
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calling all sketchers, scribblers and doodlers.  IWM North 
needs you this half term. 

IWM North, part of Imperial War Museums, Saturday 26 October – Sunday 3 November 
Free Entry – Donations welcome 
 
Families are being invited to take part in the world’s largest drawing festival this October at IWM North, 
part of Imperial War Museums, whether you’re a budding artist or you don’t know a paintbrush from a 
pencil. 
 
Visitors can take part in The Big Draw 2013 by creating their own works of art inspired by IWM North’s 
collections. Meet an artist whose work is on display, come face to face with a walkabout artist character, 
or enjoy free storytelling sessions, performances and workshops. 
 
Meet artist Annabel Dover - whose work features in IWM North’s new exhibition, Catalyst: Contemporary 
Art and War - and make your own work of art in a free, one off Monoprint workshop.  Annabel’s art, 
inspired by her own family’s possessions from the Second World War, is part of IWM’s unrivalled national 
collection. In this family friendly workshop, learn from the best and discover the art of Monoprint.  
Suitable for over 7’s with an accompanying adult, materials are provided.  Booking is essential via 
learningnorth@iwm.org.uk or 0161 836 4000. 
 
This half term visitors of all ages are invited to become an artist for the day sketch their way around IWM 
North's largest objects - including a huge Harrier Jump Jet and a Second World War fire pump.  Discover 
the drawing boards in the Main Exhibition Space and take part in The Big Draw: Sketch What You See.  Can 
your pictures capture the amazing stories behind these huge objects? Share your works of art @I_W_M 
#BigDraw.   
 
Families can get hands on in special Open Studio: The Big Draw sessions.  Get up close with objects from 
our collections, like a Mickey Mouse gas mask or an Air Raid Protection Warden’s helmet and get 
sketching.  Celebrate your scribbles and see your picture on display for the day as the Learning Studio 
turns art studio during half term.   
 
See if you will be the first to spot the masked artist as he sketches his way around the works of art in the 
Main Exhibition Space - as part of the Walkabout Performances.  Inspired by the work of war artists past 
and present the character is brought to life in a special family friendly performance.  
 
Make a masterpiece at a creative Hotspot in the Main Exhibition Space by sketching one of IWM North’s 
amazing large objects, like a Harrier Jump Jet or the shiny red trailer pump, used to fight fires during the 
Manchester Blitz in 1940.  

Even if you’re not brave enough to put pencil to paper yourself, IWM North’s new Big Picture Show 
Horrible Histories®: Rotten Rationing features original illustrations by Horrible Histories illustrator Martin 
Brown.   
 



The Big Draw is an annual festival, which encourages over 200,000 people from more than 15 countries 
around the world to get drawing – whatever their age or ability – and there will be  no shortage of 
inspiration, as IWM North has over 1400 objects and artworks on display just waiting to be drawn.    

Don’t forget to visit IWM North’s gift shop where you can find art themed goodies like giant washable 
chalks and Meal Time Masterpiece colouring sets, to have an art attack at home.  

Share your Big Draw sketches with us and see which objects are the most popularly drawn on our 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/iwm.north or Twitter @I_W_M #BigDraw.   

Graham Boxer, Director of IWM North said, ‘Throughout October we are inviting families to pick up their 
pencils and take part in The Big Draw 2013 at IWM North.  Our amazing collections should provide plenty 
of inspiration for visitors to draw their favourite objects.’ 
 
Find out more at www.iwm.org.uk 
 
 

– Ends – 
 

 
For further press information please contact: 
Lorna McBride, Press and PR Assistant, IWM North, 0161 836 4046, lmcbride@iwm.org.uk  
 
 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
All family events from throughout October are part of The Big Draw 2013 
www.campaignfordrawing.org/bigdraw/index.aspx 
 
All events between Friday 18 October and Sunday 3 November are also part of Family Arts Festival 
www.familyartsfestival.com 
 
October is a month of art inspired exhibitions, events and activities at IWM North to coincide with new 
special exhibition Catalyst: Contemporary Art and War, opening Saturday 12 October.  Further press 
information available, please contact Alex Knight on 0161 836 4040 or aknight@iwm.org.uk  
 
 
IWM North 
The multi award winning IWM North is designed by world-renowned architect Daniel Libeskind to 
represent a globe shattered by conflict. The iconic building, innovative and dynamic exhibitions, use of 
digital media through hourly Big Picture Shows and public events explore how war shapes lives and 
inspire and encourage debate.  
 
Open daily from 10am - 5pm with free admission at The Quays, Trafford Wharf Road, Manchester M17 
1TZ (close to MediaCityUK Metrolink and Junction 9 of the M60) T: 0161 836 4000 
E:iwmnorth@iwm.org.uk www.iwm.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
FAMILY ACTIVITIES INCLUDING OCTOBER HALF TERM FROM 26 OCTOBER - PART OF THE BIG 
DRAW and FAMILY ARTS FESTIVAL 
Visitors of all ages can get involved through workshops, children’s tours and activities. 



 
Unless otherwise stated activities are free, drop-in sessions (places may be limited on the day). Activities 
are suitable for ages 5+ unless otherwise stated. An adult must accompany children under 12 at all times. 
 
 
The Big Draw: Sketch What You See  
Saturday 26 October - Sunday 3 November (all ages) 
Main Exhibition Space  
The Big Draw just got bigger! Become an artist for the day and sketch your way around IWM North's 
largest objects - including a huge Harrier Jump Jet and a Second World War fire pump.   
  
Discover the drawing boards in the Main Exhibition Space and sketch what you see.  Can your pictures 
capture the amazing stories behind these huge objects? Share your works of art with us @I_W_M 
#BigDraw 
 
 
The Big Draw:  Monoprinting Workshop with Annabel Dover 
Thursday 31 October, 11am-12.30pm and 2-3.30pm, (ideal for ages 7+) 
Learning Studio 
Adopting the 2013 The Big Draw theme, Draw Tomorrow, visitors of all ages are invited to explore the 
collections and draw their favourite object to show the visitors of tomorrow.   

Turn your drawing into a work of art, in a one off workshop with artist Annabel Dover - whose work 
features in our new special exhibition Catalyst: Contemporary Art and War.  Learn the art of Monoprint in 
this family friendly workshop. The session includes using paint and participants may like to wear old 
clothing. Suitable for over 7’s with an accompanying adult, materials are provided.   

FREE, but booking is essential. To guarantee a place book via learningnorth@iwm.org.uk or 0161 
836 4000 
 
 
Open Studio: The Big Draw 
Saturday 5, 12, 19, 26, Sunday 6, 13, 20, 27, Monday 28, Tuesday 29, Wednesday 30 and Thursday 
31* October, 11.00am-12.30pm & 2.00-3.30pm (all ages) 
Learning Studio 
Join in The Big Draw, focusing on theme Draw Tomorrow. Visitors of all ages are invited to explore the 
collections and draw their favourite object.  What would you choose to show tomorrow’s museum 
visitors?  A Harrier Jump Jet, a cuddly dog toy made from an army blanket, or an evacuee’s suitcase? Get 
inspired and get doodling.   
 
*Thursday October 31 only – Open Studio will be relocated to the Libeskind Rooms. 
 
 
Walkabout Performance  
Monday 28, Tuesday 29 and Thursday 31 October at 11.30am, 12.30pm, 1.30pm and 2.30pm (all 
ages) 
Main Exhibition Space 
A silent masked character is on the loose.  Will you spot this war artist character as he sketches and 
explores his way round the works of art in our Main Exhibition Space?  Inspired by the work of war artists 
past and present the character is brought to life in a special family friendly performance.  
 
 
 
 
 



What A Performance  
Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 October, 11.15am, 12.15pm, 1.15pm, 2.15pm (Ideal for ages 5+) 
Main Exhibition Space 
See special, family friendly performances dramatising stories of war time women in the Second World 
War including a perky ship worker who reveals the role of war artists, in particular Stanley Spencer. 
 
 
HotSpots 
Sunday 6*, 27, Monday 21, 28, Tuesday 22, 29, Wednesday 23, 30, Thursday 24, 31 and Friday 25 
and Saturday 26 October, 2.30pm (all ages)   
Main Exhibition Space 
Join The Big Draw at IWM North. This year’s theme is Draw Tomorrow, which object would you choose to 
draw for a future generation – a Harrier Jump Jet or an evacuee’s suitcase? Pick up some drawing 
materials from the HotSpot trolley and get doodling.   
 
*special Grandparent’s Day HotSpot, Sunday 6 October, 2.30pm (all ages) 
 
 
STORY TIME   
Meet a host of charming characters and discover tales of adventure in these interactive story sessions. 
These sessions use a range of family friendly resources ranging from puppets, sounds and smells to 
archive pictures and replica objects. 
 
 
Oskar’s Journey Across the Berlin Wall 
Saturday 5, 12, 19, 26 and Sunday 6, 13, 20 October at 10.30am  
Wednesday 30 October at 1.30pm (all ages) 
Meet underneath the Harrier Jump Jet 
Meet our charming cat puppet character Oskar and discover his tale of adventure on a journey across a 
divided city in search as he seeks out a friend on the other side of the Berlin Wall.   
 
 
Nancy’s Land Army Adventure 
Saturday 5, 12, 19, 26 and Sunday 6, 13, 20 October at 1.30pm (all ages) 
Meet underneath the Harrier Jump Jet  
Meet art loving Nancy and hear her tales of life in the Land Army during the Second World War and her 
adventures making new friends ... especially with a quiet and timid horse called Rufus.  Learn about her 
wartime experiences away from her home in the city, to the colourful countryside – with lots more to 
draw than grey skies and factory buildings.   
 
Animals and War  
Monday 28 and Thursday 31 October at 1.30pm (all ages) 
Meet underneath the Harrier Jump Jet 
Puppets and pictures bring to life heroic and heart-warming tales of wartime animal bravery such as the 
stories of Bonfire the horse owned by poet John McCrae and Simpson and his donkeys. 
 
 
Billy’s Evacuation Adventure 
Sunday 27 and Tuesday 29 October at 1.30pm (all ages) 
Meet underneath the Harrier Jump Jet 
Discover the tale of our charming rag doll character Billy, a young boy from Salford who was evacuated 
to the countryside during the Second World War.   
 
 
 



Peace in the Playground 
Sunday 27 and Tuesday 29 October at 10.30am (all ages) 
Meet underneath the Harrier Jump Jet 
This special storytelling session follows the tale of a group of shapes who discover how much better 
things can be when we all get along. 
 
 
Time for Truce 
Monday 28 and Thursday 31 October at 10.30am 
Meet underneath the Harrier Jump Jet (all ages) 
Call a truce, whatever your differences, and hear a slimy story of slug, snails and truce time tales.  Find 
out what united the slugs and snails in this funny and inspiring tale of truce.  
 
 
A Sailor’s Story 
Wednesday 30 October at 10.30am (all ages) 
Meet underneath the Harrier Jump Jet 
What have a parrot, a coconut and a motorbike got in common? Follow the adventures of Able Seaman 
Wally Tobin discover how people from different cultures and countries work together in times of 
hardship and war. 
 
 
TimeStack Handling Sessions  
Daily, 12.30pm (all ages) 
Main Exhibition Space 
A chance to get hands-on with objects from IWM’s collection and discover the stories behind the 
artefacts, in these themed 20-minute object-handling sessions.  
 
 
Action Stations: The Interactive Timeline 
Explore the interactive family Action Stations around the Main Exhibition Space. Discover how smelly a 
First World War trench was or become a code breaker.   
 
 
Your History - Explore Imperial War Museum online.  
Ground level. 
Personal stories and intriguing facts, family quizzes and tips for tracing people’s wartime history are all 
available at the online access area. 
 
 
NEW Big Picture Show 
Horrible Histories: Rotten Rationing  
Daily showings 
Main Exhibition Space 
Meet Rattus Rattus as he takes you on a journey back to the Woeful Second World War where you can 
discover foul food, dig for victory, and make do and mend. This new 360-degree Big Picture Show brings 
Horrible Histories: Rotten Rationing to life for all ages and has been specially created in partnership with 
Scholastic Children’s Books. The family friendly show features brand-new material from Horrible Histories 
illustrator Martin Brown.  
  
Horrible Histories: Rotten Rationing will be IWM North’s first animated show based on the Horrible 
Histories books written by Terry Deary and illustrated by Martin Brown, coupled with IWM’s unique 
collections, from wartime posters to archive sound and film. This family friendly audio-visual show will be 
projected onto the 20 walls throughout IWM North’s Main Exhibition Space to create a fully immersive 
experience that is both fun and informative.   



 
 
 
Visiting IWM North with your family 
 
We offer a great day out for all the family all year round with FREE ENTRY to IWM North, all our exhibitions 
and a wide variety of family friendly activities. We have free floor plans, trails, and regular tours to help you 
navigate our fascinating building.  
 
We also have regular events aimed specifically at families including TimeStack Handling Sessions where 
you can get hands-on with the objects, and HotSpot craft activities, helping you to explore IWM North in 
more detail. 
 
Within the Main Exhibition Space we have nine Action Station interactives and on the ground floor, our 
online area Your History offers more information about the collections, including games and personal 
stories. 
 
We have free, self-operated lockers for your bags, lifts to all floors, accessible ground floor toilets and 
baby changing facilities. The WaterShard Café & Kitchen offers children’s portions and lunch bags, and 
colouring sheets are always available. An indoor picnic area is also available at weekends and in the 
school holidays for visitors to bring their own refreshments. The IWM North Shop offers a range of pocket 
money purchases including souvenirs and stationery items. 
 
 
 
IWM  
IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 
involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 
 
Our unique collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, 
ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences 
across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We 
challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the 
causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 
 
IWM’s five branches are IWM London, IWM’s flagship branch with six floors of exhibitions and displays; 
IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a 
world renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War Rooms, 
housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second World War cruiser HMS 
Belfast.  
 
First World War Centenary 
2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary for Britain and the world. 
IWM will mark the centenary by leading a vibrant, four year programme of cultural activities across the 
country, including the opening of brand new First World War galleries at IWM London in 2014. For more 
information visit www.1914.org 
 


