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AHRC CDP studentship topics to start in October 2020 

The experience of decolonisation after 1945: the struggles for independence as 
experienced in ‘Malaya’, Kenya or ‘Rhodesia’ 
 
This project will study experiences during the Cold War-era of one of three countries that 
became independent in the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s.  
 
IWM welcomes approaches from academics with an established expertise in one or more of 
the above three countries to co-supervise this innovative studentship which will assist the 
museum’s collections-building, the development of its public programme, and contribute to 
wider conversations about the way in which countries of the former British empire are 
represented and engaged with in UK museums more broadly. 
 
The studentship will examine the story of post-1945 decolonisation using postcolonial 
approaches and in particular will help IWM to amplify under-represented voices within its 
collections. It will explore the cultural and social changes – both in Britain and crucially in the 
former colonies themselves -- that accompanied the ‘retreat from Empire’ and the 
consequent radical shift in how Britain’s role in the world was perceived. The project would 
offer the opportunity to study: 
 

 The impact that participating in the wars of independence had on the populations of 
the countries: What were the consequences for the men and women (and their 
families) who sought independence? What was their motivation and how did they 
reflect on wider world events?     

 

 The factors behind the successful campaigns for independence:  How well were the 
‘insurgents’ prepared for modern warfare? What were the key components of a 
successful campaign? How did people cope with coercion and retaliation? What 
effect did ‘hearts and minds’ campaigns have on their attitudes?  

 

 The role that Cold War ideologies played in these conflicts: What was the reaction 
towards ‘proxy wars’ between the USA and the Soviet Union, which were a major 
feature of the Cold War era? To what extent were those involved participating in a 
wider ideological conflict?  What were the sources of information available to them 
and how was it mediated?   

 
The above is not exclusive or exhaustive, and IWM invites universities and academics to 
help shape its approaches. 
 
There is a small window of opportunity to discover, acquire and preserve for posterity 
material from veterans (in the broadest sense) of these complex conflicts, and to 
contextualise their stories within more expansive narratives that can bring into focus their 
contribution to shaping the world we see today. The studentship would specifically enhance 
and expand IWM’s holdings relating to post-1945 conflict, for whichever case-study is 
chosen – ‘Malaya’, Kenya or ‘Rhodesia’ – by targeting partnerships in the countries 
concerned and through dialogue with communities in Britain culturally connected with them. 
This would include, but not be limited to, the collection of oral history, and would include the 
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opportunity to shape dialogues around whether and how UK institutions can and should 
collect physical material – ephemera, clothing, private papers, imagery etc. 
 
The research would then assist IWM in meeting the needs of its diverse audiences – now 
and in the future – through a variety of public programme outputs. 
 

********************************************************************************************************* 

Application forms and guidelines are available to download from our website: 

https://www.iwm.org.uk/research/doctoral-awards   

 
The application will provide an opportunity to elaborate on the strengths of the proposal, and 
any shared research interests. The deadline for completed applications is *deadline 
extended* - 5pm on Friday 6th December 2019 after which they will be judged by a panel 
selected by IWM.  
 
If you have any queries, please contact Hannah Wills, Research Manager on 020 7416 5461 

or email: hwills@iwm.org.uk  
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