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Services No Longer Required 

BBC Philharmonic and Salford Symphony Orchestra  

At IWM North 

3pm and 8pm on 17 and 18 October 2014 

 

‘My word it’s a very different battalion now, there are very few of the old lads left in my own 

platoon...there’s not a one I know’.      Arthur ‘Pat’ Burke 

  

The powerful story of a soldier from Salford who fought in the First World War will be brought to life in a 

series of special performances on 17 and 18 October with players from the BBC Philharmonic and Salford 

Symphony Orchestra at IWM North, part of Imperial War Museums.   

  

In a unique collaboration between the BBC Philharmonic and IWM North, Services No Longer Required 

will share the experiences of Arthur Pat Burke, who exchanged the home comforts of Salford for the front 

line and the Battle of the Somme.  

 

Writer Di Sherlock has dramatised some of the many letters that Pat (as he was known) wrote home to his 

mother (Ma) and his brothers Reg and Tom. Ten musicians from BBC Philharmonic and members of the 

Salford Symphony Orchestra will perform an original score composed by Richard Taylor and share the 

stage with actors playing the parts of Pat Burke, ‘Ma’ and a war veteran who reflects on true experiences 

from contemporary conflicts. 

  

The evening performance on Friday 17 October at 8pm will be broadcast live on BBC Radio Manchester, 

and will be followed by a Q&A hosted by breakfast show host, Allan Beswick and featuring artists, guests 

and relatives of Arthur Pat Burke. 

  

This event marks the centenary of the First World War, and will take place in the Main Exhibition Space of 

IWM North.  The performance will be complemented by a dramatic backdrop of archive and 

contemporary photographs projected onto the 20 foot high gallery walls. The pictures have been created 

by local arts company Soup Collective using images from IWM’s collections, while Pat Burke’s letters are 

on display in the museum. 

  

Pat Burke was the youngest in a family of five siblings whose home was The Borough Hotel, a Salford pub. 

By late 1915, he was serving with the Army on the Western Front with the Manchester Regiment.  Pat 

fought at the Battle of the Somme in 1916. He survived and one year later he was given a safer job in his 

battalion. Yet within a few days he was killed by a shell near the front line at Ypres. He was 23 years old.   

 



The concert is part of the BBC Philharmonic Presents... festival which celebrates classical music in all its 

guises across seven of the BBC’s national radio networks, as well as on BBC Radio Manchester. It is also 

part of IWM North’s Reactions 14 series of contemporary artistic responses to the First World War. 

  

The producer Martin Maris, from the BBC Philharmonic said: “Pat’s story still resonates very strongly 

today, and we are delighted to pay tribute to him, and so many others just like him, with this special 

performance.”  

  

Graham Boxer, IWM North Director said: “100 years on from the Frist World War the experiences of Pat 

Burke echo those faced by an entire generation. This collaboration between BBC Philharmonic, Soup 

Collective and IWM North will showcase his story like never before.” 

 

BBC Radio Manchester Editor Kate Squire says “We’re pleased to be partnering with the BBC’s 

Philharmonic and IWM North in this terrific endeavour. Our listeners have appreciated our coverage of 

the anniversary of the outbreak of World War One, and this takes that to a different level.” 

  

Performance times are: Friday 17 October 3pm & 8pm and Saturday 18 October 3pm & 8pm. Tickets cost 

£15 and are available from Quaytickets.com   

  

The BBC Philharmonic is supported by Salford City Council.  

 

Ends 

 

For further press information please contact: 

 

Alex Knight, Press and PR Manager, IWM North, 01618364040, Aknight@iwm.org.uk 

Susan  Mackean, BBC Press Office Salford, 07718 695 736, Susan.mackean@bbc.co.uk  

 

Notes to Editors:  

 

BBC Philharmonic Presents… 

Services No Longer Required is part of the BBC Philharmonic Presents series of concerts which showcase 

classical music in its many different forms, and which are all recorded in Salford and broadcast across 

seven of the BBC’s national radio networks, as well as BBC Radio Manchester.  

 

IWM North 

The multi award winning IWM North is designed by world-renowned architect Daniel Libeskind to 

represent a globe shattered by conflict. The iconic building, innovative and dynamic exhibitions, use of 

digital media through hourly Big Picture Shows and public events explore how war shapes lives and 

inspire and encourage debate.  

 

Open daily from 10am - 5pm with free admission at The Quays, Trafford Wharf Road, Manchester M17 

1TZ (close to MediaCityUK Metrolink and Junction 9 of the M60) T: 0161 836 4000 

E:iwmnorth@iwm.org.uk www.iwm.org.uk 

 

IWM  

IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 

involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 

 

Our unique collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, 

ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences 

across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We 

challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the 

causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 

 

mailto:Aknight@iwm.org.uk
mailto:Susan.mackean@bbc.co.uk
http://www.iwm.org.uk/


IWM’s five branches are IWM London, IWM’s flagship branch with six floors of exhibitions and displays; 

IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a 

world renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War Rooms, 

housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second World War cruiser HMS 

Belfast.  

 

First World War Centenary 

2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary for Britain and the world. 

IWM will mark the centenary by leading a vibrant, four year programme of cultural activities across the 

country, including the opening of brand new First World War galleries at IWM London in 2014. For more 

information visit www.1914.org 
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