
 

 

 

 

A Family in Wartime resources for teachers 
 

About the exhibition 
 

On 3 September 1939, Britain declared war on Germany. For every family in Britain, life would 

never be the same again. Through the eyes of the Allpress family, A Family in Wartime tells the 

story of how ordinary people braved the challenges of life at home during the Second World 

War. 

 

Featuring a model of the Allpress family home as well as photos and interviews, you can explore 

a recreation of an Anderson shelter, scan the airwaves for radio shows from the museum 

archives and discover more about life in wartime Britain through film, iconic posters and 

paintings from our collections. 

 

Themes covered in the exhibition include: 

 

 Evacuation – John the youngest child was evacuated 

 Air raids – living in South London the Allpress family were affected by air raids 

 Rationing and ‘Make do and mend’ – the family had to cope with food and clothing 

shortages 

 Factory work – Betty, one of the daughters, worked in a factory making aircraft seats 

 Railways – John the father worked for Southern Railways 

 Entertainment – cinema and radio were important for morale 

 End of the War – when Harry and William returned home from the forces the family were 

united again 

 

Information for school groups 
 

A Family in Wartime supports learning for Key Stage 2 as well as Key Stage 3 and GCSE. The 

themes of the exhibition support a range of curricula that help pupils with: 

 

History 

 Chronological understanding – place events, people and changes into correct periods of 

time 

 Historical interpretation – recognise that the past is represented and interpreted in 

different ways, and be able to give reasons for this (this includes museum displays) 

 Historical enquiry – find out about the events, people and changes studied from an 

appropriate range of sources of information, including documents, printed sources, 

paintings, posters, photographs, artefacts, film and oral history.   

 

http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/history/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_2_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/history/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_3_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/history/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_3_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/history/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_4_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/history/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_4_a


 

Citizenship 

 Developing good relationships and respecting the differences between people – think 

about the lives of people living in other places and times, and people with different values 

and customs 

Literacy 

 Reading – to read a variety of different source material from mainline narrative, quotes 

from the family to official documents and poster slogans  

 Listening – to listen to a variety of different source material from recordings of the family 

to radio programmes and films of the time 

 

 

Family in Wartime workshop 
 

Working in A Family in Wartime students will explore the experiences of the Allpress Family and 

discover what it was like for an ordinary family living in Britain during the Second World War.  

 

To book a workshop, visit to the A Family in Wartime and IWM London please complete an 

online booking request form.  

 

 

Post-visit ideas 
 

Advertise the exhibition 

Collect images and information relating to objects and themes found in the exhibition. Use the 

collected material to create an advertising poster, postcard or film advertising the exhibition. 

 

Family history 

Use the ideas discussed in the exhibition to begin an exploration into your own family history. 

Create your own family tree or an exhibition about your family at a particular point in time. 

 

Every object tells a story 

Find an object in the exhibition that interests you. What can you find out about this object?  

When was it made?  Where was it used? What is the relationship between your object and war? 

Who would have owned/used it? Does it make a sound?  How do people react to it?  Do 

different people have different relationships with this object?  

 

Back at school can you use your computer or our website to find out any more information about 

your object? Bring your object to life and think of what characters would have come into contact 

with it.  Is your object a character?  Who tells your object’s story?  What adventures happens to 

it?  If your object could speak what would it tell you? 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/form/iwm-london-learning-visit-request-form

