
 

 

 

 

 

 

Post Event Press Release: IWM London VIP Launch Party  

    

Event: VIP Launch for the transformed Imperial War Museums (IWM) London  

When: Thursday 17
TH

 July 2014 

Where: IWM London, Lambeth Road, London, SE 1 6HZ  

Who: Jennifer Saunders, Adrian Edmondson, Sam Bompas, Harry Parr, the cast of The Crimson 
Field including Richard Rankin, Jack Gordon, Marianne Oldham and Alice St.Clair, Ian Hislop, 
Dermot Murnaghan, Kenneth Cranham, Sebastian Faulks, Kate Adie, Martin Bell.  

Additional info: Performance developed for IWM by creative agency Johnny Fearless and Event 
Designers Private Drama. Event production by White Light and Sound by Design.  

Images available to download from:  
http://press.iwm.org.uk 
Username: VIPlaunch 
Password: IWM/press 

Aardman Animation for IWM London: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-lZUTMS8uLA  

Tonight saw the launch event for the transformation of IWM London including the brand new First 
World War Galleries and new Atrium, designed by Foster + Partners.  

Jennifer Saunders, Bompas and Parr, the stars from The Crimson Field, Ian Hislop and Kate 
Adie joined IWM’s Director General Diane Lees for the reveal of the transformed museum in a 
memorable and fitting fashion.  Guests enjoyed a theatrical performance developed with creative 
agency Johnny Fearless and a specialist production company Private Drama. The performance 
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took place in the new atrium, after a screening of Aardman’s specially created animation for the 
museum, and bought to life the stories of the museum’s most poignant objects.  
 
First World War soldier Billy Tickle, whose mother donated her only photo to museum following his 
death in 1916, and a Mark 1 Spitfire flown in the Second World War were among the items that were 
highlighted in the performance.  Guests were then invited into the new permanent First World War 
Galleries to encounter over 1,300 objects telling the story of the war on both the home and fighting 
fronts.   
 
Champagne donated by Pol Roger, and a menu of canapés, including Kiln smoked salmon with 
beetroot, Earl grey tea courgette, and summer berry panna cotta provided by Peyton Events.    
 
The event comes ahead of IWM London’s reopening to the public on 19 July 2014 which includes the 
First World War Galleries, a newly configured Atrium with iconic large object displays and a number 
of new exhibitions, public spaces, shops and cafes.  
 
The transformed IWM London was officially opened by HRH the Duke of Cambridge earlier today, 
and the event was attended by the Prime Minister. 

ENDS 

Picture agencies in attendance Getty, Rex Features 

For further press information and images from IWM London please contact: 

Charlotte Sluter; csluter@iwm.org.uk / 0207 416 5420 / 07966 626 241 

Bryony Philips: bphilips@iwm.org.uk / 0207 416 5316 / 07791 098 745 

Notes to Editors 
About the First World War Galleries: 

 Designer: Casson Mann 

 When the project began: In 2010 

 Access: They are free and are suitable for all ages, 

 Area: Cover an area of over 1000m2. 

 Number of objects and digital displays: They will feature over 1,300 objects alongside 60 

digital displays including interactive and immersive spaces, encouraging visitors to explore a 

range of themes and challenge their perceptions of the conflict. 

 Reflection Spaces: There will be two atmospheric reflection spaces, each centred on an 

object, where visitors will be encouraged to pause and think about some of the most difficult 

aspects of the war, including the act of killing and the fear of being killed. 

 Countries Featured: They focus on the stories of Britain and the former empire. Countries 

which feature include Australia, New Zealand, Canada, India and the forces and fronts in the 

Middle East and Northern Africa. 

 Historical Research: The narrative of the exhibition has drawn from the huge advances 

made in the historical study of the First World War in recent years, and has been created in 

consultation with an advisory board composed of leading British historians. 

 Family Visitors: The Galleries will include family-friendly hands on interactives, such as our 

recruitment wall where you can try-on and explore uniforms, as well as objects with special 

family captions, written by IWM’s Youth Panel, allowing families to explore various themes 

and objects. 

 The 14 chapters which the Galleries will be made up of are: Hope and Glory, An 
Inevitable War, Shock, Your Country Needs You, Deadlock, World War, Feeding the Front, 
Total War - The Somme, At All Costs, Life at the Front, Machines Against Men, Breaking 

mailto:csluter@iwm.org.uk
mailto:bphilips@iwm.org.uk


Down, Seizing Victory, War Without End . 
 
IWM London has undergone a £40 million (approximate figure) major transformation, which includes 
the building of new First World War Galleries and new Atrium thanks to support from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund; Department of Culture, Media and Sport; Pears Foundation; Waste Recycling 
Environmental Ltd; DCMS/Wolfson Museums and Galleries Improvement Fund; as well as support 
from the IWM Foundation, chaired by Lord Rothermere, which has received gifts from Peter Harrison 
Heritage Foundation; Garfield Weston Foundation; Lord Rothermere; Lord Ashcroft KCMG PC; 
Westfield; The Duke of Westminster Foundation; Wolfson Foundation; Foyle Foundation; Clore 
Duffield Foundation; Kirby Laing Foundation; Bernard Sunley Charitable Foundation; The Reuben 
Foundation and The Sackler Trust. Additional support has been received from other philanthropic 
donations, trusts and foundations as well as corporate partners, IWM Friends, and members of the 
public. 
 
IWM London  
IWM London - IWM’s flagship branch - tells the stories of those whose lives have been shaped by 
war through the depth, breadth and impact of our Galleries, displays and events. Explore what life 
was like at home during the Second World War in A Family in Wartime; delve into the world of 
espionage in Secret War; visit our award-winning Holocaust Exhibition; discover stories of bravery 
in The Lord Ashcroft Gallery: Extraordinary Heroes;  see work by some of Britain’s most significant 
20

th
 Century artists in our art galleries or take in our latest major temporary exhibitions.  Our family 

learning sessions and events encourage debate and challenge people’s perceptions of war.  
 
IWM London will re-open to the public on 19 July 2014 with the new major exhibition Truth and 
Memory: British Art of the First World War, our brand new First World War Galleries, a new Atrium, 
new shops and a park-side café. 
 
From 19 July 2014 
Open daily from 10am – 6pm (except 24 - 26 December) 
IWM London, Lambeth Road, London, SE1 6HZ.  
T: 020 7416 5000 
iwm.org.uk  
 
IWM  
IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 
involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 
 
Our unique Collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, 
places, ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical 
experiences across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and 
creative force. We challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their 
understanding of the causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 
 
IWM’s five branches attract over 2 million visitors each year. IWM London, our flagship branch, is 
transforming with new First World War Galleries and a new Atrium with large object displays which 
will open on 19 July 2014 to mark the Centenary of the First World War. Our other branches are IWM 
North, housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a 
world-renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War 
Rooms, housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second World War 
cruiser HMS Belfast. 
 
First World War Centenary 
2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary for 
Britain and the world. IWM will mark the centenary by leading a vibrant, four year 
programme of cultural activities across the country, including the opening of brand 
new First World War Galleries at IWM London in 2014. For more information visit 
www.1914.org 
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Heritage Lottery Fund 
Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) aims to make a 
lasting difference for heritage, people and communities across the UK and help build a resilient 
heritage economy. HLF has supported 36,000 projects with £6bn across the UK 
www.hlf.org.uk @heritagelottery  #understandingWW1 
 
Since April 2010, HLF has invested over £56m in projects - large and small - exploring the many 
stories of the First World War. HLF is making at least £1million available per year for six years until 
2019 to projects through its First World War: then and now programme. HLF will provide small grants 
between £3,000 and £10,000 enabling communities and groups right across the UK to explore, 
conserve and share their First World War heritage and deepen their understanding of the impact of 
the conflict. 
 
Government’s Centenary Programme 
On 4 August 2014 it will be 100 years since Britain entered the First World War. Within government 
the Department for Culture, Media and Sport is leading plans to build a commemoration fitting of this 
significant milestone in world history. As the Prime Minister made clear when he launched the 
programme in October 2012, the main theme will be remembrance with a particular focus on bringing 
the centenary alive for young people. There will be a number of national events across the four 
years, as well as cross-Government programmes to help deliver this. Further details can be found 
here https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/first-world-war-centenary  
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