
 
 
 
 
 
 
Immediate Release 
 

Peyton and Byrne wins IWM London contract 
 
Oliver Peyton and the directors of Peyton and Byrne are pleased to announce a seven-year contract 
with IWM London (part of the Imperial War Museums) in Lambeth, London, to operate two new Cafés 
and to provide exclusive events catering.   
 
Both Cafés will open in summer 2014 as part of the re-development of IWM London. Designed by Foster 
+ Partners, the transformed museum includes a new atrium space with large object displays and the 
launch of new ground-breaking First World War Galleries to mark the First World War Centenary.  
 
Commenting on the new project, Oliver Peyton stated: “Working with IWM and Foster + Partners is a 
privilege – the significant historical environment is inspiring, and we are excited about the opportunity 
to collaborate on a completely new way of looking at the visitor experience with the museum team.” 
 
Open daily during museum hours, the 144 seat café will have an outdoor seasonal terrace area seating a 
further 92, looking out onto the Geraldine Mary Harmsworth Park. The second café will be situated on 
the first floor of the museum, directly off the new terraced galleries.  
 
The modern British menus will appeal to the broad visitor mix, with the food offering will evolve 
throughout the day, and change with the British seasons.  
 
Diane Lees, Director–General of IWM says: “2014 is a huge year for IWM, and we are really excited that 
our new and improved museum will fully open to the public in less than a year’s time. One of the driving 
factors in our redevelopment was to improve the experience for our visitors and we are delighted that 
Peyton and Byrne have come on board, to join us on this journey and run our brand new cafés.” 
 
– Ends – 
 
For further press information please contact:  
Bryony Phillips on bphillips@iwm.org.uk / 020 7416 5316 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 
IWM London  
IWM London - IWM’s flagship branch - tells the stories of those whose lives have been shaped by war 
through the depth, breadth and impact of our Galleries, displays and events. Explore what life was like 
at home during the Second World War in A Family in Wartime; delve into the world of espionage in 
Secret War; visit our award-winning Holocaust Exhibition; discover stories of bravery in The Lord Ashcroft 
Gallery: Extraordinary Heroes;  see work by some of Britain’s most significant 20th Century artists in our 
art galleries or take in our latest major temporary exhibitions. Our family learning sessions and events 
encourage debate and challenge people’s perceptions of war.  
 
IWM London is temporarily closed 6 January – July 2014 as we ‘Transform IWM London’. The museum 
will partially re-open with the new major exhibition Truth and Memory: British Art of the First World 
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War and will fully re-open in July 2014 when we launch our brand new First World War Galleries to 
mark the 100 year anniversary of the start of the First World War and unveil a new Atrium, new shops 
and a park-side café. 
 
Open Daily: 10am – 6pm (except 24 - 26 December 2013 and 6 January – July 2014) 
IWM London, Lambeth Road, London, SE1 6HZ 
T: 020 7416 5000 
E: mail@iwm.org.uk 
iwm.org.uk / @I_W_M / www.facebook.com/iwm.london  
 
IWM  
IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 
involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 
 
Our unique Collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, 
ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences 
across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We 
challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the 
causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 
 
IWM’s five branches attract over 2 million visitors each year. IWM London, our flagship branch, is 
transforming with new First World War Galleries and a new atrium with large object displays which will 
open in summer 2014 to mark the Centenary of the First World War (Please note IWM London is 
partially open, and in summer 2014 the museum will fully reopen). Our other branches are IWM North, 
housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a world-
renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War Rooms, housed 
in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second World War cruiser HMS Belfast.  
 
First World War Centenary 
2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary for 
Britain and the world. IWM will mark the centenary by leading a vibrant, four year 
programme of cultural activities across the country, including the opening of brand 
new First World War Galleries at IWM London in 2014. For more information visit 
www.1914.org. 
 
Background on Peyton and Byrne 
Founded in 2005 by restaurateur Oliver Peyton and his sister Siobhan Peyton, the company has helped 
to transform the dining experience in prestigious public spaces by significantly improving the quality of 
the food and drink offering within many of London’s famous national institutions and parks. The new 
Restaurant and Bar at Keeper’s House (launched September 2013) marked Peyton and Byrne’s ninth 
restaurant, adding to Restaurant at the Royal Academy of Arts, The Wallace Restaurant, The National 
Café and The National Dining Rooms at The National Gallery, The Orangery and Pavilion, both at Kew 
Gardens, and The ICA Café Bar. In addition, Peyton and Byrne also run several modern British bakeries 
and cafés, located at The British Library, St Pancras Station, The Wellcome Collection, Central St Giles, 
and Wellington Street in Covent Garden (opened September 2013).  
 
The company plans to open up to a dozen new bakeries in the next year, including sites in Chiswick and 
Brighton. The events arm of the business, Peyton Events, has catered for over 650 events in the last 
year, including bespoke corporate and private events, weddings and large-scale conferences. In 
November 2012, the company secured a £6.25 million investment from Business Growth Fund, which it 
will use to launch new restaurants, bakeries and cafés.   
www.peytonandbyrne.co.uk     Twitter: @PeytonandByrne 
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