
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Immediate Release  

 

Summer at IWM North  

 
Fashions from the forties, walking tours, one off talks and family activities are just some of the things that 

can be enjoyed this summer at IWM North, part of Imperial War Museums in Manchester.  

 

Fashion on the Ration  

IWM North’s new Special Exhibition Fashion on the Ration: 1940s Street Style explores how fashion 

flourished during the Second World War despite strict clothes rationing. See innovative responses people 

came up with in the face of restrictions, such as the high fashion sandals made from aeroplane scrap 

parts. Or the ingenious underwear set made from silk RAF escape maps (*Admission charges apply).  

 

For fashion mavens and culture enthusiasts alike, strut the streets of Manchester and enjoy a brand new 

Fashion and the City Walking Tour. The tour will explore how fashion is woven into Manchester’s social 

and political history relating to women’s liberation, sport, design, nightlife and creativity. Starting in the 

City Centre at Manchester Art Gallery and finishing at IWM North, explore three fashion inspired 

exhibitions and celebrate a summer of fashion in the city. (Sunday 28 and Monday 29
 
August from 

10.30am) 

 

One off talks for Battle of the Somme Centenary  

The real life stories of those affected by the Battle of the Somme will be explored through a series of 

fascinating free talks throughout the year. To mark the 100  year anniversary of one of the most 

casualty heavy battles of the First World War, IWM’s Charlotte Czyzyk will share a glimpse into the real life 

stories of those affected.  Discover the story of Olympic rower Frederick Septimus Kelly, who was killed 

during the final days of the Battle of the Somme in the Sporting Personalities talk on Monday 15 August 

and hear about the experiences of non-combatants serving at the time of this landmark battle in Behind 

the Lines on Monday 19 September.  

 

 

Family activities  

Family visitors to IWM North can enjoy a range of craft activities and interactive storytelling sessions 

or get up close with handling objects from IWM’s national collection daily throughout the summer 

holidays (daily between Thursday 21 July and Sunday 4 September, free). Step back in time and join 

History's Maid to hear all about life as child in the 1940s, from hand me downs and patched pyjamas, to 

make do and mend, hear about the impact of the Second World War on the way we dressed. You will 

never look at a pair of socks the same way again! (Saturday 13 August, 2-2.30pm, free).  

 

 

Stay looking stylish this summer with a treat from the vintage range in IWM North’s shop, including 

handmade headwear perfect to brighten up a summers’ day and 1940s inspired shades which ooze retro 

sophistication. Don’t forget to take in stunning waterside views from IWM North’s WaterShard Café and 

Kitchen on The Quays, which serves delicious hot and cold food and cakes, or Make the most of our 

summer offer two hot meals and refreshing homemade drinks for £9.95 when a Fashion on the Ration 

exhibition ticket is presented. 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/exhibitions/iwm-north/fashion-on-the-ration-1940s-street-style
http://fashiontour.eventbrite.co.uk/
http://fashiontour.eventbrite.co.uk/
http://www.iwm.org.uk/events/iwm-north/somme-100-monthly-talk-series
http://www.iwm.org.uk/events/iwm-north/somme-100-monthly-talk-series
http://www.iwm.org.uk/events/iwm-north/family-activities
http://www.iwm.org.uk/events/iwm-north/family-activities
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For further press information please contact: 

Lorna McBride, Press Officer, lmcbride@iwm.org.uk  0161 836 4046 

Angela Kirk, Press and PR Manager, akirk@iwm.org.uk  0161 836 4040 

 

 

DETAILED LISTINGS INFORMATION 

 

FASHION ON THE RATION  

 

*Fashion on the Ration: 1940s Street Style 

Special Exhibition Gallery, IWM North  

Open now until 1 May 2017  

Tickets are available at iwm.org.uk for Fashion on the Ration: 1940s Street Style or from the 

ticket desk at IWM North.  

Admission:  Adults £6, Concessions £4.50, Children (15 and under) £3, Groups of 10+ Adults 

£5.40, Groups of 10+ Concessions £4.  

 

Fashion and the City Walking Tour  

With Emma Fox and Kate Dibble    

Sunday 28 10:30am – 1:30pm and Monday 29
 
August 10:30 – 1:30pm 

A walking tour exploring how fashion is woven into Manchester’s social and political history 

relating to women’s liberation, sport, design, nightlife and creativity. Starting at Manchester Art 

Gallery and finishing at IWM North, the tour includes introductions to three fascinating 

exhibitions:  

·         Vogue 100: A Century of Style, a major exhibition celebrating 100 years of cutting-edge 

fashion, beauty and portrait photography by British Vogue.    

·         Fashion & Freedom, new fashion and film inspired by women during the First World War.  

·         Fashion on the Ration, how fashion survived and even flourished in the 1940s.  

  

The tour is free but participants will be required to pay for their public transport from the city 

centre to Salford Quays. The tour ends at IWM North and attendees can enjoy: 

10% off entry to Fashion on the Ration (standard tickets only)  

10% in the IWM North Shop 

2 hot meals and 2 homemade drinks for £9.95 for anybody who purchases a FOTR ticket. 

 

Tour tickets can be booked online http://fashiontour.eventbrite.co.uk 

BATTLE OF THE SOMME TALK SERIES 

Battle of the Somme: Sporting Personalities 

Monday 15 August at 3.15pm 

Free talk 

In a series of monthly talks marking the 100 year anniversary of the Battle of the Somme, 

discover real life stories of sporting personalities from the time who served in this landmark 

battle. Join IWM’s First World War Project Manager Charlotte Czyzyk and hear the story of 

Olympic rower Frederick Septimus Kelly, who was killed during the final days of the Battle of the 

Somme. These stories are amongst millions which are being remembered on Lives of the First 

World War, IWM’s permanent digital memorial. 

mailto:lmcbride@iwm.org.uk
mailto:akirk@iwm.org.uk
http://www.iwm.org.uk/
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/47RDBh521at6?domain=fashiontour.eventbrite.co.uk
https://livesofthefirstworldwar.org/
https://livesofthefirstworldwar.org/


Battle of the Somme: Behind the Lines 

Monday 19 September at 3.15pm 

Free talk 

In a series of monthly talks marking the 100 year anniversary of the Battle of the Somme, 

discover details of real life stories of those working behind the lines. From chaplains to medics, 

hear about the experiences of non-combatants serving at the time of this landmark battle. Join 

IWM’s First World War Project Manager Charlotte Czyzyk and  hear the story of  Ernest Crosse, 

chaplain to men of the Devonshire Regiment, who suffered huge losses on the first day of the 

battle. These stories are amongst millions which are being remembered on Lives of the First 

World War, IWM’s permanent digital memorial. 

 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES 

 

1940s Family Fashion  

Saturday 13 August  

Free, 2-2.30pm 

From hand me downs and patched pyjamas, to make do and mend, hear about the impact of 

the Second World War on the way we dressed. Join History's Maid and hear all about life as child 

in the 1940s. You will never look at a pair of socks the same way again! 

 

Open Studio Craft  

Open Studio: Blackout Bling 

Daily between Thursday 21 and Sunday 31 July, 2 - 3pm 

Join us to learn more about what life was like living through the blackout in the Second World 

War. Handle real artefacts from the museum’s collections including an ARP lamp and make your 

glow in the dark bracelet, bag charm or key fob inspired by the real luminous badges worn by 

British civilians of the day. 

Open Studio: Pompom Toy 

Daily between Mon 1 and Fri 12 August, 2 - 3pm 

Get creative and learn more about life on the Second World War home front. Handle real 

artefacts from the museum’s collections including a darning mushroom and make your own 

pompom toy to take home and keep. 

Open Studio: Felt Decorations 

Daily between Sunday 14 and Wednesday 31 August, 2 - 3pm 

Be inspired by the creativity and ingenuity of people staying stylish on a shoestring during the 

Second World War and make your own felt and bead decoration using a range of colourful 

materials. Learn more about life on the home front and handle real artefacts from the museum’s 

collections including an ARP lamp. 

Storytelling 

Animals and War 

Daily throughout August, 10:30am 

Join us for family storytelling sessions about animals and war. Puppets and pictures will bring to 

life heroic and heart-warming tales of wartime animal bravery, such as the story of Irma the dog 

who helped rescue people from collapsed buildings when bombs were dropped in London in 

1944.  

https://livesofthefirstworldwar.org/
https://livesofthefirstworldwar.org/


 
Notes to Editors 
IWM North 

The multi award winning IWM North is designed by world-renowned architect Daniel Libeskind to 

represent a globe shattered by conflict. The iconic building, innovative and dynamic exhibitions, use of 

digital media through hourly Big Picture Shows and public events explore how war shapes lives and 

inspire and encourage debate.  

 

Open daily from 10am - 5pm with free admission at The Quays, Trafford Wharf Road, Manchester M17 

1TZ (close to MediaCityUK Metrolink and Junction 9 of the M60) T: 0161 836 4000 

E:iwmnorth@iwm.org.uk iwm.org.uk 

 

  

 
IWM  

IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 

involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 

 

Our unique collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, 

ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences 

across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We 

challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the 

causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 

 

IWM’s five branches are IWM London, IWM’s flagship branch with six floors of exhibitions and displays; 

IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a 

world renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War Rooms, 

housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second World War cruiser HMS 

Belfast.  

 

First World War Centenary 

2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary for Britain and the world. 

IWM will mark the centenary by leading a vibrant, four year programme of cultural activities across the 

country, including the opening of brand new First World War galleries at IWM London in 2014. For more 

information visit www.1914.org 

 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/
http://www.1914.org/

