
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pears Foundation supports the transformation of IWM 

London 

IWM (Imperial War Museums) has been granted a donation of £1,750,000 from the Pears 
Foundation to support Peace and Security: 1945 - 2014, a terraced gallery focusing on stories of 
contemporary conflicts in IWM London’s new dramatic Atrium.  
 
The Atrium, designed by Foster + Partners, will open to the public on 19 July 2014, when IWM 
launches the transformed museum with new First World War Galleries to mark the centenary of 
the First World War.  
 
Displays in Peace and Security will cover topics such as how Britain and Europe re-built itself 
after the Second World War and the way conflicts have been fought and communities divided in 
places such as Ireland, Iraq and Afghanistan. 
 
This complex story is told through objects that offer insights into these sometimes controversial 
episodes of recent history, such as a piece of steel from the World Trade Centre through to 
artworks commissioned or collected by IWM to capture different perspectives from the terrible 
events covered.  
 
Diane Lees, Director-General, IWM said: “IWM was established almost 100 years ago to collect 
record and remember objects and stories of those affected by conflict, and we continue to do this 
today. From July this year, visitors to the new, transformed IWM London can explore key episodes in 
the history of conflict from the First World War to the present day.  Peace and Security, thanks to the 
support of the Pears Foundation, will show the many ways in which modern conflicts have been 
fought, experienced, resolved or left unfinished, raising questions about how and why we fight, fear 
and live with war and its unending aftermath.” 
 
Trevor Pears CMG, Executive Chair of Pears Foundation said: “We are delighted to be supporting 
this major redevelopment to transform IWM London.  The stories told in Peace and Security, 
reflecting on British identity and citizenship directly mirrors our own Foundation’s philosophy. We are 
certain that this gallery, supported by the on-going education work of IWM London, will contribute to 
a deeper knowledge and understanding of who we are as Britons, how we got here and where we 
are going." 
 
IWM is currently fundraising to meet the full £40 million project cost of the transformation of IWM 
London, and the new First World War Galleries. Funds are being sought from a variety of sources 
including philanthropic donations, trusts and foundations and corporate partners. Members of the 
public can support the Galleries’ campaign by going to iwm.org.uk/donate. The Imperial War 
Museum Foundation, chaired by Lord Rothermere and with the Duke of Cambridge as Patron, is also 
raising funds for IWM’s new First World War Galleries appeal.  Including Pears Foundation’s support, 
£38.3 million has been secured to date. To support IWM’s Centenary campaign go to 
iwm.org.uk/donate  

- Ends   - 

 
For further information contact the following:  

 At IWM - Bryony Phillips on bphillips@iwm.org.uk / 020 7416 5316  

mailto:bphillips@iwm.org.uk


 At Pears Foundation - Bridget McGing on BMcGing@pearsfoundation.org.uk / 020 7433 
0688 
 

Notes to editors 
 
IWM  
IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 
involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 
 
Our unique collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, 
places, ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical 
experiences across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and 
creative force. We challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their 
understanding of the causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 
 
IWM’s five branches which attract over 2 million visitors each year are IWM London, IWM’s flagship 
branch that is transforming with new First World War Galleries and Atrium space opening in the 
summer of 2014 to mark the Centenary of the First World War; IWM North, housed in an iconic 
award-winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a world renowned aviation 
museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War Rooms, housed in Churchill’s 
secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second World War cruiser HMS Belfast.  
 
First World War Centenary 
2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary for 
Britain and the world. IWM will mark the centenary by leading a vibrant, four year 
programme of cultural activities across the country, including the opening of brand 
new First World War Galleries at IWM London in 2014. For more information visit 
www.1914.org. 
 
 
Pear Foundation 
Pears Foundation is a British family foundation rooted in Jewish values.  Our work is concerned with 
positive identity and citizenship.  We are dedicated to creating a more equitable, caring society and 
promoting respect and understanding between people of different backgrounds.  For more 
information see www.pearsfoundation.org.uk 
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