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Did you know that pigeons parachuted? That it took more than a quarter of a million cows to make a 

Zeppelin? Discover this and much more in IWM’s new book Weird War One . 

 

Weird War One, published by IWM, is a collection of the weird, the wonderful and the downright eccentric 

from deep within the First World War archives at Imperial War Museums. This book tells the often untold 

stories of the ‘war to end all wars’ and will leave readers with bizarre and interesting facts to share with friends 

and family.  

 

This 192 page book is divided into 12 chapter topics including: inventions and gadgets, flight, animals, spies 

and camouflage, showcasing IWM’s rich collection. 

  

Flick through to find out more about dazzle camouflage, shovel shields, trench gardening, invisible ink and 

kaiser toilet roll. Read the stories of forgotten people and roles, such as Boy Scout defenders, death-defying 

servicemen, brilliant inventors and hapless spies. Meet Douglas the ventriloquist dummy used by Arthur 

Langley Handen of the Royal Artillery and Jackie the Baboon who served with the 3rd South African Infantry.  
 

Amid the destructive darkness of the First World War this book celebrates the individuals who showed 

creativity, ingenuity, courage, camaraderie and above all humour.  

 

– Ends – 

 

For further information or to request a review copy of the book, please contact:  

Bryony Phillips, Corporate Communications Manager, 020 7416 5316, bphillips@iwm.org.uk    

Harriet Thompson, Press Assistant, 020 7416 5436, hthompson@iwm.org.uk  

  

Notes to Editors 

IWM  

IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts involving 

Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 

 

Our unique Collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, ideas 

and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences across our five 

museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We challenge people to look 

at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the causes, course and consequences 

of war and its impact on people’s lives. 
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IWM’s five branches attract over 2 million visitors each year. IWM London, our flagship branch, marks the 

Centenary of the First World War with new permanent First World War Galleries and a new Atrium with iconic 

large object displays. Our other branches are IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning building designed 

by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a world-renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime 

airfield; Churchill War Rooms, housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second 

World War cruiser HMS Belfast. 

 

About the First World War Centenary 

2014 – 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary for Britain and the world. IWM 

is marking the centenary by leading a vibrant, four year programme of cultural activities across the world. For 

more information visit www.1914.org 
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