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2014 at IWM London 
 

From 19  July 2014, IWM London will open ground-breaking new First World War Galleries to mark 

the centenary of the First World War, along with a newly configured atrium showcasing IWM’s 

iconic large objects.  

 

The new galleries will draw on IWM’s First World War collections which are the richest and most 

comprehensive in the world. Weapons and uniforms, diaries, letters and souvenirs, will sit alongside 

photographs, art and film – many of which have never been seen before. The Galleries will also feature 

interactive digital displays and immersive spaces, encouraging visitors to explore a range of themes and 

challenge their perceptions of the conflict. 

 

Visitors will journey through 14 areas of the Galleries, discovering the story of the First World War, how it 

started, why it continued and its global impact, through the lives of those who experienced it on the front 

line and the home front. Highlights in the Galleries include Life at the Front, where with a Sopwith Camel 

plane and Mark V tank looming above, visitors will be able to explore a recreated trench, complete with a 

soundscape that will evoke what daily life was like for the troops. In Feeding the Front, one of the areas 

which explores the stories of those on the home front, the Supply Line, an interactive table over 4 metres 

long, will allow visitors to discover the unprecedented scale of production required to keep the troops fed 

and fighting. 

 

There will also be two atmospheric reflection areas in the Galleries, with objects and voices from IWM’s 

Sound Archive that will encourage visitors to pause and explore some of the most difficult aspects and 

questions surrounding the war, including the act of killing and the fear of being killed. 

 

Having considered some of the big questions and choices, ordinary and extraordinary, that the people of 

Britain and its former Empire had to face in this first ‘total war’, visitors will leave the Galleries with a new 

perspective on this landmark conflict. 

 

IWM London’s renown atrium space will be transformed as we reveal our new design by    Foster + 

Partners. 

 

On entering the museum, visitors will be presented with nine iconic objects including a Harrier, Spitfire 

and V2 rocket suspended from above as well as a T34 tank and a Reuters Land Rover damaged by a 

rocket attack in Gaza. Large architectural fins line the atrium, creating new terraces above, and as visitors 

move through the space, more of IWM’s collection will be revealed. 

 

Level 1 of the transformed space presents key stories from the Second World War, such as the role of 

strategic bombing, the fronts in Russia and Africa and the D-Day landings, through curated displays using 

both large objects and other materials from IWM’s collections, including film and artworks. Further up the 

museum, visitors will be able to explore contemporary conflicts from 1945 through to present day. 

Displays cover topics including how Britain and Europe re-built itself after the Second World War and the 

way conflicts have been fought and communities divided in places such as Ireland, Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 



From July 2014, IWM London will also present Truth and Memory the largest and first major retrospective 

of British First World War art for almost 100 years. This major exhibition, featuring over 110 paintings, 

sculptures and drawings from IWM’s collections, will assess the immediate impact and enduring legacy of 

Britain’s First World War art and include works by CRW Nevinson, Paul Nash, Eric Kennington and William 

Orpen, some of the most important artists of the twentieth century. 

 

Alongside the new First World War Galleries, atrium displays and Truth and Memory exhibition, our 

permanent exhibitions and temporary displays will continue including A Family in Wartime, Secret War, 

the award-winning Holocaust Exhibition, The Lord Ashcroft Gallery: Extraordinary Heroes, Horrible 

Histories©: Spies, our visual arts programme, IWM Contemporary and War Story where visitors can 

discover the lives of those who have served in Afghanistan. 

 

From July 2014, IWM London will also have three new shops with bespoke gifts and souvenirs, a new 

museum café run by Peyton and Byrne which opens out onto the Geraldine Mary Harmsworth Park, as 

well as new and improved visitor facilities. 

 

IWM London will be temporarily closing to the public from 6 January 2014 until 19 July 2014, when 

we will fully re-open the museum. This is to allow us to continue our transformation. Our large 

objects including aircrafts, tanks and artillery will be on display once again when we fully re-open 

in summer 2014. Please visit iwm.org.uk for more details. 

 

– Ends – 

 

For further press information and images please contact: 

Bryony Phillips on bphillips@iwm.org.uk / 020 7416 5316 

  

Notes to Editors: 

 

About the First World War Galleries: 

 They are free and are suitable for all ages 

 The 14 story areas which the Galleries will be made up of are: Hope and Glory, An Inevitable War, 

Shock, Your Country Needs You, Deadlock, World War, Feeding the Front, Total War – The 

Somme, At All Costs, Life at the Front, Machines Against Men, Breaking Down, From Neat Defeat 

to Victory, War Without End. 

 The Galleries focus on the stories of Britain and the former empire. Countries which feature 

include Australia, New Zealand, Canada, India and the forces and fronts in the Middle East and 

Northern Africa. 

 

About the atrium and terraced displays: 

 There will be over 80 large objects on display including 4 suspended and 2 displayed aircraft, 3 

tanks, 6 large artillery pieces, 4 large artworks, 10 bombs, missiles and torpedoes, 10 wheeled 

vehicles from Monty’s Staff Car through to a Humber Pig armoured car, 2 submarines and many 

more. 

 

IWM London  

IWM London - IWM’s flagship branch - tells the stories of those whose lives have been shaped by war 

through the depth, breadth and impact of our Galleries, displays and events. Explore what life was like at 

home during the Second World War in A Family in Wartime; delve into the world of espionage in Secret 

War; visit our award-winning Holocaust Exhibition; discover stories of bravery in The Lord Ashcroft 

Gallery: Extraordinary Heroes;  see work by some of Britain’s most significant 20
th

 Century artists in our 

art galleries or take in our latest major temporary exhibitions. Our family learning sessions and events 

encourage debate and challenge people’s perceptions of war.  

 

 

 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/
mailto:bphillips@iwm.org.uk
http://www.iwm.org.uk/exhibitions/iwm-london/a-family-in-wartime
http://www.iwm.org.uk/exhibitions/iwm-london/secret-war
http://www.iwm.org.uk/exhibitions/iwm-london/secret-war
http://www.iwm.org.uk/exhibitions/iwm-london/the-holocaust-exhibition
http://www.iwm.org.uk/exhibitions/iwm-london/the-lord-ashcroft-gallery-extraordinary-heroes
http://www.iwm.org.uk/exhibitions/iwm-london/the-lord-ashcroft-gallery-extraordinary-heroes
http://www.iwm.org.uk/exhibitions/art-galleries


 What’s On Still in 

development 

Entrance / 

Access 

Partially Open 

 

(until 6 January 

2014) 

Horrible Histories©: Spies; IWM Contemporary; 

Architecture of War, Holocaust Exhibition; A 

Family in Wartime; The Lord Ashcroft Gallery: 

Extraordinary Heroes; War Story: Supplying 

Frontline Afghanistan; Explore History 

First World War 

Galleries 

 

Large Object 

Displays 

Side 

entrance 

 

 

Fully Open 

 

From 19 July 

2014 

First World War Galleries (new) 

New atrium and large object displays (new) 

Truth and Memory – Major First World War Art exhibition (new) 

 

Horrible Histories©: Spies, Holocaust Exhibition, A Family in Wartime, 

The Lord Ashcroft Gallery: Extraordinary Heroes, People’s War: 

Second World War Portraits, Explore History 

Front of the 

building 

 

IWM London is temporarily closed 6 January – 19 July 2014 as we ‘Transform IWM London’. The 

museum will partially re-open with the new major exhibition Truth and Memory: British Art of the First 

World War and will fully re-open in July 2014 when we launch our brand new First World War Galleries to 

mark the 100 year anniversary of the start of the First World War and unveil a new Atrium, new shops 

and a park-side café. 

 

Open daily from 10am – 6pm (except 24 - 26 December and 6 January – 19 July 2014) 

IWM London, Lambeth Road, London, SE1 6HZ.  

T: 020 7416 5000 

iwm.org.uk / @I_W_M / www.facebook.com/iwm.london  

 

Travel Trade Information for IWM London 

 National rail: London Waterloo Rail Station, Elephant & Castle Rail Station 

 London Underground: Elephant & Castle, Lambeth North, London Waterloo 

 Coach parking: On-street coach parking at Lambeth Road. For further information visit 

www.tfl.gov.uk/coachparking  

 

IWM  

IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 

involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 

 

Our unique Collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, 

ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences 

across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We 

challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the 

causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 

 

IWM’s five branches which attract over 2 million visitors each year are IWM London, IWM’s flagship branch 

that is transforming with new First World War Galleries and Atrium space opening in 2014 to mark the 

Centenary of the First World War; IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by 

Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a world renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime 

airfield; Churchill War Rooms, housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second 

World War cruiser HMS Belfast.  

 

First World War Centenary 

2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary for 

Britain and the world. IWM will mark the centenary by leading a vibrant, four year 

programme of cultural activities across the country, including the opening of brand new 

First World War Galleries at IWM London in 2014. For more information visit 

www.1914.org. 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-london/transforming-iwm-london
http://www.iwm.org.uk/iwm-london/transforming-iwm-london/truth-and-memory-british-art-of-the-first-world-war
http://www.iwm.org.uk/iwm-london/transforming-iwm-london/truth-and-memory-british-art-of-the-first-world-war
http://www.iwm.org.uk/iwm-london/transforming-iwm-london/first-world-war-galleries
http://www.iwm.org.uk/iwm-london/transforming-iwm-london/new-atrium
http://www.iwm.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/iwm.london
http://www.tfl.gov.uk/coachparking
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-london
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-north
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-duxford
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/churchill-war-rooms
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/hms-belfast
http://www.1914.org/

