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Designer Wayne Hemingway and journalist and author Lucy Siegle will discuss fashion and sustainability 

at a special event at IWM North, part of Imperial War Museums, on October 5.  

 

Inspired by IWM North’s major Special Exhibition Fashion on the Ration: 1940s Street Style, which 

coincides with 75 years since clothes rationing was introduced in Britain, the pair will take lessons from 

the Second World War as a starting point to discuss modern challenges and creative solutions in an ever 

evolving industry. 

 

Creativity in the face of restrictions  

 

During the 1940s, mills and factories were instructed to produce munitions and supplies for the war 

effort and as a direct consequence clothing was rationed.  

Materials such as silk and elastic were hard to come by and many types of clothing were in short supply 

for the British public. Despite this, people’s creativity and ingenuity shone through. The birth of Make Do 

and Mend saw people learn how to mend and modify what they already had and fashion flourished in new 

ways. 

 

Both passionate advocates for sustainability and innovation, Hemingway and Siegle will look to the future 

and discuss how we can take lessons from the past to find practical and lasting solutions for a more 

sustainable fashion industry where creativity and individuality can still thrive.  

 

Designer Wayne Hemingway said: ‘Despite restrictions, many people pushed the boundaries of 

individuality and design using what little resources were available. Fashion didn’t die in the Second World 

War, people just found new ways of expressing themselves.’ 

‘When something isn’t disposable you treasure it more and fashion wasn’t disposable back then. This 

notion of not only making do and mending your clothes, but reinventing cherished items and buying 

clothing that will last for years to come is an idea that can be passed down through the generations.’ 

 

Decades before vintage became en vogue, one housewife upcycled a Victorian era dress into a sleek 

1940s silhouette, as seen on display in Fashion on the Ration: 1940s Street Style.  Bridesmaids dresses 

could be made from unrationed parachute material and even underwear was made from 

decommissioned silk RAF maps.  

 

Quality over quantity  

 

Later in the Second World War, the government introduced the Utility Clothing Scheme aimed to 



standardise production methods and ensure durable clothing was manufactured efficiently to minimise 

waste, while providing stylish and high quality garments. It is estimated around 5 million square metres of 

cotton per year was saved as a result.  

 

Author and journalist Lucy Siegle said: ‘Now that fast fashion dominates we've lost touch with the idea 

that durability and quality should be prized.  Production methods were different and more sustainable 

in the 1940s. The craft of being a seamstress was acknowledged rather than hidden in the supply chain. 

Waste - now endemic in apparel production and consumption - was much more carefully controlled. We 

can learn huge lessons about sustainable fashion from the 1940s and by comparison identify the true 

cost of today's chaotic fashion cycle.' 

 

In Conversation: Wayne Hemingway and Lucy Siegle on Fashion and Sustainability  

Wednesday 5 October, 7pm, IWM North 

Booking essential. £12, £10 concession.  

 http://www.iwm.org.uk/events/iwm-north/in-conversation-wayne-hemingway-and-lucy-siegle-on-

fashion-and-sustainability 

 

Tickets to the event will include admission to IWM North’s Special Exhibition Fashion on the Ration: 

1940s Street Style.  

 

 

– Ends – 

 

For further press information please contact: 
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Wayne Hemingway.  Image courtesy of the Glasgow Evening Times.  
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Journalist, presenter and author Lucy Siegle.  

 

 

 

 

Dressmaking classes 1943 © IWM D_012882  

The 'Make Do and Mend' campaign was launched in Britain to encourage people to make their existing 

supplies of clothes last longer. Old clothes were renovated and recycled, while un-rationed materials 

were entirely transformed.  

 

 



 

 

  

Silk map underwear  ©IWM EPH_010930 

Bra and knickers set made up for Countess Mountbatten from a silk escape map given to her by her RAF 

boyfriend during the Second World War 
 

 

Victorian dress made into a 1940s style dress. Image courtesy of Leicestershire County Council 

Museum Service 

Dress makers and home-sewers became imaginative and experimental and the result was flourishing 

individual style on a scale unseen before the war.   

 

 

 

Event listing information 

 

In Conversation: Wayne Hemingway and Lucy Siegle on Fashion and Sustainability  

Wednesday 5 October, 7pm, IWM North 

Booking essential. £12, £10 Concession  

Drawing on issues raised by IWM North’s major special exhibition, Fashion on The Ration: 1940s Street 

Style, fashion designer Wayne Hemingway and journalist and author Lucy Siegle discuss fashion and 



sustainability, taking lessons from the Second World War as a starting point to discuss modern challenges 

and modern solutions. 

 http://www.iwm.org.uk/events/iwm-north/in-conversation-wayne-hemingway-and-lucy-siegle-on-

fashion-and-sustainability 

 

 

 

Notes to Editors 

 

Wayne Hemingway 

Wayne Hemingway MBE is a British Fashion designer and cofounder of Red or Dead. In 1999, having sold 

Red or Dead, Wayne and wife Geraldine set up HemingwayDesign, which specialises in affordable and 

social design.  Hemingway is also behind Vintage at Albert Docks in Liverpool, Vintage by the Sea in 

Morecambe and The Festival of Thrift near Redcar.  

Lucy Siegle 

Lucy Siegle is an author, journalist and presenter. She writes a weekly ethical living column for the 

Observer and authored To Die For: Is Fashion Wearing Out the World? A regular reporter on BBC’s The One 

Show, Lucy is also an Executive Producer of documentary The True Cost (available on Netflix).  

 

 

 

 

IWM North 

The multi award winning IWM North is designed by world-renowned architect Daniel Libeskind to 

represent a globe shattered by conflict. The iconic building, innovative and dynamic exhibitions, use of 

digital media through hourly Big Picture Shows and public events explore how war shapes lives and 

inspire and encourage debate.  

 

Open daily from 10am - 5pm with free admission at The Quays, Trafford Wharf Road, Manchester M17 

1TZ (close to MediaCityUK Metrolink and Junction 9 of the M60) T: 0161 836 4000 

E:iwmnorth@iwm.org.uk www.iwm.org.uk 

 

 

IWM  

IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 

involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 

 

Our unique collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, 

ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences 

across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We 

challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the 

causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 

 

IWM’s five branches are IWM London, IWM’s flagship branch with six floors of exhibitions and displays; 

IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a 

world renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War Rooms, 

housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second World War cruiser HMS 

Belfast.  

 

First World War Centenary 

2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary for Britain and the world. 

IWM will mark the centenary by leading a vibrant, four year programme of cultural activities across the 
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country, including the opening of brand new First World War galleries at IWM London in 2014. For more 

information visit www.1914.org 

 

http://www.1914.org/

