
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BBC Monitoring Collection AHRC Research Network 

BBC Monitoring as 
an Institution: 1939-1982 

Wednesday 10 June 2015 

University of Westminster 

About the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC): 

The Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) funds world-class, independent researchers 

in a wide range of subjects: ancient history, modern dance, archaeology, digital content, 

philosophy, English literature, design, the creative and performing arts, and much more.  This 

financial year the AHRC will spend approximately £98m to fund research and postgraduate 

training in collaboration with a number of partners. The quality and range of research supported 

by this investment of public funds not only provides social and cultural benefits but also 

contributes to the economic success of the UK. For further information on the AHRC, please go 

to: www.ahrc.ac.uk  

  

Department of Research and Academic Partnerships at IWM 

Our Department of Research and Academic Partnerships builds IWM’s reputation as a research 

organisation and actively develops relationships with the higher education sector.  As an IRO 

(Independent Research Organisation) IWM has received research grants from the AHRC and 

through our AHRC Collaborative Doctoral Partnership we currently have eight PhD students 

embedded at IWM.  Two of our past collaborative PhD students based their studies on the BBC 

Monitoring collection. 

With the support of: 

Workshop leaders: Professor Jean Seaton, Dr Alban Webb                

and Dr Rosaleen Hughes 

Chair: Professor Lord Hennessy of Nympsfield 



 About the BBC Monitoring Collection AHRC Research Network 

IWM (Imperial War Museums) has been granted funding by the Arts and Humanities Research Council to 

address the potential value to academics of the BBC Monitoring Service Transcript Collection. The 

Research Network project, led by Suzanne Bardgett (Head of Research and Academic Partnerships, IWM) 

and Professor Jean Seaton (University of Westminster), is hosting a series of workshops between June 

and October 2015 to bring together experts in translation studies, twentieth century history, media and 

propaganda history, war studies, propaganda studies and digital humanities. 

The purpose of this workshop is to explore the historical evolution of BBC Monitoring as an institution and 

the internal and external factors which have shaped its development. Working in collaboration with the 

BBC, we hope to identify key turning points in the history of Monitoring for further long-term research. Our 

aim is to do this in discussion with participants who have managed relationships or worked with BBC 

Monitoring.  

Objectives 

 To examine, in a historical perspective, the operating principles governing the work of BBC 

Monitoring, and the uses made of its output across Whitehall and within the wider BBC. 

 To explore the ways in which BBC Monitoring’s relationships with Whitehall and other national and 

international agencies and clients changed over time. 

 To investigate how the institutional ethos, values and practices of the BBC shaped the 

development of BBC Monitoring. 

 

Professor Jean Seaton is the Co-Investigator for the project, Professor of Media History at the University 

of Westminster, and Official Historian to the BBC.  She has held the position of Director of the Orwell Prize 

since 2007. She has written a number of books on the history and role of the media, particularly in relation 

to politics. Her latest book, the next volume of the official BBC History, is titled Pinkoes and Traitors: the 

BBC and the Nation, 1974-87, and was published by Profile Books in 2015. 

Dr Alban Webb is Lecturer in Digital Humanities at the University of Sussex. His research focuses on Cold 

War Britain, the BBC World Service, and the role of public and cultural diplomacy in the context of 

international relations, looking particularly at Cold War radio and the Hungarian Uprising of 1956. He has 

previously taken part in the AHRC-funded project Tuning in: Researching diasporas at the BBC World 

Service, led by the Open University. Alban’s book, London Calling: Britain, the BBC World Service and the 

Cold War, recently won the Longman-History Today Book Prize 2015. 

Dr Rosaleen Hughes is a visiting research fellow at Kings College London and the co-author of a book 

chapter on the BBC and the Cuban Missile Crisis. Her PhD was on the management of civil emergencies 

during the Heath government. She is a former BBC News and Current Affairs Producer. 

Registration  

Tea and coffee will be served on arrival 

How Government saw BBC Monitoring 

This session will be held ‘in camera’ 

From its inception BBC Monitoring has maintained relationships with a range of government 

departments and agencies across Whitehall and beyond. These include the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office, the Ministry of Defence, the Cabinet Office, the Joint Intelligence 

Committee as well as other national and international clients. This session will discuss the 

enduring elements in these relationships and how they changed over time. 

Break for tea and coffee 

How BBC Monitoring saw Government 

This session will be held ‘in camera’ 

This session will examine how BBC Monitoring viewed and managed its relationship with 

government departments and the wider stakeholder community, including international 

partners. 

Lunch – soft drinks and a sandwich lunch will be provided. 

Monitoring and its institutional relationships within the BBC 

This discussion will centre on the relationship between Monitoring and other parts of the 

BBC: World Service, News, Current Affairs and the management centre. It will examine the 

nature of those relationships and the impact of major changes to them. 

Break for tea and coffee 

Monitoring and its editorial uses within the BBC  

How has the output of BBC Monitoring has been used by different parts of the BBC: World 

Service, News and foreign bureaux? To what extent have BBC values shaped the work of 

Monitoring? What is the impact of Monitoring’s work on BBC programmes and editorial 

judgement in both its national and international output? 
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BBC/BBC Monitoring documents are copyright of the BBC or of third parties and may not be copied without 

permission. Please do not take photographs of the documents or remove the documents from this workshop. 

Please note: the morning session will be conducted in strict confidence. The discussion will remain 

private and can only be used for the purposes of the AHRC Research Network. It will be recorded for academic 

accuracy but contributions will not be attributed without the express consent of the participants concerned. 


