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Live Installation to mark the First World War Centenary 

Part of IWM North’s REACTIONS14 series of contemporary art  

 

Thousands of red and blue soldiers will sprawl across the walls inside IWM North, part of Imperial War 

Museums, as part of a constantly evolving live artwork marking the First World War Centenary this August.  

 

IWM has been commissioning artists to create responses to conflict since the First World War.  

 

Now, to mark the centenary of the conflict, visual artist Mark Anstee presents RedBlueRedBlue at IWM 

North in Manchester – challenging visitors to think more deeply about the First World War. 

 

For one hour each day from 2 - 31 August, visitors will be able to observe the artist working inside a 

unique dazzle painted pod installed in the heart of the museum.  

 

Over 30 days, Anstee will use the opposing colours of red and blue, which symbolise warring factions, to 

draw thousands of army action figures.  

 

As he draws, the figures will be projected live onto the 27ft high walls of IWM North’s Main Exhibition 

Space.  

 

Each day’s drawing will be a reaction to the previous day. The witnessing visitors will be able to follow a 

virtual battle as each force tries to out-manoeuvre the other. 

As the drawings accumulate, the interior of IWM North will be transformed into a giant kaleidoscope of 

red and blue.  



Anstee hopes the work will inspire visitors to think in new and different ways about the First World War, 

and to question the persistent, recurring nature of conflict itself. 

Visitors can view the work live every day from 12-1pm. Entry is free. 

The artwork will also be live streamed via IWM North’s YouTube channel to a number of external locations 

- a first for IWM North - allowing the poignant spectacle to be viewed live across the world as well as within 

the museum itself.   

 

Artist Mark Anstee said:  

‘Opposing colours have been used to denote warring factions in conflict for centuries. Even at school we 

were given a red or a blue bib to divide us into teams, some days you were red, some days you were blue. 

In contemporary conflicts we have become familiar with the term Red-on-Blue or even Blue-on-Blue. 

These colours were used to map battlefield trenches 100 years ago in WW1, and at some point, the 

colours were switched. What could possibly go wrong?’  

 

IWM North Director Graham Boxer said: ‘Mark Anstee’s spectacular live drawing is a highlight in IWM 

North’s major Reactions14 series of contemporary artistic responses to conflict. Specially commissioned 

to mark the First World War Centenary, this season of high-quality artworks and live performances - 

covering a wide range of artistic disciplines - will unveil new and unique ways to explore the impact of the 

conflict on everyone involved.’ 

 

For more information, visit www.iwm.org.uk or connect with IWM North on @I_W_M #IWM North 

#RedBlueRedBlue or Facebook.com/iwm.north 

 

– Ends – 

 

                                
 

 

For further press information and high res images please contact: 

Alex Knight, Press and PR Manager, IWM North, 0161 836 4040, aknight@iwm.org.uk 

Lorna McBride, Press and PR Assistant, IWM North, 0161 836 4046, lmcbride@iwm.org.uk  

 
 

Notes to Editors 

 

Mark Anstee has created temporary installations and live drawings for the Royal Armouries Leeds, In 

Flanders Fields Museum Belgium, Irish Museum of Modern Art Dublin, Fabrica Gallery Brighton, De La Warr 

Pavilion Bexhill and the Bluecoat Liverpool. He specialises in creating site-specific works that use drawing, 

performance and temporary structures to explore narratives of conflict and extremis.  

 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/
mailto:aknight@iwm.org.uk
mailto:lmcbride@iwm.org.uk


 

IWM North 

The multi award winning IWM North is designed by world-renowned architect Daniel Libeskind to 

represent a globe shattered by conflict. The iconic building, innovative and dynamic exhibitions, use of 

digital media through hourly Big Picture Shows and public events explore how war shapes lives and 

inspire and encourage debate.  

 

Open daily from 10am - 5pm with free admission at The Quays, Trafford Wharf Road, Manchester M17 

1TZ (close to MediaCityUK Metrolink and Junction 9 of the M60) T: 0161 836 4000 

E:iwmnorth@iwm.org.uk www.iwm.org.uk 

 

IWM  

IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 

involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 

 

Our unique collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, 

ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences 

across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We 

challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the 

causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 

 

IWM’s five branches are IWM London, IWM’s flagship branch with six floors of exhibitions and displays; 

IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a 

world renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War Rooms, 

housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second World War cruiser HMS 

Belfast.  

 

First World War Centenary 

2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary for Britain and the world. 

IWM will mark the centenary by leading a vibrant, four year programme of cultural activities across the 

country, including the opening of brand new First World War galleries at IWM London in 2014. For more 

information visit www.1914.org 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/
http://www.1914.org/

