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Spring bank holiday activities at IWM Duxford  
 
This spring bank holiday weekend (Saturday 30 April to Monday 2 May) IWM Duxford invites visitors to 
enjoy events, interactive activities and engaging talks at this historic site. 
 
On Sunday 1 May, IWM Duxford hosts the Spring Car Show, showcasing over 1,200 cars dating from 
the 1930s right up to the present day. 
 
Following its recent popularity during the Easter holidays, the Lancaster Experience will be open to 
visitors over the spring bank holiday weekend, offering a rare opportunity to peer inside the legendary 
Lancaster Bomber and experience the realities of RAF Bomber Command during the Second World War.  
 
Alongside the recently transformed American Air Museum, visitors can also see the newly installed 
Whale, a pivotal piece of D-Day history unique to IWM Duxford, located just outside the Land Warfare 
exhibition. 
 
All bank holiday activities are included in general admission to IWM Duxford. 
 
 
Spring Car Show 
Sunday 1 May 
 
Embark on a journey through motoring history at the Spring Car Show on Sunday 1 May.  
 
Up to 38 different car clubs are set to attend, including the Rolls Royce Enthusiasts’ Club and the 
Mustang Owners Club of Great Britain.  
 
Over 1,200 cars dating from the 1930s right up to the present day will be on display. The owners of these 
beautiful vehicles will share their motoring knowledge with visitors to IWM Duxford. 
 
The Spring Car Show is a must-see for car enthusiasts of all ages. 
 
 
The Lancaster Experience  
 
Sir Arthur Harris, Commander-in-Chief of RAF Bomber Command, once called the Avro Lancaster “the 
greatest single factor in winning the war.” 
 
During the spring bank holiday weekend, visitors can learn more about the Lancaster Bomber and how 
this type of aircraft played such a significant role in the Second World War. 
 



IWM Duxford’s Lancaster Bomber holds a commanding presence in the AirSpace exhibition.  
Standing next to such an immense structure, it is possible to really sense the sheer magnitude and 
power of this legendary aircraft. 
 
With the rear door opened to the public, visitors can peer inside and imagine what it was like to be a 
member of Bomber Command during the Second World War. The aircraft’s compact interior, coupled 
with the lingering scent of a Second World War bomber, enables visitors to truly connect with the young 
men who flew and fought in this type of aircraft. 
 
A historic interpreter, dressed as a member of Bomber Command, will present three interpretative 
sessions at 11am, 12pm and 1pm.These engaging talks, lasting approximately 20 minutes, give visitors 
the chance to learn about the roles of each individual crew member, their uniform and the equipment 
and weaponry they employed. 
 
The Lancaster bomber is open for viewing between 11.20am and 3.30pm, except during interpretative 
sessions. 
 
 
Family backpacks 
10am to 3pm (last entry at 2:30pm) 
 
Borrow an activity backpack, full of exciting challenges for all the family, and follow a trail around key 
objects in the Airspace exhibition. The backpack also contains aviation-themed items to try on so that 
visitors can actively identify with the people and objects that inspired the exhibition. 
 
There are two backpacks on offer for children aged 6 and under and two for children aged 7 and over.  
 
 
Explore the recently transformed American Air Museum 
 
IWM Duxford’s recently transformed American Air Museum is now open to the public after a major 
redevelopment. 
 
With the best collection of American aircraft on display outside North America, the American Air 
Museum tells the story of Anglo-American collaboration in twentieth and twenty-first century warfare. 
Focusing on the key role played by American air power in conflicts from 1918 to the present day, the 
exhibition links the objects on display with the personal stories of 85 people whose lives have shaped 
and been shaped by war. 
 
The American Air Museum is home to 850 objects, including equipment, uniforms, keepsakes and 
photographs. Many of these have never been seen by the public before. 
 
 
See the Whale, a real piece of D-Day history 

 
The Whale, one of IWM Duxford’s newest exhibits and the only object of its kind in the UK, is a symbol 
of true innovation and engineering prowess. As part of Mulberry Harbour B, the Whale served as a 
crucial section of floating roadway, transporting troops, vehicles and supplies to the Allies on the 
beaches of Normandy, after the D-Day invasion, 6 June 1944. 
 
The Whale is situated next to the Land Warfare exhibition, home to the Normandy Experience and the 
Monty exhibition.  Together they tell the story of the final months of the war in Europe, from D-Day, 
through the fierce battles in France to VE Day. 



 
– Ends –  
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Notes to Editors 
 
Spring Bank Holiday Activities 
 

 IWM Duxford is open from 10am to 6pm during May bank holiday  
 

 Spring bank holiday activities are included in general admission to IWM Duxford. 
 

 Please check the IWM website (iwm.org.uk/duxford) for up-to-date information regarding all 
spring bank holiday activities.  IWM Duxford reserves the right to change or cancel activities 
where necessary. 

 
 
The Spring Car Show 
 

 The Spring Car Show is included in general admission to IWM Duxford.  
  

 Please note that inclement weather may affect the number of cars attending the Spring Car 
Show. 

 

 Please check the IWM website (iwm.org.uk) for up-to-date information regarding all activities 
on Sunday 1 May.  IWM Duxford reserves the right to change or cancel events where necessary. 

 
 
IWM Duxford 
 
IWM Duxford is Britain’s best-preserved Second World War airfield, with a fascinating history that dates 
back to the First World War. Its story reflects the landmark achievements made in aviation history. IWM 
Duxford is Europe’s premier aviation museum, where historic buildings intersperse with state-of-the-art 
exhibition halls, including AirSpace and the American Air Museum. Historic aircraft can regularly be seen 
taking to the skies from Duxford’s wartime airfield. Through the rich displays of aircraft and the 
powerful stories of the men and women involved, we tell the story of the impact of aviation on the 
nature of war, on people’s lives and on the social and economic history of the region. With one of the 
finest collections of tanks, military vehicles and artillery in the UK, we also show the impact of 
technological development on war and conflict. 
 
 
Open Daily: Summer 2016: 15 March to 24 October 2016 10am to 6pm. Last entry at 5pm. 
 
 
IWM  



 
IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 
involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 
 
Our unique Collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, 
ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences 
across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We 
challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the 
causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 
 
IWM’s five branches are IWM London, IWM’s flagship branch with six floors of exhibitions and displays; 
IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a 
world renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War Rooms, 
housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second World War cruiser HMS 
Belfast.  
 
 
First World War Centenary 
 
2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary 
for Britain and the world. IWM will mark the centenary by leading a vibrant, four 
year programme of cultural activities across the country, including the opening  
of brand new First World War Galleries at IWM London in 2014. For more 
information visit www.1914.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.1914.org/

