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Rare First World War Sopwith Pup aircraft on display at                             

IWM Duxford this summer  
 

Visitors to IWM Duxford this summer will have the chance to see a rare First World War Sopwith Pup 

aircraft, which is currently on display in the Air and Sea exhibition. 

 

The aircraft is being operated by the Historic Aircraft Collection and has been painstakingly 

reconstructed over the past four years. It has been rebuilt using many original First World War component 

parts, including an original engine.  The attention to detail is remarkable; the aircraft is once again perfect 

in every detail. 

 

Sopwith Pup N6161 was built at Kingston-on-Thames, fitted with an 80 horse power Le Rhone engine 

and delivered to St Pol in France on 25 January 1917. Pilot Titch Rochford, test flying the aircraft on          

29 January 1917, recorded it as “very easy to loop. Comes over much easier than a Bristol Scout.” 

 

The Pup was allocated to No.9 Squadron on 1 February 1917, the day that the squadron was formed.   

That morning the aircraft was flown by George Elliott, who had just arrived in France and was on his first 

mission. His was one of two Pups escorting two Sopwith 1 ½ Strutters on a photo-reconnaissance flight 

over Bruges. 

 

At 12,500 feet they were intercepted by two Rumpler float planes flown by German pilots Carl Meyer and 

Bernd Niemeyer. Carl Meyer, who was a very experienced pilot with four combat successes, managed to 

force George Elliott down to land on the beach in Bredene. Sopwith Pup N6161 was captured intact and 

Elliott survived as a Prisoner of War. It is said that Meyer wrote to Elliott in the Prisoner of War camps. 

 

Sopwith Pup N6161 was then flown to Nieumunster, where it was photographed in its British markings 

and then repaired and test flown in German markings. It seems to have suffered a taxiing or landing 

accident and was photographed on its nose some time later. 

 

Some of the original parts of the aircraft were retained by Meyer and, together  with other personal 

effects,  were passed down to his family following his death while testing a prototype Aviatik on 31 

December 1917, to end up in a small private museum in Alsace and subsequently be acquired by the 

present owner. 

 

These remaining original N6161 parts have been incorporated, alongside other original Sopwith factory 

and period Sopwith Pup components, in the reconstruction of N6161, which was undertaken by 

Retrotec, the restoration arm of the Historic Aircraft Collection Ltd. The aircraft will remain in the Air and 

Sea exhibition until the autumn. It will return to the skies very shortly with its first public display penciled 

in for The Duxford Air Show: Meet the Fighters (Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 September). It will be flown in 

its original British markings initially, but later on it is planned to paint it in the German markings. 

 

– Ends – 

 



 

 

 

For further press information please contact: 

Esther Blaine on eblaine@iwm.org.uk/ 01223 499 320 

  
Notes to Editors 

 

 Historic Aircraft Collection’s Sopwith Pup N6161 will be on display at IWM Duxford until at least 

autumn 2016. 

 

 IWM Duxford has a range of exciting summer holiday activities on offer until the end of August. 

 

 The Duxford Air Show: Meet the Fighters (Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 September) explores the 

role of fighter aircraft with exciting activities across the museum and dynamic flying displays. 

 
IWM Duxford 

 

IWM Duxford is Britain’s best-preserved Second World War airfield, with a fascinating history that dates 

back to the First World War. Its story reflects the landmark achievements made in aviation history. IWM 

Duxford is Europe’s premier aviation museum, where historic buildings intersperse with state-of-the-art 

exhibition halls, including AirSpace and the American Air Museum. Historic aircraft can regularly be seen 

taking to the skies from Duxford’s wartime airfield. Through the rich displays of aircraft and the powerful 

stories of the men and women involved, we tell the story of the impact of aviation on the nature of war, 

on people’s lives and on the social and economic history of the region. With one of the finest collections 

of tanks, military vehicles and artillery in the UK, we also show the impact of technological development 

on war and conflict. 

 

Open Daily:  

 

Summer 2016: 12 March to late October 10am to 6pm. Last entry at 5pm. 

 

IWM  

 

IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 

involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 

 

Our unique Collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, 

ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences 

across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We 

challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the 

causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 

 

First World War Centenary 

2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary 

for Britain and the world. IWM will mark the centenary by leading a vibrant, four 

year programme of cultural activities across the country, including the opening  

of brand new First World War Galleries at IWM London in 2014. For more 

information visit www.1914.org 
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