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IWM North in Manchester is presenting the UK’s first major exhibition about British war correspondents, 
revealing the people behind the news – with many unique, historic items from household name reporters 
on display for the first time.  
 
Being a war correspondent is one of the most dangerous jobs in the world.  It is also seen as one of the 
most exciting.  This exhibition will look in-depth at some of the century’s most celebrated war 
correspondents, revealing dramatic true stories, the pressures they have faced and the changing nature 
of war reporting from 1914 to the present day. 
 
Entry is free to this major, must-see exhibition, which displays many remarkable items for the first time. 
See the bullet that deflected into Kate Adie’s leg in the conflict in Lebanon, a burqa worn by John 
Simpson to secretly enter Afghanistan in 2001, the typewriter Michael Nicholson used to write his reports 
from Vietnam and one of Martin Bell’s trademark white suits, which became familiar to viewers during his 
reports from the Bosnian War.   
 
This exhibition and accompanying book feature giants of war reporting in recent times. Alongside 
Simpson, Adie, Nicholson and Bell are Rageh Omaar, Jeremy Bowen and the late Brian Hanrahan.  The life 
and work of Second World War reporters Clare Hollingworth, Richard Dimbleby and Alan Moorehead are 
also explored, as well as inspirational pioneers of their trade from earlier conflicts like Philip Gibbs and 
Martha Gellhorn.  
 
The dangers, difficulties and dramas of the job are told by many reporters in their own words. War 
reporters, past and present, have reappraised their life’s work in new interviews, specially recorded for the 
exhibition. 
 
Personal possessions on display, such as uniforms, press passes, notebooks and letters, give a fascinating 
insight into the life of a war correspondent. Also on display for the first time is the Reuters Land Rover 
which was hit by a rocket in Gaza in 2006. Dramatic footage, audio recordings and photographs help 
bring the story of war reporting to life. 
 
Over the last 100 years these correspondents have shaped our understanding of war and conflict.  This is 
an opportunity to explore those pivotal ‘where were you when’ moments, such as the fall of Saigon in 
1975 and the toppling of Saddam Hussein’s statue in Baghdad in 2003. See the truth about how wars are 
reported. 
 



Discover how correspondents’ own lives have been shaped by war, from the dramatic to the personal. 
Find out more about the people whose words, images, voices and faces have brought the story from the 
frontline into our living rooms, often at considerable risk to themselves.  
 
Take a closer look at how war is reported today and consider the future of war reporting. New technology 
has steadily changed the way we receive news – from the first television wars to more recent 
developments like 24 hour news and mobile technology. 
 
The exhibition illuminates the challenges faced by journalists today, as in 1914. Reporters must still make 
choices about objectivity, find a way to access the battlefield and deal with censorship just as they did 
almost 100 years ago.  See why war correspondents face greater danger now than ever before when 
reporting from war zones.  
 
The exhibition will open at IWM North to coincide with the opening of MediaCityUK, including the re-
location of five BBC departments to The Quays from 2011 and the subsequent arrival of ITV Granada. 
 
Jim Forrester, IWM North Director, said:  “The remarkable men and women featured in this exhibition 
have all brought momentous events and important stories into our lives and living rooms, often at 
considerable risk to themselves. IWM North is proud to take an in-depth look at the personal stories 
behind gathering news under fire.” 
 
Exhibition Media Partners:  Reuters 
Exhibition Created in Association with the BBC 
 

– Ends – 
 
For further press information please contact: 
Alex Knight, Press and PR Manager, on 0161 836 4040 or aknight@iwm.org.uk  
 
Notes to Editors: 
 
About the Book:  
To tie-in with the exhibition, War Correspondent, the book, is published in association with the Imperial 
War Museum. Published by Conway, it will be available from 23rd May (RRP £25.00). For further press 
information on the book please contact Komal Patel - kpatel@anovabooks.com or 020 7605 1466 
 
Additional Exhibition Information:  
Many war correspondents are featured in the exhibition, but particular attention will be given to 12 key 
journalists, listed below. Many of these reporters have covered a range of conflicts. The list below 
highlights the conflict that is explored in most detail in the exhibition:   



 Philip Gibbs – The First World War 
 Martha Gellhorn – The Spanish Civil War 
 Clare Hollingworth – The Second World War 
 Alan Moorehead – The Second World War 
 Richard Dimbleby – The Second World War 
 Michael Nicholson – The Vietnam War 
 Brian Hanrahan - The Falklands War 
 Kate Adie - The  Gulf War, 1990-1991 
 Martin Bell - The Balkans 
 Jeremy Bowen – Gulf War, 1990-1991 
 Rageh Omaar – The Iraq War, 2003 
 John Simpson – War in Afghanistan, 2001- present 
 
IWM North 
The multi award winning IWM North brings the national collection to northern audiences. Designed by 
world-renowned architect Daniel Libeskind to represent a globe shattered by conflict, the iconic building, 
innovative and dynamic exhibitions, use of digital media through hourly Big Picture Shows and public 
events explore how war shapes lives and inspire and encourage debate.  
 
Open daily from 10am - 5pm with free admission at The Quays, Trafford Wharf Road, Manchester M17 
1TZ (close to MediaCityUK Metrolink and Junction 9 of the M60) T: 0161 836 4000 
E:iwmnorth@iwm.org.uk www.iwm.org.uk 
 
IWM  
IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 
involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 
 
Our unique Collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, 
ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences 
across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We 
challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the 
causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 
 
IWM’s five branches are IWM London, IWM’s flagship branch with six floors of exhibitions and displays; 
IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a 
world renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War Rooms, 
housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second World War cruiser HMS 
Belfast.  
 
First World War Centenary 
2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary for Britain and the world. 
IWM will mark the centenary by leading a vibrant, four year programme of cultural activities across the 
country, including the opening of brand new First World War galleries at IWM London in 2014. For more 
information visit www.1914.org 
 


