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Top Secret: Spies, Disguise and Ways to Hide 
IWM North, part of Imperial War Museums, Saturday 15 to Sunday 23 February 2014 
Free Entry – Donations welcome 
 
Pssst. Sneak over to IWM North this February half term to learn some Top Secret spy skills, take on a 
laser maze and meet the human and canine duo behind the Spy Dog children’s book series.  
 
This week full of free family activities is inspired by real life stories of wartime bravery and 
espionage.   
 
Meet Spy Pup Star, the real life puppy who stars in the latest of the popular children’s Puffin Book 
Series Spy Dog and Spy Pups, along with author Andrew Cope. Hear about Spy Dog’s latest 
adventures and find out what it takes to be a clever canine undercover.  Free, but booking is 
essential via learningnorth@iwm.org.uk or 0161 8364000.  
 
Check in at Spy HQ to create your own secret identity and receive your mission. Make your own Spy 
ID, invent a codename and complete your training to learn essential spy skills.   
 
Stealth is one of the best weapons for a spy who wants to move around unseen.  Can you keep a 
cool head and think on your feet to take on the Super Spy Laser Maze challenge? Test your patience 
and nerve to make your way across the course without crossing the beams. See if you can pass 
undetected to earn super spy status. 
 
In a time before mobile phones and wifi, sending information during wartime was a huge 
challenge, especially if messages contained important information that couldn’t fall into the wrong 
hands.  Keep things strictly Top Secret and learn how to make and break your own codes to send 
those special messages undetected in Open Studio: Code Breaking  sessions.  Learn how important 
animals like dogs and pigeons were in carrying messages on land and even overseas. Discover 
fascinating objects on display like a dog messenger collar and a coded pigeon message from the 
First World War.   
 
History comes to life in What A Performance live theatrical acts, inspired by the amazing bravery and 
cunning of women Special Operations Executives (SOE) during the Second World War.  Follow the 
dramatic story of an SOE agent parachuted into France undercover to report back on German 
military activity, inspired by the true story of Odette Hallows.   
 
Younger visitors can take part in daily interactive story telling sessions throughout half term and 
discover the tales of wartime animals on a mission to transport vital messages undetected.  Get 
hands on with a trench periscope used by soldiers during the First World War to take a peek at the 
enemy and find out how undercover agents during the Second World War used clever gadgets like 
matchbox cameras to gather intelligence on enemy activity.  Alternatively, don a concealing wig or 
fake moustache and practice the art of deception in our disguise dress up corner in the Learning 
Studio.   
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Explore the Main exhibition Space and go under undercover in camoflage or crack a code at the 

family friendly Action Stations.   

Discover the famous story of Oliver Philpot, who escaped a German prisoner of war camp in 1943 

by digging a secret underground tunnel.  He found his way to Sweden and then made it back to 

Britain, by making a compass from materials he had found in the camp. His amazing compass can 

be seen on display alongside a hand decorated tie he made to disguise himself once outside of the 

camp.  

Find your own way home with a Philpot inspired compass keyring, check out who is behind you in 
spy glasses or send a message in invisible ink using a spy pen - all available from the IWM North 
shop.   
 
You can’t do an undercover stake out on an empty stomach, so head to the Watershard Café and 
Kitchen for a delicious homemade pie.  
 
Graham Boxer, IWM North Director said: “This coming February half term family visitors can delve 
into a world of spy themed activities at IWM North, inspired by the real life stories of espionage and 
escape.   Visitors can get involved in a variety of fun, free activities which can be enjoyed by all ages 
and abilities.” 
 
Entry is free, donations welcome. Find out more at iwm.org.uk or connect with IWM North on 
facebook.com/iwm.north or on twitter @I_W_M #IWMNorth  
 
 
 

– Ends – 
 
 
For further press information please contact: 
Lorna McBride, Press and PR Assistant, IWM North, 0161 836 4046, lmcbride@iwm.org.uk  
Alex Knight, Press and PR Manager, IWM North, 0161 836 4040, aknight@iwm.org.uk  
 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
IWM North 
The multi award winning IWM North is designed by world-renowned architect Daniel Libeskind to 
represent a globe shattered by conflict. The iconic building, innovative and dynamic exhibitions, 
use of digital media through hourly Big Picture Shows and public events explore how war shapes 
lives and inspire and encourage debate.  
 
Open daily from 10am - 5pm with free admission at The Quays, Trafford Wharf Road, Manchester 
M17 1TZ (close to MediaCityUK Metrolink and Junction 9 of the M60) T: 0161 836 4000 
E:iwmnorth@iwm.org.uk www.iwm.org.uk 
 
 
DETAILED LISTING INFORMATION: 
Visitors of all ages can get involved through workshops, children’s tours and activities. 
Unless otherwise stated activities are free, drop-in sessions (places may be limited on the day).  
 
Activities are suitable for ages 5+ unless otherwise stated. An adult must accompany children 
under 12 at all times. 
 
Meet Spy Pup 
Saturday 15 February, 2pm – 2.45pm and 2.45pm-3pm (all ages) 
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Learning Studio  
Meet real life Spy Pup, Star, and his human helper Andrew Cope, author of the fantastic Spy Dog, 
Spy Pups and Spy Cats children’s Puffin book series. Find out about the real and imagined antics of 
Spy Pups and Spy Dog and how Andrew turns these capers into page-turning adventures and 
incredible tales of spying success. Free, booking is essential via email learningnorth@iwm.org.uk 
Spy HQ 
Monday 17 and Tuesday 18 February, 11am-12.30pm and 2-3.30pm (all ages) 
Learning Studio 
Drop into Spy HQ to create your own secret identity and receive your mission. Make your own Spy 
ID, invent a codename and complete your training to learn essential spy skills.   
 
 
Super Spy Laser Maze 
Thursday 20 and Friday 21 February, 10am-5pm  
Libeskind Rooms 
Stealth is one of the best weapons for a spy who wants to move around unseen.  Can you keep a 
cool head to sneak through the Super Spy Laser Maze challenge? Test your patience and make your 
way across the course without crossing the beams. See if you can pass undetected to earn super 
spy status. Drop in activity, no booking required.   
 
 
Open Studio: Code Breaking  
Saturday 15*, Sunday 16, Wednesday 19, Thursday 20, Friday 21 February, 11am-12.30pm 
and 2-3.30pm (all ages) 
Learning Studio  
Learn how to make and break your own secret codes to send those special messages undetected!  
*Saturday 15 February, 11-12.30pm session only 
 
 
What A Performance  
Tuesday 18, Wednesday 19 and Sunday 23 February, 11.15am, 12.15pm, 1.15pm, 2.15pm 
(Ideal for ages 5+) 
Main Exhibition Space 
See one of our special, family friendly performances dramatising stories of war time trials and 
adventure, including the story of a daring female spy serving with the Special Operations Executive 
during the Second World War.  
 
 
Open Studio: Binoculars  
Saturday 22 and Sunday 23 February, 11am-12.30pm and 2-3.30pm (all ages) 
Learning Studio 
Decorate your own spying binoculars to help you on a stealthy stake-out or an undercover 
mission.  
 
 
Story Time 
 
Oskar’s Journey Across the Berlin Wall 
Saturday 15, Sunday 16, Monday 17, Tuesday 18, Wednesday 19, Thursday 20, Friday 21, 
Saturday 22, Sunday 23 February at 10.30am (all ages) 
Meet at the Harrier Jump Jet 
Meet our charming cat puppet character Oskar who uses stealth and observation skills to cross the 
Berlin Wall undetected, in search of a friend on the other side of the divided city during the Cold 
War.  The session includes a chance to see a real piece of the Berlin Wall.    
 
Animals on a Mission 
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Saturday 15, Sunday 16, Monday 17, Tuesday 18, Wednesday 19, Thursday 20, Friday 21, 
Saturday 22, Sunday 23 February at 1.30pm (all ages) 
Meet at the Harrier Jump Jet 
Discover amazing tales of undercover animals used to carry top secret messages, in this interactive 
storytelling session. 
 
Visiting IWM North with your family 
We offer a great day out for all the family all year round with FREE ENTRY to IWM North, all our 
exhibitions and a wide variety of family friendly activities. We have free floor plans, trails, and 
regular tours to help you navigate our fascinating building.  
 
We also have regular events aimed specifically at families including TimeStack Handling Sessions 
where you can get hands-on with the objects, and HotSpot craft activities, helping you to explore 
IWM North in more detail. 
 
Within the Main Exhibition Space we have nine Action Station interactives and on the ground floor, 
our online area Your History offers more information about the collections, including games and 
personal stories. 
 
We have free, self-operated lockers for your bags, lifts to all floors, accessible ground floor toilets 
and baby changing facilities. The WaterShard Café & Kitchen offers children’s portions and lunch 
bags, and colouring sheets are always available. An indoor picnic area is also available at weekends 
and in the school holidays for visitors to bring their own refreshments. The IWM North Shop offers a 
range of pocket money purchases including souvenirs and stationery items. 
 
 
IWM  
IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 
involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 
 
Our unique collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, 
places, ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical 
experiences across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and 
creative force. We challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their 
understanding of the causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 
 
IWM’s five branches are IWM London, IWM’s flagship branch with six floors of exhibitions and 
displays; IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind; 
IWM Duxford, a world renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield; 
Churchill War Rooms, housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second 
World War cruiser HMS Belfast.  
 
First World War Centenary 
2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary for Britain and the 
world. IWM will mark the centenary by leading a vibrant, four year programme of cultural activities 
across the country, including the opening of brand new First World War galleries at IWM London in 
2014. For more information visit www.1914.org 
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