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New artworks exploring everyday life in Afghanistan  

 

‘The three weeks I spent in Afghanistan in November and December 2014 were the start of a continuing 

diary of violence. These drawings purposefully show life a pace back from the violence: people washing 

for prayers, shopping, farming, building, learning and living.’     George Butler 

 

Depicting everyday life in Afghanistan, a new display of artworks by journalist and reportage illustrator 

George Butler will be unveiled for the first time at IWM North, part of Imperial War Museums, in 

Manchester. 

 

Butler’s artworks were drawn live in situ, in locations throughout Afghanistan, in the weeks following the 

withdrawal of the combat troops of the International Security Assistance Force, who have been present 

in the country since 2001. 

 

The images were specially created for this small, powerful display. Butler’s previous work has appeared in 

news media outlets and exhibitions across the globe.  

 

These new images offer an insight into what happens away from foreign television cameras, at quiet 

moments in between the events that make news headlines.  

 

Butler’s reportage illustration offers a compelling insight into a country living with conflict, offering an 

alternative to photography and film media coverage.  

 

More than 20 vivid pen and ink drawings created on the streets of Afghanistan reveal the impact of 

conflict on people, communities and society. 

 

The political and security situation changed dramatically during Butler’s time there, with daily explosions 

in both civilian and military areas while, for many, day to day life on the streets and in homes continued 

almost as normal. 

 

The images capture the bustle of lively street markets, the impact of daily explosions in major cities, life 

changing social projects and schools in remote rural locations.  

 

The new artworks are on display alongside film and photography of Butler’s experiences in Afghanistan, 

revealing the artist at work while standing in dangerous urban locations and remote rural settlements. 

 

IWM has been working with artists to create responses to conflict since the First World War. IWM North’s 

landmark building on The Quays in Manchester is itself an artistic response to conflict. Designed by world 

renowned architect Daniel Libeskind, based on the concept of a world shattered by conflict, the award 

winning building is a visionary symbol of the effects of war on people’s lives.  



 

Also on display in IWM North’s Main Exhibition Space objects from IWM’s collections telling the stories of 

British soldiers who served in Afghanistan from 2003 to the present day. 

 

Butler's travel to Afghanistan was part-funded by a grant from the Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting. 

 

To find out more, connect with @IWMNorth on Twitter #GeorgeButler or visit www.iwm.org.uk 

 

– Ends – 

For further press information and high res images please contact: 

Alex Knight, Press and PR Manager, IWM North, 0161 836 4040, aknight@iwm.org.uk 

Lorna McBride, Press and PR Assistant, IWM North, 0161 836 4046, lmcbride@iwm.org.uk  

 

Afghan Connection 

George Butler was a guest of Afghan Connection in Takhar Province. Afghan Connection has been 

working for several decades to build schools for girls and boys. To find out more about the important 

work of Afghan Connection and the Swedish Committee for Afghanistan, visit afghanconnection.org and 

swedishcommittee.org 

 

George Butler Biography 

George Butler is an artist and illustrator specialising in travel and current affairs. His drawings, done in situ 

are in pen, ink and watercolour.  

 

In August 2012 George walked from Turkey across the border into Syria, where as an unofficial guest of 

the rebel Free Syrian Army he spent 4 days drawing the civil war damaged, small and empty town of Azaz. 

6 months later he made a similar trip back to Syria (Feb 2013) to record the stories amongst the refugees. 

These drawings were reproduced by the Times, the Guardian, Evening Standard, Der Spiegel, ARD 

television Germany, NPR (USA)  and reported on the BBC World News, BBC World Service, CNN twice, Al 

Arabiya and Monocle Radio.  

 

In March 2014 he was commissioned by Doctors of the World to record the living conditions of the Syrian 

refugees in the Bekaa valley in Lebanon. Again the work was shown on the BBC and in the Guardian 

before being exhibited at the V&A Museum. An evening that was opened by Richard Rogers and Martin 

Roth.  

 

However, his sense of adventure did not start here - since leaving Kingston university, drawing has taken 

George around the world, depicting the oil fields in Azerbaijan, soldiers in Afghanistan, reconstructive 

plastic surgery, G20 riots, the New York Fire Department, Asian Elephants, murder trials and even an oil 

rig in the North Sea.  

 

Amongst several other London based solo exhibitions in Dover Street and St.James and several abroad in 

Norway and Myanmar. He has won the Editorial and Overall award for illustration at the V&A Illustration 

Awards and an International Media Award in May 2013. His work has been exhibited in the Times 

Watercolour Competition in 2012 and again in 2014, the Royal Institute of Painters in Watercolours 

exhibition at the Mall Galleries, 2008, 2009 & 2011, 2013 where he won the June Stokes Roberts Bursary 

and the Winsor and Newton Young Artist’s Award. 

 

Recently he has started teaching drawing and has given talks at the Frontline Club, Asia House and a 

TEDX talk at Warwick University. 

 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/
mailto:aknight@iwm.org.uk
mailto:lmcbride@iwm.org.uk


‘George Butler combines the curiosity and wanderlust of David Attenborough with the delicacy of brush 

of Audubon, travelling afar to bring back a subtle evocation of fauna and flora and the people he meets in 

far-flung places.’  Geordie Greig, Editor in Chief. The Mail on Sunday. 

 

‘We seem to have lost the art of the observational reporter with a sketchbook to photography, Butler's 

memorable images show that a closely observed drawing is not just worth a thousand words but 

hundreds of photographs.’ A A Gill 

 

‘George Butler's extraordinarily sensitive pictures of life in all its forms tell us more about the world than 

most photography can.’  Robin Hanbury Tenison 

 

 

ALSO ON SHOW AT IWM: 

 

AT IWM LONDON 

War Story: Afghanistan 2014 

Until 6 September 2015  

Free  

Through the little-known personal stories of those on the ground War Story: Afghanistan 2014 – made up 

entirely of new objects – provides a snapshot of the pivotal point in the history of Afghanistan. The voices 

and experiences of not only the British troops, but also members of the Afghan National Security Forces 

and UK government and NGO workers gives visitors an insight into the transition in terms of security and 

development, highlighting how the future of Afghanistan is delicately poised. 

 

 

Notes to Editors 

 

IWM North 

The multi award winning IWM North is designed by world-renowned architect Daniel Libeskind to 

represent a globe shattered by conflict. The iconic building, innovative and dynamic exhibitions, use of 

digital media through hourly Big Picture Shows and public events explore how war shapes lives and 

inspire and encourage debate.  

 

Open daily from 10am - 5pm with free admission at The Quays, Trafford Wharf Road, Manchester M17 

1TZ (close to MediaCityUK Metrolink and Junction 9 of the M60) T: 0161 836 4000 

E:iwmnorth@iwm.org.uk www.iwm.org.uk 

 

IWM  

IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 

involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 

 

Our unique collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, 

ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences 

across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We 

challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the 

causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 

 

IWM’s five branches are IWM London, IWM’s flagship branch with six floors of exhibitions and displays; 

IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a 

world renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War Rooms, 

housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second World War cruiser HMS 

Belfast.  

 


