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Monday 17 March 2014 

 

First World War Centenary Partnership commemorates through 

poetry, literature and spoken word 

The First World War Centenary Partnership is presenting a broad range of readings, workshops and 

events inspired by the poetry and literature of the First World War. The partnership will remember and 

reinterpret the Great War poets, facilitate the creation of contemporary poems from people of all 

ages and delve into modern novels that tackle the subject. 

Commemorations will begin around World Poetry Day (21
 
March). In Broxbourne the local council are 

offering anyone living a Hertfordshire the chance to enter a First World War poetry competition. Each 

poem will be themed around the concept of war and peace resulting in an exhibition (from 31 

March). Elsewhere events include learning opportunities at University of Oxford Faculty of English 

Language and Literature (3 – 5 April), a nationwide tour of Stephen MacDonald’s play about the 

friendship between War poets Wilfred Owen and Siegfried Sassoon (Aug – Nov 2014) and a takeover 

of 32 libraries across Valencia in Spain (Oct and Nov 2014).  

In April City Read, a yearly initiative that asks London's citizens, workers and visitors to pick up the 

same book and read it together, will commemorate the centenary of First World War. Novels "My dear 

I wanted to tell you" by Louisa Young and Michael Morpurgo's "Private Peaceful" will be read across all 

33 London boroughs. Libraries up and down London will host a series of events that will bring the 

themes of First World War literature to life. In addition on Tuesday 1st April, there will be a mass book 

giveaway at St Pancras station with 1,914 copies of “My Dear I Wanted to Tell You” handed out to 

London commuters in the morning rush-hour.  

The First World War Centenary Partnership, established by IWM in 2010, is presenting a programme 

of events and activities from 2014-18 to commemorate the centenary of the First World War. This 

collective international programme will enable millions of people to discover more about life during 

the First World War, connecting current and future generations with the stories and impact of this 

conflict. The First World War Centenary Partnership is made up of 2,485 not for profit cultural and 

educational organisations from 45 countries across the world. 1914.org is the official website for the 

First World War Centenary Partnership. Throughout the centenary new events and activities will be 

added each week to the events calendar produced in partnership with Culture 24.  

Poetry… 

At Barbican Library  life in the trenches will be told through the words of the World War 

One poets at The Great War Remembered: Poetry and Readings  (30 April), each poem 

will be performed by the Keats House Poetry Ambassadors.  

In Essex the children of Colne Engaine Primary School have collectively written a poem on theme 

of reconciliation. This brand new poem will be engraved into the bench at the local war memorial as 

lasting commemoration.  

 

http://www.1914.org/
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Literature… 

In London events will take place as part of the City Read initiative. These include author Louisa 

Young in conversation with broadcaster and journalist Kirsty Lang at the British Library (Monday 14 

April). A dedicated Family Day at the Museum of London Docklands on Saturday 5 April, with 

storytelling, crafts, Music Hall performance and other activities throughout the day.  

Cinema screenings of Private Peaceful will take place on Monday 31st March followed by a Q&A with 

Michael Morpurgo streamed into participating venues. Swiss Cottage Library will host Louisa 

Young and other distinguished guest speakers for a panel discussion on the themes in her novel “My 

Dear I Wanted to Tell You” (Tuesday 29 April).  

Correspondingly a network of over 32 public libraries in Valencia, Spain will host events and talks 

that will bring the First World War to life. For citizens of the city events will offer a chance to connect 

with this conflict which shaped the modern world through readings, exhibitions and performances 

(October and November 2014).  

Performances… 

Our Friends, The Enemy a theatre and spoken word story of the Christmas truce, written and 

performed by poet and exciting new playwright Alex Gwyther, will  be presented at Surgeon’s Hall 

throughout the Edinburgh Festival Fringe (August 2014).  

The friendship between First World War poets Wilfred Owen and Siegfried Sassoon will be 

remembered in a nationwide tour of Not About Heroes by Stephen MacDonald.  Feelgood Theatre 

Productions are creating a new production of the play with a star cast and dedicated education 

programme (August - December 2014).  

Other events… 

University of Oxford Faculty of English Language and Literature are hosting the conference 

"British" World War One Poetry (3-5 April 2014). The conference will question the notion of a 

corpus of purely British literature from 1914-18, specifically discussing women poets, as well as Irish 

and “Empire” poets. 

Chelsea Physic Garden will remember regular visitors such Wilfred Owen who was amongst the first 

patients from military hospitals to visit the gardens in 1916. To mark the anniversary Chelsea 

Pensioners and their families will be welcomed into the gardens for 100 days (from 28 June). 

 

-Ends- 

For further information contact:  

Charlotte Sluter, Centenary Press Coordinator, IWM 

Tel; 020 7091 5420 

Email: csluter@iwm.org.uk     

 

To download images, visit:  

 http://press.iwm.org.uk  

 Username: First World War 

 Password: IWM/press 
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Notes to editors: 

About the First World War Centenary 

2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary for Britain and the 

world. IWM will mark the centenary by leading a vibrant, four year programme of cultural activities 

across the country, including the opening of brand new First World War Galleries at IWM London in 

2014. For more information visit www.1914.org 

 

Context to the First World War Centenary Partnership 

IWM established the First World War Centenary Partnership in 2010 to encourage a programme of 

activities and events to mark the centenary, developed at grass roots levels. The founding ambition 

for the Partnership was that its members would collectively organise and present a vibrant, diverse 

and far-reaching programme to reflect how people want to remember, commemorate and debate 

the conflict in their own communities, in a way that is meaningful for them.  

 

About IWM  

The Imperial War Museum (IWM) was established in 1917 while the First World War was still being 

fought, to ensure that future generations would understand the unprecedented scale and impact of 

the war, and to record the contributions of the men, women and children who played their role. 

IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 

involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 

 

IWM’s extensive programme for the Centenary includes new First World War Galleries at IWM London 

(opening 19 July 2014), Truth and Memory an exhibition of First World War art collections, 

contemporary art commissions, a major exhibition Street to Trench at IWM North (opening 5 April 

2014) and events t Later this year, IWM will also launch Lives of the First World War – an innovative 

and interactive digital platform that will tell the life stories of over 8 million people.  

 

Our unique Collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, 

places, ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical 

experiences across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and 

creative force. We challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their 

understanding of the causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 

 

IWM’s five branches attract over 2 million visitors each year. IWM London, our flagship branch, is 

transforming with new First World War Galleries and a new atrium with large object displays which will 

open on 19
th

 July 2014 to mark the Centenary of the First World War (Please note IWM London is 

currently closed). Our other branches are IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning building 

designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a world-renowned aviation museum and Britain's best 

preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War Rooms, housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below 

Whitehall; and the Second World War cruiser HMS Belfast.  

 

  

http://www.1914.org/
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-london/transforming-iwm-london
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-north
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-duxford
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/churchill-war-rooms
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/hms-belfast
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About Culture24 

Culture24 is a non-profit digital cultural publisher, supporting arts and heritage venues to reach 

audiences across digital platforms. They aggregate venue, exhibition and events data directly from 

venues and share it with a range a partners. This work is funded by Arts Council England. 

www.WeAreCulture24.org.uk  
 

About Heritage Lottery Fund 

In 2013, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) launched First World War: then and now, a £6million small 

grants programme to help communities across the UK mark the Centenary of the First World War.  At 

least £1million per year will be made available for six years until 2019. HLF will provide grants 

between £3,000 to £10,000 enabling communities and groups - especially those involving young 

people - to explore, conserve and share their First World War heritage and deepen their 

understanding of the impact of the conflict. www.hlf.org.uk    
 
Government’s First World War Centenary Programme  

On 4 August 2014 it will be 100 years since Britain entered the First World War. Within government 

the Department for Culture, Media and Sport is leading plans to build a commemoration fitting of this 

significant milestone in world history.  As the Prime Minister made clear when he launched the 

programme in October 2012, the main theme will be remembrance with a particular focus on 

bringing the centenary alive for young people.  There will be a number of national events across the 

four years, as well as cross-Government programmes to help deliver this.  Further details can be 

found here: www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/first-world-war-centenary   

 

http://www.weareculture24.org.uk/
http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/FirstWorldWarThenandNow.aspx
http://www.hlf.org.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/first-world-war-centenary

