
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fighting Extremes: From Ebola to ISIS 
 

Opens Wednesday 18 November 2015   
   
PRESS VIEW: 18 November, 8:30 – 10:30am. RSVP to press@iwm.org.uk  
 
IWM London announces a new display – Fighting Extremes: From Ebola to ISIS – featuring 
recently acquired objects, behind the scenes interviews and photos, all of which are on display for 
the first time 
 
This display – the first to tackle and present these subjects in the UK – reveals the little known 
experiences of British personnel serving on two recent operations: the response to the Ebola 
outbreak in Sierra Leone and the fight against ISIS in the Middle East. 
 
Highlights include in-depth interviews with Corporal Anna Cross, and the wellington boots worn 
by healthcare worker Will Pooley who both contracted Ebola, through to interviews revealing what 
it is like being a drone operator, and a target depicting an ISIS suicide bomber used for shooting 
practice when training Peshmerga troops.  
 
From Ebola…. 
Last year as the Ebola outbreak spiralled into an urgent humanitarian crisis, it became clear that only a 
military contribution could help to provide the speedy response that was needed. Launched in 2014, 
Operation Gritrock saw over 900 British personnel sent to Sierra Leone to help fight the epidemic, building 
and setting up treatment centres, providing medical staff and deploying infantry to help with security.  
 
Objects and materials featured include;  
 The wellington boots worn by healthcare worker Will Pooley, the first Briton to contract Ebola and be 

evacuated by the RAF whilst working in Sierra Leone  
 Filmed interviews with Corporal Anna Cross, a British Army nurse who also contracted Ebola. These 

reveal what it was like to discover she had contracted the disease, how she coped and the video of her 
colleagues performing the Sierra Leonean ‘Ebola song’, which was performed by the medical teams 
when a patient pulled through.  

 An improvised hand washing device – known as a ‘ Tippy Tap’ – a simple but crucial piece of kit in 
allowing people to wash their hands with chlorinated water, improving hygiene and reducing the spread 
of this deadly disease 

 
To ISIS… 
British forces were also deployed on Operation Shader, the British contribution to the fight against ISIS 
(Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham) in the Middle East, launching air strikes, carrying out surveillance and 
training local opposition forces against the extremist Islamic group that operates primarily in Syria and 
Iraq. 
 
Objects and materials featured include;  
 A shooting target depicting a silhouette of an ISIS suicide bomber, which was used by soldiers of the 

2nd Battalion, The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment when training local Kurdish Peshmerga forces 
in northern Iraq.  

 The headset used by a Flight Lieutenant of the RAF in the UK when piloting an MQ-9 Reaper ‘drone’ 
which is used to gather intelligence, carry out surveillance and reconnaissance and launch air strikes.  

 
Penny Mordaunt MP, Minister of State for the Armed Forces says “18 months ago we called on our 
Armed Forces to assist tackling the Ebola outbreak in west Africa, which claimed more than ten thousand 
lives. Working tirelessly, more than 1,500 British troops and medics oversaw the construction of six 
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treatment centres and trained more than 4,000 Sierra Leonean and international health care workers. 
Through their determination and hard work, they have helped to end Ebola in Sierra Leone.  
“Our troops also continue to play a vital role to help in the fight against ISIS terrorists, by helping train and 
equip Iraqi security forces and providing air support, in the fight against ISIS and helping to build capacity 
with our coalition nations. 
 
“This exhibition gives the public an opportunity to see at close hand what we ask of our Armed Forces, the 
breadth of what they do their adaptability and the remarkable work they do in the most difficult 
circumstances.” 
 
Diane Lees, Director−General of IWM says “The nature of conflict is constantly evolving and since IWM 
was founded almost 100 years ago, we have continued to collect and record stories and objects from 
those who have experienced conflict first hand. This display, one of the most contemporary IWM has 
shown, is a snapshot of the complex roles the British armed forces have today; whether that is working 
alongside NGOs to assist in fighting epidemics, to fighting ISIS in the Middle East.”  
  
Visitors can discover how today’s armed forces have to flexibly meet a variety of global security 
challenges working alongside coalition partners and civilian organisations. 
 
“It’s shifted from an understanding of warfare as a bi-polar affair with two sides fighting each other out to a 

massively complicated multi-national, multi-agency security requirement…Defence is only a part of 
security in this very complex world” 

 
General Sir Nick Parker, retired senior commander in the British Army 

 
With unprecedented access granted by the Ministry of Defence, all of the new objects on display were 
collected by IWM directly from personnel who have served on these operations. IWM’s curators have also 
conducted interviews and gathered film footage, photographs and other artifacts at locations ranging from 
Cyprus to Belfast.  
 
IWM has been working in partnership with the Ministry of Defence since 2009* offering British personnel 
an opportunity to record their role and preserve their personal accounts and experiences in IWM’s 
unrivalled national collections for future generations.  
 
 

– Ends – 

 
Images available to download – contact the press office for details 

 
 

These wellington boots were worn by healthcare 
worker Will Pooley, the first Briton to contract Ebola 
when working in Sierra Leone in August 2014. He 
was evacuated to the UK by the RAF and treated in 
a special isolation unit at the Royal Free Hospital in 
London. After fully recovering, Pooley returned to 
Sierra Leone in October 2014. 
 

A message painted on a medical checkpoint tent 
in Sierra Leone, encouraging local people with 
Ebola symptoms to visit a health facility, 
September 2014. © Alice Truman 
 



  

This suicide bomber target was used by soldiers of 
2nd Battalion, The Princess of Wales’s Royal 
Regiment to train local Kurdish Peshmerga forces in 
northern Iraq. A silhouette of a suicide bomber was 
used as ISIS is known to deploy them against the 
Peshmerga. 
 

This headset was used by a Royal Air Force 
pilot of an MQ-9 Reaper remotely piloted aircraft 
on missions as part of Operation Shader. It has 
only one earpiece as the three-man crews of the 
Reaper are able to talk directly to one another 
within a pod based in the UK, without the noise 
and operating conditions of a conventional 
aircraft.  

 

 

A soldier of 2nd Battalion, The Princess of Wales’s 
Royal Regiment trains a Peshmerga infantryman in 
urban fighting, December 2014. © LCpl Robert 
Weideman  
 

A Tornado GR4 in a hangar at RAF Akrotiri in 
Cyprus ready for a sortie, March 2015. © IWM  
 

 
For further press information please contact: 
Bryony Phillips on bphillips@iwm.org.uk / 020 7416 5316 
 
Notes to Editors: 
*the project was formerly known as War Story 
 
IWM London  
IWM London - IWM’s flagship branch - tells the stories of those whose lives have been shaped by war 
through the depth, breadth and impact of our Galleries, displays and events. Visit our brand new First 
World War Galleries featuring over 1,300 objects from IWM’s collections, explore what life was like at 
home during the Second World War in A Family in Wartime; delve into the world of espionage in Secret 
War; visit our award-winning Holocaust Exhibition; discover stories of bravery in The Lord Ashcroft 
Gallery: Extraordinary Heroes;  see work by some of Britain’s most significant 20

th
 Century artists in our 

art galleries or take in our latest major temporary exhibitions.  Our family learning sessions and events 
encourage debate and challenge people’s perceptions of war.  
 
Open daily from 10am – 6pm (except 24 – 26 December) 
IWM London, Lambeth Road, London, SE1 6HZ.  
T: 020 7416 5000  
E: contact@iwm.org.uk 
iwm.org.uk / @I_W_M / www.facebook.com/iwm.london 
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http://www.iwm.org.uk/exhibitions/iwm-london/a-family-in-wartime
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IWM  
IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 
involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 
 
Our unique Collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, 
ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences 
across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We 
challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the 
causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 
 
IWM’s five branches attract over 2 million visitors each year. IWM London, our flagship branch, marks the 
Centenary of the First World War with new permanent First World War Galleries and a new Atrium with 
iconic large object displays. Our other branches are IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning 
building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a world-renowned aviation museum and Britain's 
best preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War Rooms, housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below 
Whitehall; and the Second World War cruiser HMS Belfast. 
 
About the First World War Centenary  
2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary for Britain 
and the world. IWM is marking the centenary by leading a vibrant, four year programme of 
cultural activities across the world. Next year is the centenary of the Battle of the Somme. 
IWM will be announcing its programme to mark the anniversary later this year. For more 
information visit www.1914.org. 
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