
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday 13 February 2015 
 

IWM Duxford commemorates the 70th anniversary of 
VE Day 
 
IWM Duxford looks at how Victory in Europe was marked at RAF Duxford, across Britain and beyond. 
Through engaging activities and personal stories, we discover VE Day as experienced by a Field Marshal, a 
chaplain and an air crew. 
 
We also commemorate the 70th anniversary of VE Day with the VE Day Anniversary Air Show (Saturday 23 
and Sunday 24 May).   
 
Diane Lees, Director-General of Imperial War Museums said: “It is hugely important that we 
commemorate the 70th anniversary of Victory in Europe and that we recognise not only the inspiring 
community spirit on the streets of  Britain’s Home Front but also remember the huge loss of life and the 
impact of the Second World War on nations and societies worldwide. Through events, activities and the 
personal stories in our collections, we show how people reacted to the end of the war in Europe and how 
they began to rebuild their lives afterwards.” 
 
 
February half term activities 
Saturday 14 to Sunday 22 February 
 
Our February half term activities share stories from our collections about the people and the equipment 
that won the Second World War. 
 
Daily from 10.30am to 2.30pm, we’ll be marvelling at the impressive Avro Lancaster in our AirSpace 
exhibition and finding out about the bombing campaigns carried out by this type of aircraft. We’ll discover 
how the Lancaster works, the crew it carried and the role each played in a bombing raid. You’ll see, touch 
and try on items of uniform worn in the Lancaster bomber and find out about the experiences of the 
young men who flew in these remarkable aircraft.  We’ll be hosting talks about our legendary Lancaster at 
10.30am, 11.15am and 12pm.  Hold and handle equipment and uniforms from the Lancaster bomber 
between 10.30am and 2.30pm. 
 
From 10.30am to 2.30pm, we’ll be making aircraft-themed keyrings for school bags under the vast wings 
of the supersonic Concorde in AirSpace. 
 
From 12.30pm to 3pm, the career of Field Marshal Bernard Law Montgomery, 1st Viscount Montgomery 
of Alamein – popularly known as ‘Monty’ - takes centre stage. One of the most famous military 
commanders of the Second World War, it was ‘Monty’ who accepted the surrender of all German forces in 
Holland, North West Germany and Denmark, leading to Victory in Europe. 
 
 Land Warfare is home to the Monty exhibition which features the three Second World War campaign 
caravans in which Field Marshal Montgomery lived, worked and planned campaigns.   The campaign 
caravans are exactly as Monty left them at the end of the Second World War. 



 
 In the foreground of these historic vehicles, we’ll follow Monty’s battle plans for El Alamein, the crossing 
of the Rhine and the surrender of the German forces and work out how his strategy was so successful. 
 
At 12.30pm, our history interpreter, dressed as a member of Montgomery’s 8th Army, will explore the 
battle of El Alamein. He’ll start by showing you Monty’s tank and caravans, looking at the markings, 
designation and purpose of each vehicle.  We’ll then move to a recreated map table to discover how 
Montgomery planned out his military strategies and tactics. Using a map, flags and models, we’ll follow 
Monty’s plan and find out how it led to victory in Africa. 
 
At 1.30pm, we’ll discover Monty’s strategy for the crossing of the Rhine and how his caravan-based 
tactical headquarters contributed to his success in this campaign. 
 
At 3pm, we’ll see how Montgomery accepted the surrender of the German forces and find out how terms 
were carefully negotiated before the surrender was publically announced, ending the Second World War 
in Europe. 
 
February half term activities are included in general admission to the museum. 
 
 
VE Day Anniversary Air Show  
Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 May  
 
The VE Day Anniversary Air Show pays tribute to the men, women and children who endured six years of 
conflict on the fighting fronts and the Home Front of the Second World War. 
 
Our flying display honours the Allied forces, and their aircraft, from across the world, which contributed 
towards Victory in Europe.  Across the museum, we remember the fortitude of the British people on the 
Home Front and evoke the spirit of celebration and weary relief with which they marked VE Day. 
 
 Join us as we commemorate the 70th anniversary of VE Day and the people who made victory possible.  
 
Tickets for the VE Day Anniversary Air Show can be purchased at iwm.org.uk/duxford 
 
As a mark of our gratitude and heartfelt thanks, we are offering Second World War Armed Forces and 
Home Front Civilian Forces veterans complimentary entry to the VE Day Anniversary Air Show.  Advance 
booking is not required for veterans attending the VE Day Anniversary Air Show; simply arrive on the day. 
 
The Padre’s Trail  
Land Warfare exhibition 
 
The Padre’s Trail in our Land Warfare exhibition gives one man’s very personal and evocative view of war 
as fought on the ground. 
 
Captain Leslie Skinner was an army chaplain who landed on the coast of Normandy on the morning of       
6 June 1944 with the Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry tank regiment. Apart from 29 days spent at home 
recovering from his wounds, he spent the rest of the war with the Sherwood Rangers as they fought 
through France and into Germany.   The Padre’s Trail is Captain Skinner’s story told in his own words via 
extracts from the diary he meticulously kept throughout his time with the Sherwood Rangers. 
 
Padre Skinner travelled all over the front line and the battlefield, talking to the troops and listening to 
their worries.  When the end of the war in Europe came, for Captain Skinner, as for many, it felt like a 
weary anti-climax, as this diary entry from 4 and 5 May 1945 shows: 
 



“Rumours that end is very near. Decided to have an early night and went to bed in a barn. Wakened to 
sound and sight of Verey lights being fired everywhere. Guessed the surrender had been announced. Too 
tired and cold to care, Stayed in bed. Slept miserably…Tried all day to make some sort of preliminary 
arrangements for “Victory” services. No one really interested – understandably enough. Too much 
‘morning after”.  
 
Captain Skinner’s wartime journey can be experienced in our Land Warfare exhibition. The Padre’s Trail is 
included in general admission to IWM Duxford. 
 
VE Day at Duxford 
 
RAF Duxford was home to the 78th Fighter Group of the United States Army Air Forces when Victory in 
Europe was announced on 8 May 1945. 
 
78th Fighter Group reports read: “Victory in Europe, which has promised to storm in like a lion for so many 
months, sneaked into Duxford, May 8, almost like an unwanted dog...On May 7 the public address system 
carried the news that the next day would be VE Day. GIs who listened said little and celebrated none that 
day. They were not surprised to learn that they were restricted to the base or that all planes were 
grounded…” 
 
“Normal duties were scheduled for VE Day, but few worked. Free beer poured out at the Officers’ Club, 
the Sergeants’ Club and at Duffy’s Tavern (enlisted men’s beer hall) throughout the afternoon. In the 
evening soldiers clustered around the parade ground to watch a scheduled open-air dance, but only a 
smattering of girls appeared, and the dance metamorphisized into a singing meeting. Few patriotic songs 
were heard; old favourites such as “Workin’ the Railroad” and “In the Evenin’ by the Moonlight” led in 
popularity.” 
 
“Next morning a formal parade was held on the parade ground, with Colonel Landers reading the 
proclamation of victory and the chaplain offering prayer. After the march-off, most went back to their 
beer or to their bull sessions. That night the restriction lifted, but only the usual number of pub-crawlers 
left for town. VE Day had come and gone.” 
 
Another report read: “About 1000 hours  on 7 May 1945, the Tannoy broadcast the news that Germany 
had capitulated. It didn’t cause much excitement. There were a few self-concious whoops, but for the 
most part, work wasn’t even interrupted. However, using VE Day as an excuse, work was suspended as of 
noon on the seventh until the morning of the tenth. All airplanes were grounded. The bars were opened 
and the beer began to flow. The real celebration didn’t get underway until the next day, May 8th. All 
personnel were restricted to base and that evening the Post Orchestra held a short concert on the 
parade ground, preceded, interrupted and followed by alcoholic beverages. The next morning an 
unhappy group of officers and men paraded their hangovers past the Colonel in a formal VE Day review. 
After lunch the more hardy souls went back to their celebrating and the others went back to the “sack” 
and Victory in Europe was history.” 
 
– Ends – 
 
For further press information please contact: 
  
Esther Blaine +44 (0)1223 499 320 
  
Notes to Editors 
 
Admission to IWM Duxford 
 
Separate admission charges apply for our air shows and events. 
 



Annual Pass 
 
Our Annual Pass lets you visit as many times as you like over the next 12 months, excluding air shows and 
events. 
 

• Adult £22.50 

• Child (5-15) £13.75 

• Family (1 adult and 2 children) £45.65 

• Family (2 adults and 2 children) £66 

• Senior, Student, Unemployed, Disabled Adult/Senior/Student £19 

• Disabled Child £12 

Annual Passes can be purchased on the day of your visit or in advance online at iwm.org.uk/duxford 

Day Tickets 

• Adult £17.50 

• Child (5-15) £8.75 

• Child (under 5) Free 

• Family (1 adult and 2 children) £30.65 

• Family (2 adults and 2 children) £46.00 

• Senior, Student, Unemployed, Disabled Adult/Senior/Student £14 

• Disabled Child £7 

• Carer for disabled visitor: Free (one per disabled visitor) 

• Friend of Duxford/Friend of IWM Free 

IWM Duxford is part of Imperial War Museums, which is a registered charity. Your ticket price includes 

a 10% voluntary donation and can be Gift Aided. 

By making a donation, you will be making a valuable contribution to the care and conservation of this 

historic site. And, if you are a UK tax payer, your donation will enable us to claim Gift Aid on your entire 

admission payment. 

Admission prices excluding voluntary donation: Adult £15.90, Child (5-15) £7.95, Family (1 adult and 2 

children) £27.85, Family (2 adults and 2 children) £41.80, Senior, Student, Unemployed, Disabled 

Adult/Senior/Student £12.70, Disabled Child £6.35. 

 



Ticket prices for the VE Day Anniversary Air Show 
 
For overseas postal delivery we strongly recommend booking tickets no later than Friday 8 May. 
Advance booking for this air show closes on Tuesday 12 May.  
 
Enjoy 10% off ‘on the day’ ticket prices when you book in advance. 
 
Get a half price child ticket when you book in advance. 
 
 
 
Advance ticket prices: 
 
General Tickets 
 
Adult (16 years and over)   £24.75 
Adult Two Days     £36   
Child (5-15 years)    £9 
Child Two Days      £13.05 
Child (4 years or under)    free 
Disabled Visitor (proof of    £16.30 
disability allowance required) 
Disabled Visitor Two Days   £23.70 
(proof of disability allowance  
required)  
Carer (one carer per disabled visitor)  free 
 
Adult Two Days tickets, Child Two Day tickets and Disabled Visitor Two Days tickets are only available 
when booking in advance. 
 
Group Tickets 
 
Group Adult     £23.35 
Group Child     £15.40 
Group Disabled     £15.40 
Registered Tour Guide (one per group)  free 
 
Group rates apply to groups of 10 or more paying visitors. Group tickets can only be booked in advance. 
There are no discounted prices available for groups on the day. Group tickets can only be booked by 
telephone, by calling 01223 499 353. 
 
Member Tickets 
 
Friends of Duxford Adult   £22 
Friends of Duxford Adult Two Days  £32 
Friends of Duxford Senior   £17.60 
Friends of Duxford Senior Two Days  £25.60 
Friends of Duxford Junior   £14.50 
 
Member tickets are available in advance or on the day of the air show. When booking tickets for Junior 
members in advance, we advise members to purchase the general admission child ticket. When buying 
tickets on the days of the VE Day Anniversary Air Show, Junior members pay £14.50 , a saving of 20% on 
the standard ‘on the day’ child ticket. 
 
 



Premium passes for the VE Day Anniversary Air Show 
 
Offering you some of the best seats in the house, our Gold and Silver Pass enclosures are located right at 
the heart of the action. With their own entrance onto the flight line walk, our sumptuous marquees are 
fully-equipped with cash bars, refreshment points and luxury toilets. 
 
When the flying starts, you can enjoy the air show from an exclusive flight line garden seating enclosure. 
 
 
Silver Pass 
 
Silver Pass is a great location for the day with activities for the children and a relaxed environment. You 
can purchase drinks and snacks over the counter or bring your packed lunch into our casual café-style 
seating area.  Silver Pass is perfect for groups and families looking for an informal day. 
 
Gold Pass 
 
With an upgraded marquee and dining area, in Gold Pass you have the option of dining from our Gourmet 
Deli Bar, or bringing your own picnic. There will also be a light breakfast option available to purchase on 
arrival and an afternoon tea.  
 
Please note that Gold Pass is not suitable for children under the age of 16. 
 
Our buffet lunch is only available by pre-booking. 
 
Premium pass tickets are only available by booking in advance. 
 
Premium pass ticket prices: 
 
Silver Pass Adult       £55 
Silver Pass Adult Two Days      £100 
Silver Pass Child        £20 
Silver Pass Child Two Days      £35 
Silver Pass Family (two adults and two children)    £120 
Silver Pass Family Two Days (two adults and two children)   £230 
 
Gold Pass         £80 
Gold Pass with lunch       £109 
Gold Pass Two Days       £140 
Gold Pass Two Days with lunch      £198 
Gold Pass Group       £72.50 
Gold Pass Group with lunch      £101.50 
 
Group rates apply to groups of 10 or more paying visitors. Group tickets can only be booked by 
telephone. Call our Box Office on 01223 499 353. 
 

 

IWM Duxford 
 
IWM Duxford is Britain’s best-preserved Second World War airfield, with a fascinating history that dates 
back to the First World War. Historic buildings intersperse with state-of-the-art exhibition halls, including 
AirSpace and the American Air Museum. Historic aircraft can regularly be seen taking to the skies from 
Duxford’s wartime airfield. Through the rich displays of aircraft and the powerful stories of the men and 
women involved, we tell the story of the impact of aviation on the nature of war, on people’s lives and on 



the social and economic history of the region. With one of the finest collections of tanks, military vehicles 
and artillery in the UK, we also show the impact of technological development on war and conflict. 
 
Open Daily:  
 
Winter 2014/15:  25 October 2014 to 14 March 2015 10am – 4pm.  Last entry an hour before closing. 
(Closed 24 – 26 December). 
Summer 2015: 15 March to late October 2015 10am - 6pm.  Last entry an hour before closing. 
 
 
IWM  
 
IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 
involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 
 
Our unique Collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, 
ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences 
across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We 
challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the 
causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 
 
 
IWM London  
 
IWM London – IWM’s flagship branch – tells the stories of those whose lives have been shaped by war 
through the depth, breadth and impact of our Galleries, displays and events. Visit our brand new First 
World War Galleries featuring over 1,300 objects from IWM’s collections, explore what life was like at 
home during the Second World War in A Family in Wartime; delve into the world of espionage in Secret 
War; visit our award-winning Holocaust Exhibition; discover stories of bravery in The Lord Ashcroft Gallery: 
Extraordinary Heroes; see work by some of Britain’s most significant 20th Century artists in our art 
galleries or take in our latest major temporary exhibitions. Our family learning sessions and events 
encourage debate and challenge people’s perceptions of war.  
 
Open daily from 10am – 6pm (except 24 - 26 December)  
IWM London, Lambeth Road, London, SE1 6HZ.  
T: 020 7416 5000 E: mail@iwm.org.uk  
iwm.org.uk / @I_W_M / www.facebook.com/iwm.london 
 
 
Our other branches are IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by Daniel 
Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a world-renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield; 
Churchill War Rooms, housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second World 
War cruiser HMS Belfast.  
 
 
First World War Centenary 
2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark 
anniversary for Britain and the world. IWM will mark the centenary by 
leading a vibrant, four year programme of cultural activities across the 
country, including the opening of brand new First World War Galleries at 
IWM London in 2014. For more information visit www.1914.org 
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