
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VE Day Memories 
 

May 2015 will see the 70th Anniversary of VE Day and IWM (Imperial War Museums) is encouraging everyone 

to discover more about this historic event and talk to people in their families and communities who witnessed 

the day – so that their memories can be shared with others on Friday 8 May to mark the anniversary.  

 

From 1 – 11 May, IWM will be sharing VE Day memories, sound clips, photograph and archive materials 

through twitter, Facebook and at www.iwm.org.uk. IWM would like everyone to join in marking the anniversary 

by sharing the VE Day memory you have been told, or would like to tell and by posting a short story or picture 

to social media using #VEDayMemory  

 

Over the coming weeks, IWM will also be working with other organisations to encourage people to share their 

VE Day Memories. One of these organisations, Royal Voluntary Service, founded in 1938 as the Women’s 

Voluntary Services for Air Raid Precautions (WVS) will be encouraging its volunteers and the older people it 

supports to share memories and mark VE Day. WVS was initially formed to help recruit women into the Air Raid 

Precaution movement assisting civilians during and after air raids by providing emergency rest centres, 

feeding, first aid, and perhaps most famously assisting with the evacuation and billeting of children.  

 

David McCullough, Chief Executive of the Royal Voluntary Service, said: “Royal Voluntary Service, or WVS 

as we were formerly known, played a pivotal role in the war. A million women were recruited to support Civil 

Defence and each one rolled up their sleeves to help with tasks big and small, from the evacuation of children 

to providing tea and comfort to those who needed it. Everyone who celebrated VE Day, including these 

women, have stories to tell about what they were doing on that day, the role they, family members or friends 

played in the war and how their lives were impacted. We are delighted to be working with IWM to encourage as 

many people as possible to share their memories to ensure they are never forgotten.”  

 

Diane Lees, Director General of IWM said “We are so lucky to have people in our families and communities 

who remember VE Day first-hand. There is a great opportunity over the coming months to talk to them and 

find out more about their experiences of VE Day – where they were, what happened and how they felt. We 

know from our own archives that there are a huge wealth of stories about that time just waiting to be told and 

shared with today’s and future generations. For some VE day was a day of celebration but for others it was 

another day of work, a day of huge reflection about the changes to their world the war had bought about and 

for many war continued well after this. One of the best ways we can mark this historic event is to listen while 

this event is in living memory, save these stories and tell them again.”  

 

Ideas for participating in VE Day Memories #VEDayMemory include;  

 Talk to relatives or friends in the community who remember VE Day and find out: 

 What were they doing on 8 May 1945?  

 Do they have photos from the era?  

 Take a look at their family diaries and letters from the Second World War.  

 Write down memories to share with others or make a scrap book of what you have discovered  

 Visit a local museum, history group or archive and find out more about what happened in your 

community on VE Day  

 Share what you have discovered on Friday 8 May, using #VEDayMemory  

 

What’s on at IWM  

Visitors across IWM’s branches can also participate in a number of VE day activities.* These include a 1940’s 

inspired day of events at IWM North on Sunday 3 May with a tea dance and talk on 1940’s night life in 



Manchester with Dave Haslam, exhibitions Fashion on the Ration and A Family in Wartime at IWM London and 

major event – the VE Day Anniversary Air Show at IWM Duxford on 23 and 24 May.  

 

Ends 

 

For more information on VE Day Memory and VE day Activity across IWM please contact:  

IWM London:  

 Bryony Phillips – bphillips@iwm.org.uk / 020 7416 5316  

 Lucy Donoughue – ldonoughue@iwm.org.uk 020 7416 5311  

IWM North  

 Alex Knight on aknight@iwm.org.uk / 0161 836 4040  

 Lorna McBride on lmcbride@iwm.org.uk / 0161 836 4046  

 IWM Duxford  

 Esther Blaine on eblaine@iwm.org.uk / 01223 499 320  

 

Images can be downloaded at:  

 Username: VE Day  

 URL: https://press.iwm.org.uk  

 Password: IWM/press  

 

Notes to Editors:  

 

*What’s on at IWM  

 

VE Day Anniversary Air Show at IWM Duxford  

Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 May  

Tickets – prices vary to book go to iwm.org.uk/duxford  

The VE Day Anniversary Air Show (23 – 24 May) pays tribute to the men, women and children who 

endured six years of conflict on the fighting fronts and the Home Front of the Second World War.  

 Our flying displays will honour the Allied forces, and their aircraft, from across the world, 

which contributed towards Victory in Europe.  

 Across IWM Duxford we will remember the fortitude of the British people on the Home Front, 

and evoke the spirit of celebration and weary relief with which they marked VE Day.  

Second World War Armed Forces and Home Front Civilian Forces veterans will receive complimentary 

entry to the VE Day Anniversary Air Show.  

 

A day of events to mark VE Day at IWM North  

Sunday 3 May  

Free  

IWM North presents a major day (3 May) of free events, talks, film screenings revealing how 

celebrations unfolded across Greater Manchester, the North West of England and the UK;  

 Join DJ, author and cultural historian Dave Haslam for Nightlife in 1940s Manchester a talk 

about the effect of wartime on nights out and the post-war flowering of basement clubs in 

the city (12 Noon)  

 Visitors can take part in a 1940s dance taster session (Main Exhibition Space, all day) and 

vintage DJs will perform in the WaterShard Café & Kitchen  

 The premiere of an exclusive new film from the North West Film Archive features 

emotional scenes in Manchester City Centre on VE Day as civilians and servicemen celebrate 

long into the night and impromptu sing-alongs in Manchester’s Piccadilly Gardens. (1pm and 

3pm)  

 Delve deeper into some remarkable personal stories from the conflict in the A Closer Look: 

VE Day tours (throughout May)  

 Join author Julie Summers for a talk on her recent book, Fashion on The Ration to 

discover how fashion survived and even flourished in 1940s Britain  

 Discover the impact of the Second World War through the stories of those who lived, served 

and died during the conflict, on display in the Main Exhibition Space; from a personal 



message sent to all schoolchildren by King George VI, through to a letter which Edward 

Charlton, the last Victoria Cross recipient of the conflict sent home.  

 

Fashion on the Ration at IWM London  

Until 31 August  

Adults £10; Concessions £7; Children (15 and under); £5  

 

Explore how fashion survived and even flourished under the strict rules of rationing during the Second 

World War in new and unexpected ways, in this major exhibition at IWM London.  

 

Discover how the men and women of Britain found new ways to dress, from adopting more casual 

styles to demonstrating amazing ingenuity in renovating, recycling and creating their own clothes. 

See uniforms and textiles from wartime Britain and discover the impact of the war on people’s lives – 

on what they wore, their sense of identity, and how they coped with the demands and deprivations of 

shortages and austerity.  

 

During the VE Day weekend (Saturday 9 – Sunday 10 May) free activities at IWM London 

include;  

 

 Art Workshop to Design a 1940s Scarf  

Taking inspiration from fashion of the 1940s, get inspired and design your own bold and colourful 

scarf to celebrate and commemorate the 70th anniversary of VE Day at this free drop in session.  

Uniforms and patriotic fashions of the Second World War were an essential part of the war effort and 

had to be durable but could also be stylish, with scarf designs featuring anything from propaganda 

slogans and cartoons to bright colours and patterns. (11.30am – 12.30pm; 2 – 4pm)  

 

 VE Day Tea Room  

Have a festive afternoon tea at IWM London’s Tea Room – with themed cakes available, and 

decorations evoking the spirit of the street parties and gatherings that took place across the country 

70 years ago. The Tea Room is run by renown caters Peyton and Byrne.  

 

About VE Day  

 VE Day is the day on which Britain and its allies celebrated the end of war in Europe 70 years ago.  

 In 1945 people had been anticipating victory in Europe for several months, however Japan remained 

undefeated, and the official end of the Second World War was not until VJ Day on 2 September 1945.  

 The situation was complicated by the piecemeal nature of the German surrender. Different parts of 

the German armed forces capitulated on different days, beginning on 2 May in Italy. VE Day could not 

be announced until the final unconditional surrender of Germany came into force on 8 May.  

 In central London, people began to gather in the streets on the afternoon of 7 May. On the morning of 

the 8th Prime Minister Winston Churchill anxiously enquired as to the amount of beer available in 

London pubs and the Board of Trade announced that people could purchase red, white and blue 

bunting without using ration coupons.  

 British civilians were tired from five years of rationing, shortages, hard work and air attack. The last 

German V weapons had fallen in London only six weeks previously.  

 The celebrations of 8 May were more sober than the riotous scenes which had been witnessed at the 

end of the First World War on Armistice Day 1918. But people did gather in large numbers to cheer 

Churchill and the royal family. The King sent his daughters out, escorted by some young officers, to 

join them as ‘they have never had any fun yet’, as he put it.  

 For those serving in the armed forces in Europe, VE Day brought feelings of relief – but also concern 

that the respite might be only temporary. It was anticipated that it would take at least another year to 

defeat Japan, and those in the ‘British Liberation Army’ joked that its initials stood for ‘Burma looms 

ahead’. In the Far East, thousands of British servicemen were still fighting; thousands more 

languished in Japanese captivity – victory for them would not come for another four months  

 

Opening Times and Admissions:  

 IWM London: Open daily 10am – 6pm. Free admission  

 IWM North: Open daily 10am – 5pm. Free admission  



 IWM Duxford: Open daily: Summer 10am – 6pm; Winter 10am – 4pm  

Adult £17.50; Child (5 – 15) £8.75; Child (under 5) Free; Family Tickets (depending on family size) £30 

– 46; Concession £14. Group Rates available  

 HMS Belfast: Open daily*: Jan – Feb, 10am – 5pm; March – October, 10am – 6pm  

Adult £16; Child (5 – 15) £8; Child (under 5) Free; Family Tickets (depending on family size), £28 - £42; 

Concession £12.80. Group Rates available  

 Churchill War Rooms: Open daily* 9.30am – 6pm.  

Adult £18; Child (5- 15) £9; Child (under 5) Free; Family Tickets (depending on family size) £31.50 - 

£47.25); Concession £14.40. Group Rates available  

 

IWM  

IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts involving 

Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War.  

 

Our unique Collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, ideas 

and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences across our five 

museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We challenge people to look 

at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the causes, course and consequences 

of war and its impact on people’s lives.  

 

IWM’s five branches which attract over 2 million visitors each year are IWM London, IWM’s flagship branch that 

recently transformed with new, permanent and free First World War Galleries alongside new displays across 

the iconic Atrium to mark the Centenary of the First World War; IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning 

building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a world renowned aviation museum and Britain's best 

preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War Rooms, housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; 

and the Second World War cruiser HMS Belfast. 

  


