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Horrible Histories©: Spies 
 
IWM London invites families to venture into the world of Horrible Histories©: Spies. The exhibition is 
based upon Terry Deary‟s popular book of the same name, from the bestselling Horrible Histories© 
series published by Scholastic Children‟s Books. The exhibition is open until 5 January 2014.  
 
Horrible Histories©: Spies explores the world of spies and spying during the Second World War. It 
features items from IWM‟s unique Second World War collections, hands-on activities for all ages, 
digital and interactive elements and a „stamper trail‟ that sets visitors on their own mission. Families 
will make their way through the exhibition, encountering themes such as Ruthless Resistance, 
Cracking Codes, Great Gadgets, Savage Sabotage and Clever Camouflage, and will discover 
techniques used by the most cunning spies, including how to make invisible ink, crack codes and 
use fake feet. 
 
Amanda Mason, IWM Historian and Curator of Horrible Histories©: Spies, said: “We are very excited 
that Horrible Histories©: Spies will open at IWM London this summer. Horrible Histories© is marking 
their 20th birthday this year and we‟re delighted that they have decided to celebrate it with IWM. 
We are thrilled to help bring the world‟s bestselling history series for children to life at our 
museums.” 
 
Penelope Beech from Scholastic said: “We are so proud to publish Horrible Histories© and to 
celebrate 20 Horrible Years with IWM London. It is a great pleasure to see the gory and glorious 
world of Horrible Histories© brought to life in so many different ways in Horrible Histories©: Spies at 
IWM London, who understand the irreverent humour and imagination that make the books so 
special.” 
 
The Horrible Histories©: Spies exhibition is suitable for all ages and is particularly recommended for 
children aged 5 to 12 years old.  
 
Tickets for Horrible Histories©: Spies are on sale now.  
To book call 020 7416 5439 or book online to save 10%. 
Adult £6.20, Children £3.30, Concessions £4.40, Family ticket £12.25 - £19 (depending on family 
size). 
 
IWM London will be temporarily closing to the public from 6 January 2014 until summer 2014, 
when we will fully re-open the museum. This is to allow us to continue our transformation and 
until 6 January 2014, access around the museum building will be limited with the main atrium 
and large objects covered from view. Our large objects including aircrafts, tanks and artillery 
will be on display once again when we fully re-open in summer 2014. Please visit 
www.iwm.org.uk for more details. 
 

– Ends – 
 

For further press information and images please contact:  
Kate Crowther, Acting Press Officer on kcrowther@iwm.org.uk / 020 7416 5497 
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IWM London  
IWM London tells the stories of those whose lives have been shaped by war through the depth, 
breadth and impact of our Galleries, displays and events. Explore what life was like at home during 
the Second World War in A Family in Wartime; delve into the world of espionage in Secret War; 
visit our award-winning Holocaust Exhibition; discover stories of bravery in The Lord Ashcroft 
Gallery: Extraordinary Heroes; see work by some of Britain‟s most significant 20th Century artists in 
our art galleries or take in our latest major temporary exhibitions. Our family learning sessions and 
events encourage debate and challenge people‟s perceptions of war.  
 
IWM London is temporarily closed 6 January – July 2014 as we „Transform IWM London‟. The 
museum will partially re-open with the new major exhibition Truth and Memory: British Art of the 
First World War and will fully re-open in July 2014 when we launch our brand new First World War 
Galleries to mark the 100 year  
anniversary of the start of the First World War and unveil a new Atrium, new shops and a park-side 
café. 
 
Open Daily: 10am – 6pm (except 24 – 26 December 2013 and 6 January – July 2014) 
IWM London, Lambeth Road, London, SE1 6HZ 
T: 020 7416 5000 
E: mail@iwm.org.uk 
iwm.org.uk / @I_W_M / www.facebook.com/iwm.london  
 
IWM  
IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 
involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 
 
Our unique Collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, 
places, ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical 
experiences across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and 
creative force. We challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their 
understanding of the causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people‟s lives. 
 
IWM‟s five branches attract over 2 million visitors each year. IWM London, our flagship branch, is 
transforming with new First World War Galleries and a new atrium with large object displays which 
will open in summer 2014 to mark the Centenary of the First World War (Please note IWM London is 
partially open, and in summer 2014 the museum will fully reopen). Our other branches are IWM 
North, housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a 
world-renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War 
Rooms, housed in Churchill‟s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second World War 
cruiser HMS Belfast.  
 
First World War Centenary 
2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary 
for Britain and the world. IWM will mark the centenary by leading a vibrant, four 
year programme of cultural activities across the country, including the opening of 
brand new First World War Galleries at IWM London in 2014. For more information 
visit www.1914.org 
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About Horrible Histories 
Horrible Histories is the world‟s bestselling history series for children. The first 
books were published in 1993, and the series has gone on to sell over 20 million 
copies globally, in 37 countries and 31 languages. By focusing on the „nasty bits‟ of 
history, author Terry Deary‟s irreverent humour and Martin Brown‟s witty cartoons 
have made history accessible and entertaining for children of all ages. Horrible 
Histories has evolved beyond the page into a BAFTA-award-winning children‟s TV series, now in its 
fifth series, the longest running children‟s West End stage show and a whole host of licensed 
products and exhibitions. 
www.horrible-histories.co.uk 
 
About Scholastic 
Scholastic UK (www.scholastic.co.uk) is part of Scholastic Inc, the largest publisher and distributor 
of children‟s books in the world and a leader in educational technology. Scholastic UK Ltd has four 
divisions: Scholastic Book Clubs, Scholastic Book Fairs, Scholastic Children‟s Books and Scholastic 
Education. 
 
As a distributor of children's books through Scholastic Book Clubs and Fairs, Scholastic is the 
biggest children‟s specialist bookseller in the UK and Ireland. It has unparalleled reach to children 
through schools, increasing opportunities for reading and book ownership for children in the UK 
and Ireland and donating two million books to schools last year. Scholastic Children's Books 
publishes a wide range of books for all ages, including bestsellers and award-winners such as the 
Horrible Histories® series, Philip Pullman‟s His Dark Materials trilogy and Klutz's innovative book 
and craft packs.  
 
Scholastic Education is the UK‟s market-leading publisher of print and electronic resources for 
teachers. It offers professional and classroom support that meets teachers‟ needs and provides 
them with inspiration for their lessons through its website, its range of popular teacher magazines, 
including Child Education PLUS, and its teachers‟ resource books including such bestselling titles as 
the 100s series. 
 
For further information about Horrible Histories and Scholastic Children‟s Books contact: 
Penelope Beech, T: 020 7756 7777, E: pbeech@scholastic.co.uk 
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