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Could you dispose of a live bomb with a hammer? Would you eat breakfast cooked in a frying pan made 

from a crashed aeroplane? 

 

Seventy-five years ago, Britain faced one of the greatest dangers in its history – the Blitz. 

 

Now, to mark the anniversary, IWM North, part of Imperial War Museums, in Manchester has teamed up 

with Horrible Histories® to reveal some of the terrible truths behind this catastrophic conflict. 

 

See the flag from the plane of British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain, who flew to meet German 

leader Adolf Hitler in Munich in 1938 and thought he had secured ‘peace for our time’. Then discover how 

wrong he was.   

 

Displaying the cigarette lighter that saved the life of an Air Raid warden; a torch found by medics in the 

Houses of Parliament on the night they were bombed; a previously unseen target map showing locations 

the Nazis wanted to destroy; and remarkable true stories of the real Dad’s Army – this is a major new 

interactive exhibition for families.  

 

Personal stories and more than 200 objects, photographs, art works, film clips and sound recordings from 

IWM’s unrivalled national collections reveal how, for the first time, the Blitz brought the war to the 

doorsteps of everyone in Britain. Discover the dramatic deeds and surprising stories behind extraordinary 

objects. 

 

The free Horrible Histories®: Blitzed Brits exhibition is based on the words of author Terry Deary, with 

new illustrations by Horrible Histories’ chief drawer Martin Brown. 

 

Immerse yourself in the horrible home front as you stumble through a blackout, climb under the kitchen 

table Morrison shelter and step outside the 1940s house to milk a cow like an evacuee. Pick up a survival 

guide and begin your journey through the Blitz. How steady is your hand - can you defuse the bomb in 

time? Cover your ears and hold your nose as you peak into a 1940s toilet and sniff your way through 

stinky smells, from pig bins to ration stew. Then create your own rotten recipes from wartime ingredients.  

 

Discover what job you would have been given in wartime Britain. Take our test to discover how 

squeamish you are, then take the plunge as you step into the uniforms - from the ARP Warden to the 

Women’s Land Army. 
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Be inspired by stories such as Charity Bick – the bicycle dispatch rider braving the bombs to deliver 

messages – and jump on a bike to deliver a message as fast as you can. Can you reach your destination 

faster than the pigeon? Explore some of the most unusual objects in IWM’s collections. Would your dog 

enjoy spending the night in a gas proof metal kennel?  

 

Hear the first-hand accounts of evacuated children separated from their parents for the first time and 

discover the stories of ordinary people who stayed in the cities under the constant threat as you discover 

the resilience and inventiveness of the Blitz spirit. 

 

Find out more at iwm.org.uk or connect with @IWMNorth #BlitzedBrits on Twitter or 

Facebook.com/iwm.north 

 

This IWM North exhibition has been created with Horrible Histories in partnership with Scholastic 

Children’s Books. 

 

Horrible Histories®: Blitzed Brits is supported by The Little Greene Paint Company, Manchester Airports 

Group and The Oglesby Charitable Trust.  

 

Private James Bubear, Berkshire Home Guard, 1941, said: ‘[The Home Guard] must know how to deal 

with paratroopers, angry wives, how to camouflage their position from air observation, how to use natural 

cover (sometimes at home), how to move unseen and unheard (sometimes through the back entrance of 

the local), how to crawl on a middle aged tummy through undergrowth, ploughed fields, and railway lines, 

and how to convert themselves from a clerk, shopkeeper or mechanic, who wouldn’t hurt a fly in the 

daytime, to a bloody assassin with a dagger at night.’  

 

 

For further press information and images, please contact:  

Alex Knight, Press and PR Manager, IWM North, aknight@iwm.org.uk / 01618364040 

Lorna McBride, Press Officer, IWM North, lmcbride@iwm.org.uk / 0161 8364046 

 

 

Notes to Editors 

 

Did you know? Ten Top Facts From The Blitz:  

 

1. There were thousands of car accidents during the black out because motorists couldn’t see. To 

help drivers see their way in the dark the government painted white lines down the middle of the 

road  . . . and we still have them.  

 

2. Torches were banned at the start of the war. After hundreds of accidents in the dark the 

government allows them . . . but very few can find the right batteries! 

 

3. The tops of post boxes were painted with special gas detection paint which would change colour 

in the event of a gas attack. 

 

4. Gas Masks were considered to be a great success during the Second World War, despite not one 

gas attack taking place. (It was felt their very existence prevented a gas attack) 

 

5. Even London’s Big Ben was affected by the Blitz. On 1 September 1939 the lights of the clock 

were darkened so that German pilots couldn’t use them as a guide. They also wouldn’t know the 

time!  

 

6. As the bombs dropped on Britain, around 13,000 children were evacuated overseas during the 

Second World War to places as far away as Canada, America, Australia and New Zealand. 
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7. Life in Britain was tough for children: the only sweets that were not rationed were cough sweets! 

Chocolate was hard to come by too and your chocolate pudding might have contained another 

ingredient – potato!  

 

8. The then-Minister of Food, Lord Woolton, had a pie named in his honour – Woolton Pie, described 

as a steak and kidney pie without the steak and kidney. Unfortunately, it wasn’t popular and was 

frequently mocked in songs and rhymes.  

 

9. The abundance of carrots led to the officially inspired rumour that eating them allowed you to 

see in the dark. The British government needed something to explain their success at shooting 

down German bombers during nighttime without revealing their use of radar. 

 

10. Despite fish being in extremely short supply during the war, the government made sure that Fish 

and Chips was always available as it was considered so important to the British morale 

 

 

 

RELATED EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES FOR FAMILIES: 

 

Horrible Histories® Illustration Workshop 

Saturday 11 and Sunday 12 July 

11am-12.30pm (Suitable for age 8-14 Years) 

Want to learn how to bring illustrated characters to life? Join in with a free workshop led by artist Warren 

Osborne, who will teach some of the skills he used to while working on IWM North’s new special 

exhibition, Horrible Histories®: Blitzed Brits. Please note places will be allocated on a first come, first 

served basis. #BlitzedBrits See iwm.org.uk for more details 

 

Home Front Heroes 

Free activities daily between Wednesday 22 July - Monday 31 August (all ages) 

Explore new special exhibition Horrible Histories: Blitzed Brits and step into the 1940s this summer at 

IWM North. Discover real stories of bravery about people on the home front who set out to protect their 

communities, as Britain’s cities were attacked from the skies during the Blitz.  See objects from IWM’s 

collections that belonged to Air Raid Wardens and fire officers and make your own puppet based on one 

of our home front heroes in daily craft activities. Meet characters Dotty, a 10 year-old girl whose mum is 

an Air Raid Warden and Billy, a young lad evacuated to the countryside in interactive storytelling sessions 

#BlitzedBrits. See iwm.org.uk for more details. 

 

 

IWM North 

The multi award winning IWM North is designed by world-renowned architect Daniel Libeskind to 

represent a globe shattered by conflict. The iconic building, innovative and dynamic exhibitions, use of 

digital media through hourly Big Picture Shows and public events explore how war shapes lives and 

inspire and encourage debate.  

 

Open daily from 10am - 5pm with free admission at The Quays, Trafford Wharf Road, Manchester M17 

1TZ (close to MediaCityUK Metrolink and Junction 9 of the M60) T: 0161 836 4000 

E:iwmnorth@iwm.org.uk www.iwm.org.uk 

 

IWM  

IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 

involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 

 

Our unique collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, 

ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences 

across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/


challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the 

causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 

 

IWM’s five branches are IWM London, IWM’s flagship branch with six floors of exhibitions and displays; 

IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a 

world renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War Rooms, 

housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second World War cruiser HMS 

Belfast.  

 


