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Holocaust Memorial Day  
Events from Monday 19 January – Saturday 31 January 2015; Free Entry, Donations Welcome 

70 years since the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp, events and displays at IWM 

North, will explore the Holocaust Memorial Day 2015 theme of Keeping The Memory Alive. On Sunday 25 

January the acclaimed music ensemble, The Burning Bush, led by Lucie Skeaping, will take over IWM 

North’s Main Exhibition Space to perform traditional music and song from diverse Jewish cultures. 

Meanwhile a fortnight of storytelling for families will be accompanied by A Closer Look tours for all visitors 

exploring stories and objects on display, such as that of Ruth Wasserman, who came to Britain on the 

Kindertransport in 1939 and Leslie Hardman, Jewish Chaplain with the British Army who entered Bergen-

Belsen concentration camp two days after its liberation.   

 

 

WithDraw 
WaterWay Gallery, IWM North, 21 February – 6 September 2015, Free Entry, Donations Welcome 

New works by leading reportage illustrator George Butler explore the impact of British and US armed 

forces leaving Afghanistan, in a small but powerful display. Butler’s past work has featured in media 

outlets across the world. These new illustrations - created in situ and on public display for the first time – 

explore every day life for Afghanistan’s civilians. 

 

 

Blitzed Brits 
MAJOR NEW EXHIBITION IN PARTNERSHIP WITH HORRIBLE HISTORIES 

Special Exhibitions Gallery,  IWM North , 11 July 2015 - 2016, Free Entry, Donations Welcome 

Marking the 75
th

 anniversary of the Blitz during the Second World War, visitors can discover how people 

lived through one of the most challenging times in British history.  Objects, photographs, art, film and 

sound recordings reveal personal stories – some on display for the first time –  from IWM’s unrivalled 

collections, narrated with the words of Horrible Histories author Terry Deary and new animations by 

illustrator Martin Brown.  

 

Discover why war was woeful for those who stayed at home and how they survived being blitzed by 

bombs.  Step into a 1940s house, brave the Blitz experience, sniff your way through stinky smells and get 

hands on with intriguing interactives.  Created with Horrible Histories in partnership with Scholastic 

Children’s books. 

 

 

 



Reactions15  

SERIES OF NEW ARTISTIC RESPONCES TO CONFLICT 

Regular installations and events at IWM North 

IWM has been collecting and commissioning artistic responses to conflict since the First World War. Now, 

this season of art installations and live performances – specially commissioned by IWM North - will unveil 

new and unique ways to explore the impact of the conflict on everyone involved.  Throughout the year, a 

mix of emerging and established artists from a range of artistic disciplines will reveal new and original 

creations.  

 

 

Mixing It (working title) 
WaterWay Gallery,  IWM North , 12 September 2015 – February 2016, Free Entry, Donations 

Welcome 

With large-scale movements of people to Britain - chiefly from the British Empire, Europe and America - 

the national and ethnic diversity of the population in Britain during the Second World War was 

unprecedented, but this has played little part in public memories of the conflict. On display for the first 

time, Mixing It will reveal the forgotten histories of service personnel who came to Britain and were 

stationed in North West England during the Second World War.  This small, powerful display will be based 

on the first major research project ever conducted into the cultural and social history of wartime 

diversity. Specially recorded oral history and new research by the University of Huddersfield in 

partnership with IWM, presented alongside archive material, will reveal personal stories never told 

publicly before. 

 

 

Family Activities  
February half term, Easter, Summer, October half term and December school holidays – plus all 

weekends and bank holidays throughout 2015; Free Entry, Donations Welcome 

Join in with storytelling, object handling, dramatic performances and creative activities bringing stories to 

life from the First World War to the present day.  

 

 

 

CONTINUING EXHIBITION 

 

From Street to Trench: A World War That Shaped a Region 
Special Exhibitions Gallery,  IWM North , Until 31 May 2015, Free Entry, Donations Welcome 

This is the largest exhibition ever created exploring the North West of England during the First World War. 

Founded in 1917 to mark the sacrifices made by civilians and soldiers alike, IWM is a world leading 

authority on the First World War. 100 years after the outbreak of the First World War, IWM North unveils 

extraordinary and surprising personal stories - with objects never before on public display - revealing the 

region’s role in a global conflict. Discover how the society we live in today was born out of the rapid 

changes that resulted from the First World War. The exhibition illustrates how a region was shaped by the 

conflict and how the people of that region played a significant role in global events.   

 

 

Graham Boxer, Director IWM North, said: 

‘2015 marks the 75
th

 anniversary of the Blitz during the Second World War, as well as the 70
th

 anniversary 

of the end of the conflict. January is also 70 years since the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau 

concentration camp, making Holocaust Memorial Day especially poignant. A major series of exhibitions, 

displays and events will mark this landmark year, revealing stories never before on public display, 

exploring the impact of the Second World War both nationally and on the North West of England today. 

IWM North will continue to mark the First World War Centenary through our ongoing displays; and just 



months after British troops withdrew from combat in Afghanistan we will explore the impact on civilians 

there through new illustrations, specially created in situ by a leading current affairs artist.’   

 

 

For further press information please contact: 

Alex Knight, Press and PR Manager, IWM North, 0161 836 4040, aknight@iwm.org.uk 

Lorna McBride, Press and PR Assistant, IWM North, 0161 836 4046, lmcbride@iwm.org.uk   

 

 

Notes to Editors 

 

IWM North 

The multi award winning IWM North is designed by world-renowned architect Daniel Libeskind to 

represent a globe shattered by conflict. The iconic building, innovative and dynamic exhibitions, use of 

digital media through hourly Big Picture Shows and public events explore how war shapes lives and 

inspire and encourage debate.  

 

Open daily from 10am - 5pm with free admission at The Quays, Trafford Wharf Road, Manchester M17 

1TZ (close to MediaCityUK Metrolink and Junction 9 of the M60) T: 0161 836 4000 

E:iwmnorth@iwm.org.uk www.iwm.org.uk 

 

IWM  

IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 

involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 

 

Our unique collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, 

ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences 

across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We 

challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the 

causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people’s lives. 

 

IWM’s five branches are IWM London, IWM’s flagship branch with six floors of exhibitions and displays; 

IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a 

world renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War Rooms, 

housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second World War cruiser HMS 

Belfast.  

 

First World War Centenary 

2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary for Britain and the world. 

IWM will mark the centenary by leading a vibrant, four year programme of cultural activities across the 

country, including the opening of brand new First World War galleries at IWM London in 2014. For more 

information visit www.1914.org 
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