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Horticulture marks centenary of the First World War  
 
Throughout the First World War Centenary, organisations across the world will use horticulture 
to provide a living memorial to those who served.  
 
In the UK the Woodland Trust has launched a tree planting project focused on the 
commemoration of the First World War. Locations in England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and 
Wales are currently being planted with new forest, transforming each site into a peaceful, 
respectful space where people can reflect and wildlife will thrive.  
(www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/donate/centenary-woods)  
 
During the First World War Chelsea Physic Garden offered entrance to patients from military 
hospitals to visit the Garden for recuperation. This year, to mark the centenary of the First 
World War, the garden will open its doors once again to Chelsea Pensioners, offering them and 
their families free entry for one hundred days (from 28 June).  
 
Kew Gardens will run Plants, People and the Products of War  (1 July – 29 August) an exhibition 
which will showcase a selection of the fascinating artefacts, photographs and letters from 
Kew’s Library, Art & Archives, Economic Botany and Herbarium Collections – each providing a 
unique view into Kew’s involvement in the First World War.  
 
In Scotland The Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh (RBGE) will mark the centenary of the start 
of the First World War by creating a poppy field at the centre of its Edinburgh site (4 August). 
While the Shropshire Flower Show (8 – 9 August) will see over a thousand young volunteers 
commemorate the First World War by performing dressed as poppies in a unique display.  
 
Gardening during the First World War was not just used for commemoration; flowers, plants 
and gardens were also grown to encourage donations to the war effort and to celebrate 
victories. At the Brisbane’s Botanic Gardens in Australia a patriotic carnival called Allies’ 
Garden City, was hosted from 9 December 1916 to 3 January 1917. These events will be 
remembered in the Call to Duty exhibition at The Commissariat Store Museum in Brisbane 
(until 22 August).  
 
Bradford YMCA will remember the First World War by recreating a traditional YMCA Tea Hut, 
used to support soldiers and workers, as well as planting a Ration Garden (until August).  
 
Elsewhere Peabody housing group in London will be designing a small flower bed to spell out 
WW1 at an estate on Roscoe Street (EC1Y). The bed will be used commemorative services 
around Remembrance Day (November). 

http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/donate/centenary-woods
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For further information contact:  
Charlotte Sluter, Centenary Press Coordinator, IWM 
Tel; 020 7416 5420 
Email: csluter@iwm.org.uk     
 

Notes to editors: 

Context to the First World War Centenary Partnership 
IWM established the First World War Centenary Partnership in 2010 to encourage a programme of 
activities and events to mark the centenary, developed at grass roots levels. The founding ambition for 
the Partnership was that its members would collectively organise and present a vibrant, diverse and far-
reaching programme to reflect how people want to remember, commemorate and debate the conflict 
in their own communities, in a way that is meaningful for them.  
 
About the First World War Centenary 
2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary for Britain and the 
world. IWM will mark the centenary by leading a vibrant, four year programme of cultural activities 
across the country, including the opening of brand new First World War Galleries at IWM London in 
2014. For more information visit www.1914.org 
 
IWM  
IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 
involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 
 
Our unique Collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, 
ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences 
across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We 
challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the 
causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 
 
IWM’s five branches attract over 2 million visitors each year. IWM London, our flagship branch, is 
transforming with new First World War Galleries and a new atrium with large object displays which will 
openon 19 July  r 2014 to mark the Centenary of the First World War.Our other branches are IWM North, 
housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a world-
renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War Rooms, housed 
in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second World War cruiser HMS Belfast.  
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