

Can you think of five items which 

you would need to send to the 

army, fighting in another country? 

Imagine if that was your job – 

organising all the logistics to 

make this happen!
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On the move 

In the First World War, soldiers, 

equipment and weapons had to be 

carried for long distances. As you 

enter Land Warfare, look to your left 

to see one of the ways in which this 

was done. 

What vehicle could be used to 

move things around?

6
Engine power

Find the engine from a First World War 

aeroplane. It would be the heaviest 

part and would drive the propeller 

so that the aeroplane could move 

through the air. 

Which company made it and in 

which country was it made? 

For aeroplanes to be developed 

further and become superior to the 

enemy’s aeroplanes what would 

you need to improve do you think?

The trail starts again at Land Warfare 

(8) but you might like to look in 

Conservation in Action (5) and the 

American Air Museum (7) on the way.
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Making and 
mending 

Near the fighter aeroplane there is a 

mobile workshop from the First World 

War. These workshops were used to 

repair equipment behind the front line. 

What sort of equipment might be 

made or mended here?
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Set dressing

Look at the way museum staff have 

displayed the vehicles from the First 

World War. 

What can you find out about what 

life was like from the scenery 

and props which have been used 

around the objects? 

10

Pigs did fly!

Find the British 9.45 inch heavy 

trench mortar. The shell which it fired 

was so slow and heavy that it was 

known as the “Flying Pig”. 

Why do you think soldiers gave 

weapons nicknames like this? 
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Big guns  

Although tanks were invented in the 

First World War, there were not very 

many of them.  More common were 

heavy artillery pieces, which were 

used to try to clear enemy trenches 

before soldiers attacked. Find two 

British Howitzers. 

What size shells did they fire? 

Can you figure out how they 

worked?
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Answers: AirSpace:  Early aeroplanes could be used for reconnaissance, as fighters, bombers or for training. The DH9 was a bomber. The propeller could be hit by a forward-firing gun so a synchronised interrupter gear was needed 
which stopped the gun firing if the arc of the propeller was in the firing line or you could attach blades to deflect the bullet. The RE8 is fitted with guns. 
Battle of Britain: The Bristol Fighter carried two. It is made from wood, metal and fabric. Any equipment could be mended including vehicles and weapons. The engine was made by Maybach for German aeroplanes. Developments in 
aircraft come from improvements in design, materials, engines, armaments and of course money to do these. 
Land Warfare:  General Service Wagon. It was powered by petrol so as not to give its position away by showing smoke . Armies would need food, medical supplies, letters/parcels from home, blankets and armaments. 4.5 and 6 inch 
shells. Howitzers fire their shells at steep angles so that the shells come down in a steep dive on to the target i.e. in the trenches.  This diagram shows you a howitzer shell in flight (top) compared to a field gun shell in flight (bottom):  
Soldiers gave weapons nicknames to make them seem funny rather than frightening. Did you spot latrines (toilets), barbed wire, sandbags, duckboards, rail lines and soldiers in different uniforms?

	  

That’s the end of the quiz 
trail. We hope you enjoyed 
your visit to IWM Duxford


