
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Immediate Release  
 

Taliban Motorbike goes on display in War Story: 
Serving in Afghanistan as events season launches 
 
To mark the new events season for IWM’s War Story project at IWM London and IWM North, a 
newly acquired Honda motorbike, captured from Taliban insurgents by members of 1st Battalion, 
The Rifles during their tour of Afghanistan last year will go on display for the first time at IWM 
London (from 24 October - 18 December 2012).  
 
It will form part of the interactive display – War Story: Serving in Afghanistan – where visitors can 
delve into the world of the service personnel serving on Operation Herrick and encounter 
personal artefacts, videos and photographs giving first-hand accounts of their everyday life on 
the ground, through to reflections on loss and coming home.  
 
On 4 May 2011, members of C Company, 1st Battalion, The Rifles, encountered two insurgents 
riding the motorbike on a track in Nahr E Saraj (South). As the men tried to get away from the 
soldiers, they lost control of the bike, dropped it and disappeared into the nearest village.   
The motorbike was recovered by the soldiers and taken back to their base.  
 
At the end of their tour of Afghanistan, 1st Battalion, The Rifles contacted IWM through War 
Story and offered to donate the motorbike to the museum. Since then, with the help of the 
Ministry of Defence and having been re-routed around Pakistan the bike reached the 1 Rifles 
base at Beachley Barracks near Chepstow in June 2012. It is the largest item yet to be donated 
through War Story and is the only piece of ‘enemy’ kit acquired through the project so far.  
  
With unprecedented access to service personnel IWM’s War Story, supported by Boeing 
Defence UK, launched in 2009 in co-operation with the Ministry of Defence, offers British service 
personnel the opportunity to record their role in history by preserving their personal accounts of 
the current conflict in Afghanistan in the museum’s unrivalled national collections.    
 
Many contemporary items brought to IWM’s collection through the War Story project feature in 
the major new Saving Lives: Frontline Medicine in a Century of Conflict exhibition at IWM North 
revealing the difference between life and death on the front line. 
 
Free Autumn War Story Lecture Series:  
 
New forms: Remembrance 

IWM London, 1 November 2012, 7.00pm – 8.30pm 

 

Since the beginning of the war in Afghanistan new ways of remembering and honouring those 

killed in conflict have emerged; from flag draped coffins in Royal Wootton Bassett and websites 

chequered with haunting images of young men and women to rustic crosses erected in the 

Afghan desert.  



 

Join Jane Furlong of IWM and Anthony King of Exeter University as we look at how the ways we 

mourn and commemorate our war dead have changed since the First World War, and what 

these changes tell us about society and conflict today.  

 

Injured in Afghanistan: A Soldier’s Story of Recovery and Rehabilitation 

IWM North, 15 November 2012, 7.00pm – 8.30pm 

 

Corporal Andy Reid deployed to Afghanistan in 2009 with 3rd Battalion, The Yorkshire 

Regiment. Shortly before the end of his tour he was badly injured in an IED blast and lost both 

his legs and right arm. Join Andy and serving members of the Defence Medical Services as they 

explore with Andy his incredible journey from battlefield casualty to recovery and rehabilitation. 

 
– Ends – 

 
For further press information please contact: Bryony Phillips, bphillips@iwm.org.uk , 020 7416 
5316. For more information on the events of display see iwm.org.uk  
  
Notes to Editors 
 
War Story is supported by Boeing Defence UK Ltd, a subsidiary of The Boeing Company. 
 
Press Tickets for Events: Press are welcome to attend in a personal capacity and we can 
reserve tickets (depending on availability). The content of each of the lectures must be strictly off 
the record to enable the guests and service personnel to speak freely.  
 

 IWM London Open daily from 10am – 6pm except 24, 25 and 26 December. Closed 
from 2 January 2013 – July 2013 as we transform IWM London. IWM London, Lambeth 
Road, London, SE1 6HZ. T: 020 7416 5000  

 
 IWM North Open daily from 10am - 5pm with free admission at The Quays, Trafford 

Wharf Road, Manchester M17 1TZ (close to MediaCityUK Metrolink and Junction 9 of the 
M60) T: 0161 836 4000 E: iwmnorth@iwm.org.uk W: www.iwm.org.uk 

 
IWM  
IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in 
conflicts involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War.Our unique 
Collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, ideas 
and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences 
across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. 
We challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding 
of the causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 
 
IWM’s five branches are IWM London, IWM’s flagship branch with six floors of exhibitions and 
displays; IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind; 
IWM Duxford, a world renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield; 
Churchill War Rooms, housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the 
Second World War cruiser HMS Belfast.  
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