
PROPOSAL TO BRING THE 
FRIENDS CLOSER TO IWM



FIVE REASONS TO SUPPORT A 
‘YES’ VOTE 

Dear Friend

For the past 12 months, Imperial War Museums (IWM) has been in 
consultation with the Council of the Friends of the Imperial War 
Museums regarding the merger of the Friends programme with IWM.

The Council and Patrons are in favour of supporting the merger  
and recommend a ‘Yes’ vote to all Friends at the EGM early next year.

I hope this leaflet outlines clearly why IWM is in a strong position  
to develop the programme in new and exciting ways. We truly 
believe working more effectively together will have huge benefits 
for everyone, from the benefits you enjoy, to the money you raise.

Thank you for your consideration and I hope you support  
this proposal to bring the Friends closer to the museum.  
In the meantime if you have any questions please contact  
friends@iwm.org.uk.

Diane Lees 
Director-General

REASON 1

MAKING THE MONEY YOU 
RAISE GO FURTHER 

Voting to become part of Imperial War Museums will truly 
impact on the stories IWM tells to the world and the funds 
you raise will directly support our cause.

We are the world’s leading authority on conflict and its impact on 
people’s lives – from 1914 through to the present day and beyond. 
The objects and stories that we collect give an insight into people’s 
experiences of war, and by giving a platform to these stories, we aim 
to help people understand why we go to war and the effect that 
conflict has on people’s lives.

By being part of the museum, we can guarantee that more of the 
funds you raise will go to the cause it is there to support. Put simply, 
you will be supporting one organisation and not two.



REASON 3

SHAPING THE FUTURE OFFER 

Voting to become part of Imperial War Museums will bring 
you closer to the museum, ensuring you have a louder voice 
in informing future offers and benefits.

As a highly engaged, loyal and influential group of supporters  
we hope you already know that we see you as an important  
part of our future. 

In the coming months we will be carrying out a research project to 
find out what you value about the current offer and what benefits 
you would like to see in the future.

Through this research and your feedback, we can work towards a 
bigger and better offer for everyone. More members will mean more 
money is raised for investment into IWM’s major programming, 
learning projects and in developing offers that really impact on 
people and the world we live in today.

REASON 2

IMPROVING YOUR BENEFITS

Voting to become part of Imperial War Museums will ensure 
we can put our Friends at the heart of everything we do.

As part of IWM, we can offer you enhanced benefits including:

– Fast track access to Churchill War Rooms and IWM Duxford

– Private Views 

– Enhanced wifi

– Discounts to Gold and Silver marquees at our Duxford Air Festival  
 and Duxford Battle of Britain Air Show events



REASON 5

100 YEARS ON 

Voting to become part of Imperial War Museums in 2017  
will consolidate a shared vision for Friends and IWM  
in our Centenary year.

As one organisation with a shared vision, we can work together  
on huge plans for the future.

For example, at IWM London we are still actively fundraising  
for the redevelopment of our new Second World War Galleries  
and The Holocaust Galleries. And at IWM Duxford we are actively 
fundraising to preserve the Victor and we are looking forward to  
a new masterplan for the site that will seek to put the important 
history and heritage of RAF Duxford firmly back at its centre.

We are always looking to the future because we still have stories  
to collect and share that are impacting on the world we live in today.

REASON 4

PROTECTING YOUR BENEFITS

Voting to become part of Imperial War Museums will  
not mean you are voting for big changes to the Friends 
community, the benefits it offers or the cause that  
you so generously support.

We know for many of you that you view the Friends community  
with affection. We understand that history and heritage are 
incredibly important – it’s why we’ve been so successful over  
the last 100 years.

On top of the proposed new benefits which IWM could offer in the 
future and our ‘Shaping the Future’ research, your current benefits 
will be protected. These include:

– Despatches magazine posted through your door twice a year

– Unlimited free entry to IWM London’s and IWM North’s charging  
 temporary exhibitions (saving up to £10 per exhibition)

– Free entry to IWM Duxford, except on special event days  
 and air shows

– Unlimited free annual entry to Churchill War Rooms  
 and HMS Belfast

– Exclusive event programme for you and your guests


