
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Immediate Release  
 

Press Event: Tuesday 20 May 2014, 10.00am– 12.30pm 

HMS Belfast commemorates 70th Anniversary of D-Day  

On 20 May 2014, HMS Belfast will lead the 70th Anniversary D-Day commemorations with a formal 
ceremony for D-Day Veterans, featuring a historic fly-past over the River Thames. 
 
HMS Belfast was one of the very first ships to open fire on German positions at 5.27am on 6 June 1944 
and is one of only three remaining vessels in the world to have taken part in the bombardment fleet to 
support the Normandy Landings.  
 
To commemorate the most significant armada in modern history, Veterans who served aboard HMS 
Belfast during D-Day will be joined by D-Day veterans from The Royal Hospital Chelsea and the 
Normandy Veterans Association, for a formal ceremony on the decks of the ship, followed by a C-75 
Dakota fly-past along the River Thames, on behalf of The Royal Air Force Battle of Britain Memorial 
Flight. 
 
HMS Belfast and D-Day 
On 6 June 1944, Allied forces launched a combined naval, air and land assault on Nazi-occupied France. 
Codenamed Operation 'Overlord', the Allied landings on the Normandy beaches marked the start of a 
long and costly campaign to liberate north-west Europe from German occupation. HMS Belfast took 
part in the D-Day landings as the flagship of Bombardment Force ‘E’ of the Eastern Naval Task Force 
and provided gunfire support to British and Canadian troops landing on Gold and Juno beaches. She 
spent 33 days in support of the landings and fired over 4,000 6-inch and 1,000 4-inch shells.  The invasion 
of Normandy was the last time HMS Belfast fired her guns during the Second World War. 
 
Director of HMS Belfast, Phil Reed, said:  
“We are honored to be welcoming D-Day veterans to the decks of HMS Belfast, to begin the 70th 
Anniversary of D-Day commemorations, ahead of major events taking place in Portsmouth and Normandy 
at the beginning of June. We felt it was important to give those veterans who are unable to attend the 
commemorations in Normandy an opportunity to mark the event in London, and HMS Belfast, having 
served at D-Day, is the most appropriate location to host such an event. HMS Belfast is part of the IWM 
family and plays a key role in commemorating and preserving the stories of D-Day, for the benefit of future 
generations.” 
 
The Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, said:  
“In commemorating the 70th anniversary of the D-Day landings in Normandy we have a timely opportunity 
to express our profound gratitude for the heroism and dedication of those involved in Operation Neptune, 
including those hardy souls aboard the HMS Belfast. While commending the veterans of the largest 
amphibious operation of the Second World War at this historic gathering, we also reflect on those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice and perished in the conflict.” 
 



 
20 May Press Event running order: 
 
10.00- 11.00 Interviews with D-Day Veterans, Director of HMS Belfast Phil Reed and IWM Historians 
11.20  Formal ceremony on the decks of HMS Belfast 
11.30  VIP arrives. Speeches with VIP and Director of Imperial War Museums, Diane Lees  
11.45  Dakota fly-past followed by gun salute 
11.50-12.20 Photocall and final interviews with Veterans and IWM Historians.  
 

HMS Belfast is the focal point for the 70th Anniversary of D-Day in London this year. To mark the 
anniversary HMS Belfast will also be hosting a family weekend of D-Day themed activities on board 
HMS Belfast on 24- 25 May.  
 
For further press information including images and footage, please contact:      
Senior Press Officer, Nina Dellow 0207 091 3069, ndellow@iwm.org.uk or Press Officer, Rosie 
Linton 0207 416 5436 rlinton@iwm.org.uk 
 
– Ends – 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
To download images*, visit:  
http://press.iwm.org.uk  
Username: HMS Belfast 
Password: IWM/press 
 
*Please note, the image database is best viewed on Internet Explorer 
Once you are logged in, simply click the HMS Belfast link on the left, and then click the relevant folder(s) 
in the Picture Library section. 
 
HMS Belfast’s Service History 
Following her launch in 1938, HMS Belfast was commissioned into the Royal Navy on 5 August 1939 
under the command of Captain G A Scott and was immediately called into service patrolling the 
northern waters, in efforts to impose a maritime blockade on Germany. After only two months at sea, 
disaster struck when HMS Belfast hit a magnetic mine. There were few casualties but the damage to her 
hull was so severe she was out of action for three years. 
 
On rejoining the home fleet in 1942 she was still the largest and most powerful cruiser in the Royal Navy 
and most importantly she was equipped with the most advanced radar systems. HMS Belfast was called 
into action and played a crucial role in protecting the Arctic Convoys, Russia’s supply route throughout 
the war. HMS Belfast protected the arctic convoys until 1944 when she spent five weeks supporting the 
D-Day landings and fired one of the first shots on D-Day itself. 
 
After the Second World War, HMS Belfast played an active role in the Korean War from 1950-1952 
working with other Allied Forces to support the retreating American and South Korean troops. Her final 
years were spent performing peace-keeping duties until she was retired from service in 1963. 
 
As early as 1967 the Imperial War Museum had been investigating the possibility of preserving a Second 
World War cruiser. This led to the formation of a trust, headed by one of HMS Belfast’s former captains 
Rear-Admiral Sir Morgan Morgan-Giles. After some years the trust was successful and HMS Belfast was 
brought to London opening to the public on Trafalgar Day, 21 October 1971. Since her arrival in London, 
HMS Belfast has served as a rich educational resource for schools, a successful museum and above all a 
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symbolic reminder of the brave sailors who embarked upon some of the most treacherous sea faring 
journeys during the Second World War. 
 

HMS Belfast  
HMS Belfast is the most significant surviving Second World War Royal Navy warship, with a history that 
extends to the Arctic convoys, D-Day, the Cold War, Korea and beyond. Moored on the River Thames 
between London Bridge and Tower Bridge, HMS Belfast tells the story of life on board and explores how 
war affects and impacts on the morale, resilience and determination of a ship’s community. We take 
visitors on a journey though the ship’s nine decks and show them what life was like for the 950-strong 
crew, through the real life stories of the people who served on her. 
 
Open Daily: Winter 2013–14 1 November – 28 February, 10am – 5pm. (Closed 24 – 26 December) 
Summer 2014 1 March – 31 October, 10am – 6pm. 
Last entry an hour before closing.  
 
Admission*: £15.50 Adults; £12.40 Concessions (Senior, Student, Disabled); Children (under 16) Free; 
Special rates for groups of 15 plus.  
 
HMS Belfast, The Queen’s Walk, London, SE1 2JH 
T: +44 (0)20 7940 6300 
E: hmsbelfast@iwm.org.uk  
iwm.org.uk / @I_W_M / www.facebook.com/hmsbelfast  
 
* Please note entry prices include a voluntary donation, making a valuable contribution to the care and 
conservation of this historic site 
 
IWM Duxford commemorates the 70th anniversary of D-Day 

IWM Duxford commemorates the 70th anniversary of D-Day with a programme of events including the 

D-Day – the Last of the Liberators photographic exhibition (Tuesday 29 April to December 2014), the D-

Day Anniversary Air Show (Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 May) and a range of family activities.  Objects 

with amazing D-Day stories can be seen throughout the museum’s exhibitions.   

RAF Duxford was home to the 78th Fighter Group of the United States Army Air Forces, who flew in 

support of D-Day operations. During May and June, we’ll be tweeting summaries which show how the 

78th Fighter Group built towards D-Day operations, what they did on 6 June 1944 and how they 

supported the fighting in France.  

For further information about events at IWM Duxford, please contact Esther Blaine, Public 

Relations Manager: eblaine@iwm.org.uk 01223 499 320 

IWM Duxford, Cambridgeshire CB22 4QR                                                                                                                                   

T: +44 (0)1223 835 000                                                                                                                                                                    

 E: duxford@iwm.org.uk 

@I_W_M  www.facebook.com/iwm.duxford 

IWM  
IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 
involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 
 
Our unique Collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, 
ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences 
across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We 
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challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the 
causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 
 
IWM’s five branches attract over 2 million visitors each year. IWM London, our flagship branch, is 
transforming with new First World War Galleries and a new Atrium with large object displays which will 
open on 19 July 2014 to mark the Centenary of the First World War. Our other branches are IWM North, 
housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a world-
renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War Rooms, housed 
in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second World War cruiser HMS Belfast. 
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