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IWM London presents Edward Barber’s Peace Signs, an exhibition of more than 40 photographs 
that explore the anti-nuclear protest movement in 1980s Britain.   
 
The exhibition will offer a contemporary reinterpretation of photographs taken by British documentary 
photographer Edward Barber, who recorded major protests staged at key sites such as RAF/USAF 
Greenham Common, Westminster, Trafalgar Square and the City of London.  The body of work is a unique 
social document of mass popular protest in late twentieth century Britain which has rarely been seen in 
public since it was first published in 1984.    
 
Peace Signs, Barber’s collected body of work, was originally taken to attract media attention to the anti-
nuclear movement. The exhibition will explore these protests as multi-generational and distinctly British 
forms of self-expression. Illuminating the activists’ humour and creativity, Barber’s images create a social 
record of both individual and collective responses to war.  
 
The photographs capture hand-rendered signs, banners, badges, clothing, make-up and costumes, and 
illustrate the often overlooked role of performance theatre, folk art and fashion at peace camps and 
demonstrations. They also highlight the important role of women in the movement and the activity of 
the female-only protest camp at RAF/USAF Greenham Common, which marks its 35th anniversary this 
year. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

©Edward Barber 
‘Stop the City’ protester at 
the Bank of England,  
City of London (1983) 

©Edward Barber 
Labour Party “Nuclear Arms 
No – Peace Yes’ rally in Hyde 
Park, London (1980) 

 

©Edward Barber  
‘Embrace the Base’:  30,000 women link hands, 
completely surrounding the nine mile perimeter 
fence at RAF/USAF Greenham Common, Berkshire 
(1982) 



The display offers a fresh interpretation of the images: the photographs will be contextualised by a 
graphic installation entitled Mind Map of Anti-Nuclear Protest, created by Edward Barber specifically for 
this exhibition. The Mind Map will trace his contemporary re-evaluation of the events he captured in the 
1980s.  
 
Selections of Barber’s photographs were first published in international media outlets like The Guardian, 
The Observer Magazine, NME and US News & World Report in the 1980s. They were also disseminated 
globally by the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament and published as the book Peace Moves in 1984. The 
photographs also toured nationally in 1984 as the exhibition Bomb Disposal, to venues such as 
Camerawork, London and Watershed, Bristol. His images were also shown at the ICA and Tate Britain.   
 
About Edward Barber 
Edward Barber is a British documentary photographer best known for his portrait work which, during a 
career spanning 40 years, has been exhibited widely in the UK by The Design Museum, Museum of 
London, National Portrait Gallery, The Photographer’s Gallery and the V&A. He is also a designer, curator 
and teacher, and was formerly Subject Director for Fashion Photography at the London College of 
Fashion.   
 
Quotes 
‘I see this as preventative photography. The photographs here are both a celebration and a warning.’  
Edward Barber, Photographer  
 
‘Peace Signs will highlight the often overlooked elements of performance theatre, folk art and fashion 
which form an essential part of mass protest in the modern age.’  Hilary Roberts, Research Curator of 
Photography, IWM 
 
Peace Signs will be on show at IWM London from 26 May to 4 September 2016. 
 
For further press information and interview requests please contact: 
Racheal Campbell, Press Officer, rcampbell@iwm.org.uk 0207 091 3069 
Ellie Fry, PR Manager, efry@iwm.org.uk 0207 416 5365 
 
– Ends – 
 
Notes to Editors: 
IWM Contemporary 
IWM Contemporary is a programme of exhibitions by leading artists and photographers whose work is a 
response to war and conflict. 
 
IWM London  
IWM London - IWM’s flagship branch - tells the stories of those whose lives have been shaped by war 
through the depth, breadth and impact of our Galleries, displays and events. Visit our brand new First 
World War Galleries featuring over 1,300 objects from IWM’s collections, explore what life was like at 
home during the Second World War in A Family in Wartime; delve into the world of espionage in Secret 
War; visit our award-winning Holocaust Exhibition; discover stories of bravery in The Lord Ashcroft Gallery: 
Extraordinary Heroes;  see work by some of Britain’s most significant 20th Century artists in our art 
galleries or take in our latest major temporary exhibitions.  Our family learning sessions and events 
encourage debate and challenge people’s perceptions of war.  
 
Open daily from 10am – 6pm (except 24 - 26 December) 
IWM London, Lambeth Road, London, SE1 6HZ.  
T: 020 7416 5000 E: mail@iwm.org.uk 
iwm.org.uk / @I_W_M / www.facebook.com/iwm.london 
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IWM  
IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 
involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 
 
Our unique Collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, 
ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences 
across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We 
challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the 
causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 
 
IWM’s five branches attract over 2 million visitors each year. IWM London, our flagship branch, marks the 
Centenary of the First World War with new permanent First World War Galleries and a new Atrium with 
iconic large object displays. Our other branches are IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning 
building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a world-renowned aviation museum and Britain's 
best preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War Rooms, housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below 
Whitehall; and the Second World War cruiser HMS Belfast. 
 
About the First World War Centenary  
2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary for Britain 
and the world. IWM is marking the centenary by leading a vibrant, four year programme of 
cultural activities across the world. Next year is the centenary of the Battle of the Somme. 
IWM will be announcing its programme to mark the anniversary later this year. For more 
information visit www.1914.org. 
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