
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Immediate Release  

 

IWM Publishes First World War Poems from the Front 
A new poetry anthology by Paul O’Prey  

 
    

 

 

 

A superb collection. Fresh, surprising and very moving – the most 

insightful anthology of the war I've read. 

John Simpson, broadcaster and author 

 

Throughout the First World War a small handful of soldiers and nurses 

created a body of poetry so vivid and intense that one hundred years 

later it remains in our national consciousness.  

 

This collection, edited by Professor Paul O’Prey, looks to challenge the 

notion that all war poetry was of a similar anti-war sentiment, focusing 

on fifteen poets who all saw active military service and composed 

poems while they worked, nursed and fought. 

 

Poems from the Front includes ‘November 11
th

’ by Robert Graves, appearing for the first time as a poem 

in its own right. A street ballad, it was written in draft to arts patron Edward Marsh in November 1918. 

Persuaded not to publish it that year, Graves instead released a version in 1969, considering it 

unprintable until then.  

 
The anthology also features ‘ When you see millions of the mouthless dead’ by Charles Sorley, an 

unfinished poem found in his kit bag after he had been killed, highlighting the circumstances in which 

many poets found themselves as they wrote. 

 

Three little-known poems by the American nurse Mary Borden are published here in book form for the 

first time. Borden, already an author at the outbreak of the First World War, was independently wealthy 

but chose to enlist in the French Red Cross in 1914, and funded and ran her own military field hospital. 

 

It was my business to know which of the wounded could wait and which could not. I had to decide for 

myself. There was no one to tell me. If I made any mistakes, some would die on their stretchers on the 

floor under my eyes who need not have died.  

Mary Borden 

 

Other poets featured are Laurence Binyon, Edmund Blunden, Vera Brittain, Rupert Brooke, May Cannan, 

Ivor Gurney, David Jones, Wilfred Owen, Isaac Rosenberg, Siegfried Sassoon, Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy 

and Edward Thomas. 

 

Professor Paul O’Prey is Vice-Chancellor of the University of Roehampton in London, where he is also 

Professor of Modern Literature. He is a former president of the War Poets Association, a member of the 
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council of the IWM Friends, and author of a number of books including Robert Graves’ Selected Poems 

(Penguin, 1986), completed after a long period working with the poet.  

 

In creating this collection, I have brought together poems by fifteen young men and women who found 

themselves at the extreme edge of experience. They tell us what they saw and did and felt, without 

flinching. A hundred years on, it is hard to imagine suffering on such a scale, but these poems speak with 

the truth of authentic witness. The rawness of their anger, their compassion and despair, still feels urgent 

today and cannot be ignored.  

Paul O’Prey 

 

– Ends – 

 

For further information on the poets that feature in the anthology, to request interviews or a review copy 

of the book, please contact: 

 

Kate Crowther, Press Assistant, 020 7416 5497, kcrowther@iwm.org.uk  

  

Notes to Editors: 

 

The full list of poets featuring in First World War Poems from the Front: 

 

Laurence Binyon 

Edmund Blunden 

Mary Borden 

Vera Brittain 

Rupert Brooke 

May Cannan 

Robert Graves 

Ivor Gurney 

David Jones 

Wilfred Owen 

Isaac Rosenberg 

Siegfried Sassoon 

Charles Sorley 

Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy  

Edward Thomas 

 

A recording of Laurence Binyon reading For the Fallen is available from the British Library, via Imperial War 

Museums. 

 

IWM  

IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 

involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 

 

Our unique collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, 

ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences 

across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We 

challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the 

causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 

 

IWM’s five branches attract over 2 million visitors each year. IWM London, our flagship branch, is 

transforming with new First World War Galleries and a new Atrium with large object displays which will 

open on 19 July 2014 to mark the Centenary of the First World War. Our other branches are IWM North, 

housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a world-
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renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War Rooms, housed in 

Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second World War cruiser HMS Belfast. 

 

First World War Centenary 

2014 – 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary for 

Britain and the world. IWM will mark the centenary by leading a vibrant, four year 

programme of cultural activities across the country, including the opening of brand new 

First World War Galleries at IWM London in 2014. For more information visit 

www.1914.org 
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