
 

 

 

8 June 2016 

Submissions open for IWM’s Short Film Festival  

Submissions are now open for the 2016 IWM Short Film Festival, a showcase of imaginative and 

challenging films inspired by IWM’s collections and the course, cause and consequences of conflict.  

IWM is inviting everyone, including professionals, amateurs and students from across the world to enter 

their short films into this prestigious competition.   

Films will be judged in two categories Best Documentary and Best Creative Response, with three 

additional awards for Best Use of IWM Archive Material, Best Student Film and the Audience Vote.    

In January 2016 IWM will announce the Festival programme, made up for the most significant and 

inspirational films, as picked by a panel of expert judges. The screenings of the shortlisted films will take 

place at IWM London from 26 February to 7 March 2016.  

Last year the IWM Short Film Festival saw a record number of entries from student, amateur and 

professional film makers from over 15 countries.  Films took the form of art, animation, historical drama, 

and documentary and covered conflicts from the First World War up to the present day. 

Matt Lee, IWM Short Film Festival Director, says “It is always moving and inspiring to see such a 

variety of films that deal with and respond to the exceptional circumstances produced in conflict.  The 

creativity, and quality of work in last year’s competition was unprecedented, and I can’t wait to see what 

we have in store for this year. “ 

Diane Lees, IWM Director General says, “IWM’s Short Film Festival is a unique platform for film makers 

to work creatively with our archive and produce new and challenging material. It is a real privilege to 

continue to work with both October Films and Prime Focus, who for many years have supported us and 

the film makers.” 

Jo Griffin, Head of Content Services and Restoration at Prime Focus says, “Prime Focus is honoured 

to once again be working with the IWM on their Short Film Festival. It is an amazing competition for 

both new and established film makers to showcase their work. The impeccably high standard set by the 

entries from last year’s festival, leaves us incredibly excited for what awaits us this year.”       

Previous winner Chloe White says, “Having my film screened at IWM was such an honour. It was a real 

privilege and I’ve had a lot of interest in my film ever since.” 

For more information about IWM’s Short Film Festival and requirements for submissions: 

www.iwm.org.uk/film-festival. 

-Ends- 

For press enquiries and interviews, please contact: Charlotte Sluter, csluter@iwm.org.uk / 0207 416 

5420 
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Notes to Editors 

IWM Short Film Festival Facts 
 

 The judging panel for IWM’s Short Film Festival will comprise professional filmmakers, IWM Film 
Archive curators and representatives from the film and television industry. IWM is now 
accepting submissions. 

 For more information on formats and contacts visit www.iwm.org.uk/film-festival 

 Short listing for the festival will begin in October and screenings will take place from 26 

February to Monday 7 March 2016  

 The award ceremony will take place at IWM London Monday 21 March 2016 

 The film must be inspired by IWM’s subject matter and/or collections 

 Films should be no longer than 30 minutes in length 

 Submissions are accepted from all filmmakers. IWM encourages submissions from student and 

amateur filmmakers 

 Films should be in English or provided with English subtitles  

 Films which have previously been submitted to the IWM Short Film Festival will not be 

considered for re-submission 

IWM Film Archive  
 
The IWM Film Archive is the oldest film archive in the country; the collection extends to over 20,000 
hours of film (including video and digital borne material).  
 
In addition to the two World Wars, the Archive covers all aspects of conflict in which British or 
Commonwealth Forces have been involved since the start of the Twentieth Century, from the Boer War 
to the current involvement in Afghanistan. The collection also reflects aspects of civilian life in wartime 
and military life in peacetime, as well as military exercises and operations of all kinds.  
 
The archive deals with all forms of research on the collection and facilitates commercial access to the 
Archive's material for film and television companies. The Archive acquires film for preservation from a 
variety of sources, and carries out documentation about our holdings. 
 
IWM  

IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 

involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 

Our unique Collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, 

ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences 

across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We 

challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the 

causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 

IWM’s five branches attract over 2 million visitors each year. IWM London, our flagship branch, marks 

the Centenary of the First World War with new permanent First World War Galleries and a new Atrium 

with iconic large object displays. Our other branches are IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning 

building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a world-renowned aviation museum and Britain's 

best preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War Rooms, housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below 

Whitehall; and the Second World War cruiser HMS Belfast. 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/film-festival
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-london
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-north
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-duxford
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/churchill-war-rooms
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/hms-belfast


 


