
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Immediate Release  
 

HMS Belfast’s 75
th

 Birthday Bash! 

 
St Patrick’s Day 2013 will mark 75 years since HMS Belfast was first launched in 1938. To celebrate this 

historic anniversary, HMS Belfast will be hosting a fun filled weekend of family activities and events on 

Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 March. 

 

Ordered by the Admiralty in 1936 and launched by Mrs. Neville Chamberlain, HMS Belfast is the last 

surviving Second World War Royal Navy ship of her type and is now a vibrant family focused museum, 

positioned prominently on the River Thames, between Tower Bridge and London Bridge.  

 

Visitors to the ship on Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 March can expect a wide variety of seafaring 

entertainment: 

 

• Impress family and friends with your craft skills, in a hands-on Ship’s Crest making activity and 

take home your work at the end of your visit 

• Watch in amazement as our live gun crew present simulated gun firing of HMS Belfast’s 4-inch 

guns 

• Discover how sailors communicated at sea and send your own messages across the globe, in a 

series of live radio demonstrations, in the ship’s Bridge Wireless Office 

• Meet HMS Belfast veterans and hear first-hand, stories of the ship’s history 

• Watch Sea Cadets send messages by semaphore to celebrate the ship’s birthday 

• Sit in the Captain’s chair! 

• Interact with volunteers: learn about the different areas of the ship and the uniforms crews have 

worn on board HMS Belfast throughout her 75 year history 

• Enter the Gun Turret Experience and immerse yourself in the midst of a battle during the Second 

World War, then step up to the roll of Captain and direct your own fleet on a convoy mission from 

the nerve centre of the ship, the Operations Room. 

• Celebrating the ship’s Irish heritage, there will be a special Irish-themed menu on offer in our café 

 

As well as these exciting activities, visitors can explore all 9 decks of HMS Belfast, once home to up to 950 

sailors at a time. With the aid of a free audio guide, narrated by Tony Robinson, find out what it was like to 

eat, sleep and work on board: from the heat of the boiler room, to the cramped conditions of the Arctic 

mess decks and the thrilling heights of the flag deck.  

 

Journey through HMS Belfast’s rich past in the Life at Sea exhibition and discover the crucial roles she 

played in her 24 year career: braving the icy waters of the Arctic, bombarding German defences on D-Day 

and the 404 days spent on patrol during the Korean War. 

 

Visitors to HMS Belfast during the weekend of 16-17 March will not only learn about the history of the 

ship, but will themselves be making history as they partake in this monumental 75th anniversary.  

 

For further information and images, please contact Nina Smetek, Press Officer, 020 7091 3069, 

nsmetek@iwm.org.uk 

 

mailto:nsmetek@iwm.org.uk


Ends 

 

Notes to Editors 

 

‘The 75
th

 anniversary of HMS Belfast not only represents a milestone in her history, but also the 

achievement of those who have worked hard to preserve her decks and her legacy. HMS Belfast 

continues to impress and educate those who visit her and for over 40 years has enriched the cultural 

experience of visitors to London. This is an opportunity to both celebrate and to thank those who have 

contributed to the success of our magnificent museum.’ 

Phil Reed, Director HMS Belfast 

 

To download images*, visit:  

http://extranet.iwm.org.uk/press 

Username: Press 

Password: IWMpress 

 

*Please note, the image database is best viewed on Internet Explorer 

Once you are logged in, simply click the HMS Belfast link on the left, and then click the relevant folder(s) 

in the Picture Library section. 

 

Film footage of HMS Belfast’s launch can be obtained via British Pathé. Contact John Rosling 

jrosling@britishpathe.com  +44 (0) 20 7665 8342 quoting Film ID: 957.48   

Link to footage: http://www.britishpathe.com/video/mrs-chamberlain-opens-new-airport-at-belfast-

and-l/query/hms+belfast 

 

HMS Belfast  

HMS Belfast is the most significant surviving Second World War Royal Navy warship, with a history that 

extends to the Arctic Convoys, D-Day, the Cold War, Korea and beyond. Moored on the River Thames 

between London Bridge and Tower Bridge, HMS Belfast tells the story of life on board and explores how 

war affects and impacts on the morale, resilience and determination of a ship’s community. We take 

visitors on a journey though the ship’s nine decks and show them what life was like for the 950 strong 

crew, through the real life stories of the people who served on her. 

 

Open Daily: Winter 2012–13 1 November – 28 February 10am – 5pm.  

Summer 2013 1 March – 31 October 10am – 6pm. Last entry an hour before closing.  

(Closed 24 – 26 December). 

Admission*: £14.50 Adults; £11.60 Concessions (Senior, Student, Disabled); Children (under 16) Free; 

Special rates for groups of ten plus.  

 

HMS Belfast, The Queen’s Walk, London, SE1 2JH 

T: +44 (0)20 7940 6300 

E: hmsbelfast@iwm.org.uk  

iwm.org.uk / @I_W_M / www.facebook.com/hmsbelfast  

 

* Please note entry prices include a voluntary donation, making a valuable contribution to the care and 

conservation of this historic site 

 

IWM  

IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 

involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War.Our unique Collections, made up of 

the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, ideas and events. Using these, we tell 

vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences across our five museums that reflect the 

realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We challenge people to look at conflict from 

different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the causes, course and consequences of war and 

its impact on people’s lives. 
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IWM’s five branches attract over 2 million visitors each year. IWM London, our flagship branch, is 

transforming with new First World War Galleries and a new Atrium with large object displays which will 

open in summer 2014 to mark the Centenary of the First World War (Please note IWM London is closed 

until July 2013 when it will partially re-open, and in June 2014 the museum will fully reopen with the 

launch of new First World War Galleries). Our other branches are IWM North, housed in an iconic award-

winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a world-renowned aviation museum and 

Britain's best preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War Rooms, housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters 

below Whitehall; and the Second World War cruiser HMS Belfast 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-london/transforming-iwm-london
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-north
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-duxford
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