
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Immediate Release  

 

JRR Tolkien’s revolver reveals true First World War story 

behind The Hobbit 
 

Almost 100 years on from the conflict, JRR Tolkien’s First World War revolver is to go on public display at 

IWM North, part of Imperial War Museums, in Manchester.  

 

Tolkien, author of The Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit, endured life in the front line trenches of the 

Somme throughout the summer and autumn of 1916.   

 

The impact of the battle remained with him for the rest of his life and its influence can be clearly seen in 

his unique mythological creations. 

 

The revolver will go on display in IWM North’s Main Exhibition Space this December, ahead of the opening 

of IWM North’s major exhibition ‘From Street To Trench: A War That Shaped a Region’ in April 2014to 

mark the First World War Centenary.  Entry to IWM North is free; donations are welcomed.  

 

Graham Boxer, Director of IWM North, said: ‘This December just as the latest The Hobbit film launches 

in cinemas, visitors to IWM North will be able to see this weapon and connect further with Tolkien’s 

magical stories which were born from harrowing wartime experiences. Exhibiting this object is for us the 

start of what will be an extremely busy time as we prepare to launch our major First World War Centenary 

exhibition, From Street to Trench: A War that Shaped a Region, in April.’ 

 

Tolkien graduated from the University of Oxford in June 1915 and soon obtained a commission in the 

army as a Second Lieutenant.  In June 1916 Tolkien went to France and was posted to the 11th Battalion, 

The Lancashire Fusiliers.   

 

Between June and November 1916, more than 1 million people were killed in The Battle of The Somme. 

Tolkein and his battalion were posted there from July 1916. He occupied front line trenches in 

Beaumont-Hamel, Serre and the Leipzig Salient.  

 

At the end of October, weighed down by weeks of tension and wretched conditions, Tolkien contracted 

trench fever and was sent back to hospital in Birmingham.   

 

He remained unfit for the rest of the war. It was at this time that he began to write early versions of his 

'Middle Earth' stories. Debate continues regarding the extent to which Tolkien's war experiences 

influenced his literary work. 

 

For more information about IWM North visit iwm.org.uk. Connect with IWM North @I_W_M #IWMNorth or 

Facebook.com/iwm.north.  

 

– Ends – 



 

For further press information please contact: 

Alex Knight, Press and PR Manager, IWM North, 0161 836 4040, aknight@iwm.org.uk 

Lorna McBride, Press and PR Assistant, IWM North, 0161 836 4046, lmcbride@iwm.org.uk  

  

Notes to Editors 

 

IWM North 

The multi award winning IWM North is designed by world-renowned architect Daniel Libeskind to 

represent a globe shattered by conflict. The iconic building, innovative and dynamic exhibitions, use of 

digital media through hourly Big Picture Shows and public events explore how war shapes lives and 

inspire and encourage debate.  

 

Open daily from 10am - 5pm with free admission at The Quays, Trafford Wharf Road, Manchester M17 

1TZ (close to MediaCityUK Metrolink and Junction 9 of the M60) T: 0161 836 4000 

E:iwmnorth@iwm.org.uk www.iwm.org.uk 

 

 

IWM  

IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 

involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 

 

Our unique collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, 

ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences 

across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We 

challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the 

causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 

 

IWM’s five branches are IWM London, IWM’s flagship branch with six floors of exhibitions and displays; 

IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a 

world renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War Rooms, 

housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second World War cruiser HMS 

Belfast.  

 

First World War Centenary 

2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary for Britain and the world. 

IWM will mark the centenary by leading a vibrant, four year programme of cultural activities across the 

country, including the opening of brand new First World War galleries at IWM London in 2014. For more 

information visit www.1914.org 
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