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Collaborative Doctoral Awards - student research profiles 

Clare Carolin began an AHRC Collaborative Doctoral Award in partnership with the Imperial 
War Museum and the University of Oxford in October 2015 entitled ‘Bring the War Home: Civic 
Participation, Citizenship Rituals and the Representation of Conflict in Contemporary Art’. The 
project is situated at the intersection of the theory and practice of contemporary art and 
curatorship, activist and social movements, and social, military and media developments in the 
period between 1968 and the present, during which the IWM’s programme of commissioning 
contemporary artists has been active. By contextualizing individual case studies from the IWM’s 
programme within the scope of emergent forms of non-linear conflict, totalizing media events, 
and the recent global expansion of the museum and gallery sector and the infrastructures of 
contemporary art, the project considers contemporary art about conflict as inextricably linked to 
the loss of the agency and effectiveness of conventional journalism and the changing forms of 
civic participation, which define the turn of the 20/21st century. The research will contribute to a 
major exhibition at IWM in 2017 focusing on art produced since 9/11. 
 
Rebecca Coll began an AHRC Collaborative Doctoral Award, entitled ‘Noble Frankland and the 
reinvention of the Imperial War Museum 1960-1982’, in October 2013.  The project, a partnership 
between IWM and the University of Cambridge, aims to investigate the 22 year directorship of Dr 
Noble Frankland, looking at developments in the period that resulted in the reshaping of the IWM 
into a major international war museum. Framing these changes within the emergence of public 
and popular history , the project examines the creation of new collections departments, like the 
Department of Sound Records; the acquisition of outstations, such as Duxford and HMS Belfast; 
and partnerships with broadcasters, for example the BBC and Thames Television.  The aim is to 
combine material from the IWM archive; secondary literature on the broader history of the 
museum sector, and oral history interviews with staff, in order to understand Frankland’s 
influence on the museum and the radical changes that occurred between 1960 and 1982. 
 
Jessica Douthwaite began an AHRC Collaborative Doctoral Award, entitled ‘Voices of the Cold 
War in 1950s Britain’, in October 2014. As a partnership between IWM and the University of 
Strathclyde, her research investigates the experiences of the Cold War by ordinary British people 
in the 1950s through oral history testimony. In doing so, it will give voice to routine engagement 
with predominant Cold War themes during the period, simultaneously probing assumptions that 
the Cold War was a primary concern for average British people. The research is an emotions 
history, interrogating how far fear and anxiety were really experienced in relation to Cold War 
threats in the everyday lives of 1950s Britons. It will be particularly focused on how emotions and 
everyday experience impact on individual and collective engagement with global issues and 
international relations. The research also explores the applicability of oral history as a 
methodological approach to investigations of emotions and international histories. 

Sabine Grimshaw began an AHRC Collaborative Doctoral Award, entitled ‘Pacifism and Protest: 
Anti-War Sentiment in the IWM Collections’, in October 2014. A partnership between IWM 
London and the University of Leeds, this research project aims to investigate the representation 
of those who actively resisted the First World War in Britain. This project spans a time period 
from the First World War until the present centenary years, examining how the representation of 
anti-war men and women has changed and developed at key junctures in the First World War 
and in its remembrance. The primary focus of this project will be press representations, however 
resisters’ own self-representation through the form of letters and diaries will also be considered 
as well as the role that war resisters have played in the collections and exhibitions of institutions 
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such as the IWM. This research hopes to shed more light on the often uneasy perception and 
remembrance of those who were against the First World War. 
 
Anna Maguire began an AHRC Collaborative Doctoral Award, entitled ‘Colonial cultures and 
encounters of the First World War’, in October 2013. A partnership between IWM and King’s 
College London, this research project aims to investigate the representation and experience of 
colonial troops during the First World War, through the framework of the encounters troops had 
with each other, the civilian population and the cultures and countries they visited. The particular 
focus is on men from the West Indies, New Zealand and South Africa, drawing comparisons 
across different nationalities and ethnicities. The project uses an interdisciplinary approach, 
drawing on the rich visual and material collections held in the archives of the IWM, particularly 
photographs, newspapers, novels, film and private papers. Through this approach, the research 
aims to recover and understand more fully the experience of the thousands of men from the 
colonies mobilised for military service all over the world between 1914 and 1918, who have often 
been neglected in previous histories. 
 
Hannah Mawdsley began an AHRC Collaborative Doctoral Award, entitled ‘A review of the 
worldwide effects and impact of Spanish Influenza, 1918-1919, based on the IWM’s medical 
collections’, in October 2015. The project, a partnership between IWM and Queen Mary, 
University of London, focuses on ordinary peoples’ experiences of the influenza pandemic and 
aims to provide a cross-cultural comparison of experiences in belligerent and non-belligerent 
countries. A key source for this project is the Richard Collier Collection, held in the IWM archives, 
which provides detailed accounts of personal experiences from across the world. The research 
will take a social and cultural approach and will aim to shed light on the commonality of 
experience of the ordinary person. 
 
Jane McArthur began an AHRC Collaborative Doctoral Award, entitled ‘The Scars of War: Ruin, 
memory and loss in photographs of World War II London’, in September 2013. The partnership is 
between IWM London and the University of Edinburgh. The photograph understood as an object, 
as a site of intensity is the locus from which research and thinking both extends and is 
contextualised. An enquiry concerning ruination, memory and traumatic loss is undertaken in 
relation to the destruction of home and the lived experience in London during the Second World 
War as understood from photographs in the Ministry of Information (MOI) Press & Censorship 
Bureau Photograph Library, located in the Imperial War Museum (IWM) Photograph Archive. 
This collection forms the core of intensive research which is supported by oral history interviews, 
period maps and investigations of traces of bomb damage within a mile radius of the Imperial 
War Museum, London. Integral to and as an expression of study is the practical manifestation of 
modes of presenting visual and cultural research both to the public and in an academic context. 
 
 


